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The ezafe construction in Persian is typically marked by the -e ezafe.
However, in some Iranian dialects, the conjunction “0” (and) is used in
place of the ezafe in this construction. This feature, seemingly influenced
by the scribal dialect, has also found its way into certain manuscripts of
the Shahnameh, and the blending of coordinative and genitive structures
has posed challenges for editors in determining the original reading of the
text. In this study, using a corpus-based linguistic approach, a large
number of such constructions were extracted from the Shahnameh and
analyzed, focusing on four expressions: “Farsi o Dart”, “Bam o Saray”,
“Zaban o Goman”, and “Pilan o Kus”. The first two expressions are
attested in other texts as well, whereas the third and fourth, whose correct
form and meaning are disputed, were examined solely within the
Shahnameh. In addition to proposing editorial suggestions and reporting
on the occurrences of these constructions, the study also discusses their
grammatical nature. The findings indicate that the replacement of “o” for
the ezafe is possible in genitive constructions where both constituents are
primarily nouns of possessive type. Moreover, in structures other than
“noun + noun”, explanatory genitives can also take the conjunction “o”.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The ezafe construction is one of the most central syntactic devices in Persian. In its standard form, it is
marked by the unstressed vowel -e/-ye, which links a head noun to its modifier, possessor,
complement, or descriptive dependent. Although this construction is usually represented in writing
through kasra, historical and dialectal evidence shows that Persian and related Iranian varieties have
not always expressed this relation in a uniform way. In some Iranian dialects, and occasionally in
Persian textual transmission, the relation normally marked by ezafe appears with vav instead of kasra.
This phenomenon, which may be called “ezafe vav,” creates a significant philological and
grammatical problem, because its surface form is identical to the ordinary coordinating conjunction
vav ‘and’. As a result, scribes, editors, and commentators may misinterpret an ezafe structure as a
coordinate construction, or conversely emend a genuinely coordinate phrase into an ezafe
construction. This study proposes a corpus-based hypothesis about a group of such constructions in the
Shahnameh and in other early Persian texts. The main concern is not merely orthographic variation,
but the grammatical and editorial consequences of a structure in which vav functions as a marker of
dependency rather than coordination. The problem is especially important in classical Persian textual
criticism, where editors often decide between competing manuscript readings on the basis of semantic
plausibility, metrical constraints, and the authority of particular manuscripts. If vav can, under certain
conditions, represent ezafe, then several readings traditionally treated as corrupt, secondary, or
coordinative may need to be reconsidered. The study therefore aims to distinguish between genuine
coordinate structures and ezafe constructions containing vav, and to clarify the grammatical
environments in which such a substitution is possible.

Research Methodology

The research adopts a corpus-linguistic approach to the Shahnameh, using the complete electronic text
of Ferdowsi’s epic as the main corpus. The corpus consists of 49,609 couplets, approximately 569,534
tokens, and 17,782 word types. In order to facilitate processing, the corpus was divided into smaller
subcorpora, each containing roughly 50,000 words. This division made it possible to search the text
more efficiently and to examine recurring syntactic patterns in manageable segments.The analysis
focused on structures of the type “noun + vav + noun,” because this is the main environment in which
ambiguity between coordination and ezafe arises. Using AntConc, all instances of vav were first
extracted from the corpus. For each occurrence, the immediate left and right contexts were examined,
especially one word before and one word after vav. Since the corpus was not morphologically tagged,
grammatical classification was carried out manually. Cases in which both the preceding and following
words were nouns were separated from other patterns. This produced a large set of potential “noun +
vav + noun” constructions, from which approximately 14,079 relevant instances were identified. From
this larger set, seventy examples were selected randomly for closer analysis. These examples were
examined not only in the edited text of the Shahnameh, but also in major manuscripts and printed
editions where available. The purpose was to determine whether particular occurrences of vav should
be interpreted as ordinary coordination or as a non-standard marker of ezafe. Four major examples
received detailed attention: parsi o dari “Persian and Dari / Persian-Dari,” bam o saray “roof and house
/ roof of the house,” zaban o goman “tongue and thought / tongue of thought,” and pilan o kis
“elephants and drums / drums of the elephants.” The first two examples also occur in other early
Persian texts, while the latter two were examined primarily within the Shahnameh. The study also
considered problematic cases such as mah o mehr, where an originally coordinate structure may have
been incorrectly understood as ezafe.
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Discussion

The analysis shows that vav cannot be treated simply as a graphic or scribal error in all cases. In
several recurrent structures, the semantic relation between the two nouns is not coordinative but
possessive, dependent, or relational. For example, in bam o saray, the broader poetic context suggests
not “the roof and the house” as two separate entities, but “the roof of the house.” Similar reasoning
applies to zaban o goman, where the expression is difficult to interpret as “tongue and thought” in a
simple coordinate sense, but becomes meaningful if understood as “the tongue of thought,” that is, the
expressive or verbal capacity of the mind. In the case of pilan o kiis, the manuscript variation between
pilan o kiis and pilan-e kiis suggests a deeper instability in the transmission of a phrase referring to drums
mounted on or associated with elephants. The occurrence of both forms across manuscripts indicates that
scribes may have alternated between a perceived coordinate reading and an ezafe reading.The study
further argues that the phenomenon is not unrestricted. Not every “noun + vav + noun” structure can
be interpreted as ezafe. The most important grammatical finding is that ezafe vav appears mainly in
possessive or relational ezafe constructions, where the second noun can be understood as having,
possessing, or being associated with the first. In such cases, the phrase may be paraphrased by a
relation of possession or belonging: for instance, “the arm has strength” in zur o bazu “strength of the
arm,” or “thought has a tongue” in zaban o goman “tongue of thought.” This semantic test helps
distinguish ezafe vav from ordinary coordination.By contrast, explanatory or appositional ezafe
structures do not normally permit this substitution when they take the form “noun + noun.” Thus, a
phrase such as mah o mehr should not automatically be emended to mah-e mehr, because the semantic
relation does not support the same possessive dependency. Such cases are better interpreted as genuine
coordination unless there is strong contextual or manuscript evidence to the contrary. The study
therefore challenges overly regularizing editorial practices that replace vav with kasra merely to
conform to standard Persian syntax.The example parsi 0 dari is particularly significant because it has
often been understood as referring to two linguistic varieties, “Persian and Dari.” However, the
analysis suggests that in some contexts it may represent parsi-ye dari, that is, “Dari Persian,”
especially where the text clearly refers to a single language rather than two separate varieties. This
interpretation has implications for the historical understanding of linguistic terminology in early
Persian sources.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that some ambiguous vav-marked structures in the Shahnameh and other
early Persian texts are best understood as instances of ezafe vav rather than ordinary coordination. The
phenomenon appears to have entered manuscript transmission through dialectal or scribal habits and
later became entangled with standard coordinate constructions. A corpus-based method makes it
possible to move beyond isolated examples and identify recurrent syntactic and semantic patterns.The
main grammatical conclusion is that vav may replace the ezafe marker primarily in possessive or
relational ezafe constructions, especially in “noun + noun” structures where a dependency relation can
be semantically recovered. In other structural types, particularly explanatory or appositional
constructions, such substitution is much more restricted and may lead to incorrect editorial decisions.
The findings therefore contribute both to Persian historical grammar and to the methodology of editing
classical Persian texts. They show that manuscript readings containing vav should not be dismissed
automatically as corrupt or merely coordinative. Instead, each case must be evaluated through the
combined evidence of corpus frequency, manuscript distribution, syntactic structure, semantic relation,
and textual context.

Keywords: Shahnameh; ezafe construction; ezafe vav; Persian historical grammar; corpus linguistics;
textual criticism; manuscript variation; classical Persian syntax.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Myth is a type of ancient worldview that reports ancient human discoveries and serves as an answer to
the unanswered ontological questions of man that scientific and philosophical worldviews have failed
to explain. Although the original epic is based on myth, non-ancient epics are not entirely free from
the reflection of mythological motifs. In myth, the concepts of good and evil are depicted as
generalizations, but epics are more concerned with examples of the two concepts of good and evil.
Man in myth is not limited to the historical and epic man, but is a being mixed with the whole world, a
mixture of the universe and God. Due to its earthly nature, epic cannot fully adapt itself to the method
and application of myth, but it is not completely devoid of the characteristics of myth, because it is
rooted in it. The epic man is a mixture of mythological man and earthly man, so his mythological half
is magnificent and superhuman, and his earthly side, despite being surrounded by life and death, is
influenced by the mythological half. Accordingly, in analyzing the personality and why and how of
the epic heroes' actions, one can always look to myth.

Methodology

The present study is inductive and is organized in three parts using a descriptive-analytical method. In
the first part, an introduction is presented, with the following parts: the problem, questions,
hypotheses, background, significance, and the purpose of the research. Then, in the second part, the
theoretical foundations of the hypothesis of the reflection of the mythological scene of the
confrontation between Mihr and the Cow in the battle of Rostam and the White Demon are explained
under four headings: Omidsalar’s psychoanalytic analysis of the battle of Rostam and the White
Demon, the mythological analysis of the present study of the aforementioned conflict, the relationship
between the Cow and the White Demon, and finally, the justification of the relationship between
Rostam and Mihr in two aspects of obtaining the military position and crowning have been examined
and proven. Then, in the final part, in order to confirm the positive hypothesis, other similar examples
from epic texts have been introduced.

Discussion

Indra was one of the gods who became a goddess in Iranian mythology, and some of his heroic and
heroic qualities were transferred to the god Mihr. In the reflection of the myth of Mihr’s confrontation
with the cow in the epic, the heroes and courtiers assume the functions of Mihr, and according to the
numerous available evidence, this recurring archetype is not limited to the Sahnameh and has been
repeated many times in epic texts to the extent that it also finds a fundamental function. In this
process, Rostam, as a symbol of light and goodness, is considered to be the embodiment of Mihr’s
behavioral pattern, and the white demon, which is considered to be the embodiment of darkness and
the proliferation of evil, is sacrificed in the place of the first cow so that the concept of growth and life
can be realized. The White Demon is the most well-known demon in Iranian mythology, epics, and
stories, and has a life span as long as the mythological history of Iran. During the transition from myth
to epic, the cow's power in this ancient mythological play is transferred to the White Demon, the
embodiment of evil and darkness, and by order of Zal, Rostam, the representative of light and
goodness, who is in charge of the sealed power, defeats the White Demon with a dagger. In this
process, Rostam is considered the savior of Kaykavus and the Iranian army from the magic of the
White Demon, and in order to free them from the prison of Mazandaran and restore light to their eyes,
he is forced to confront the White Demon and kill him. The destruction of the white demon, like the
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killing of the bull, is seen as the beginning of a new era of Rostam's opening to the group of heroes,
his formalization as the crown giver and renewal of the Kaykavus kingdom, and the continuation of
peace and stability in Iran. At the end of the transition process, the function of the sun god's feast and
the offering of the sacrificial bull are interpreted as the feeding of Kaykavus and the Iranian army from
the liver of the white demon and their clear vision. It seems that, however, Rostam, as the most
prominent hero of the Sahnameh, often resorts to various secret tricks of the Ayyar in her battles, and
moves away from the role of a hero and appears in the role of an Ayyar. In accordance with the model
presented in the qualification for the rank of soldier in the spiritual ranks of the Mihr ritual, the test
plan of passing Haft Khan for Rostam, in the Sahnameh and killing the white demon and saving
Kaykavus and the Iranians from the embodiment of evil and darkness, is in fact a kind of ceremony of
initiation and initiation of the central character of the Sahnameh into the realm of heroism and
maturity and his acceptance into the group of heroes and the establishment of the rank of soldier in the
Mithraic ritual for Rostam. Rostam, in honor of achieving this spiritual rank, after killing the white
demon, first releases Kaykavus and his companions from captivity, then returns light to their dark
vision and places Kaykavus on the throne of Kiani again and gives the crown of the Iranian kingdom,
which is the symbol of the sun's curl and the rays sent by it (the king), to Kaykavus, like a soldier
returning a Mihr, and is honored with the program of " Crown-giver".

Conclusion

In the cases studied, the pattern of Mihr’s functions and earthly appearance as a symbol of light,
goodness, and courage has been transferred to heroes and nobles, and the evil, dark, and fearful
appearance of the primeval cow, whose sacrifice is a source of salvation and renewal, has been
transferred to demon-cows and sorceresses. The presence of guides and the enlightenment and
blessing from the meat or blood of the sacrificial cow are also considered to be other notable
manifestations of the evidence discussed. The overall conclusion of this study shows that based on a
mythological approach, it is possible to provide a more substantiated interpretation of the story of
Rostam's fight with the white demon, as well as justify its relationship with the Mihr bull-slaughter
ritual, which is not only unique, and not limited to one report, but also analyzed and proven through
other evidence.

Keywords: Myth, Mihr and Bull, Rostam and the Div-e Sapid, Ayyar and the Hero, epic texts.
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The emergence of Islamic mysticism and Sufism in the early centuries of
the Hijri calendar was accompanied by the formation of a set of mystical
terms that Sufis and mystics used to express their specific teachings.
These terms were gradually codified over time, and many mystics
provided interpretations of them. Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani (d. 525 AH) is
among the prominent thinkers and mystics who, in addition to employing
the common mystical terminology, contributed innovative concepts to this
field. A close examination of his works reveals that, in order to articulate
his profound and novel mystical ideas, he coined and introduced new
terms such as “pir-parasti” (devotion to the spiritual master), “‘adat-
parasti” (habit worship) including sub-concepts like “hijab-e ‘adat” (veil
of habit) and “shari‘at-e ‘adat” (sharia of habit), “spiritual incarnation” and
“virtual incarnation,” “sad,” “alchemy,” and “shari‘at-e ‘ishq” (sharia of
love). This article identifies, analyzes, and explains the most significant
innovative mystical terms introduced by Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani and
clarifies their place within his intellectual system. The findings of the
study show that his novel terminology stems from his effort to present
mystical concepts beyond the framework of the conventional terms of his
time and plays a key role in expressing his unique mystical ideas.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The expansion of Islamic mysticism and Sufism, along with the emergence of various Sufi orders in
the early centuries of the Hijri era, was accompanied by the creation of numerous mystical expressions
and terminologies frequently employed by mystics and Sufis to articulate their ideas. Gradually, many
mystics undertook the explanation, clarification, and compilation of these mystical terms, so that by
the third and fourth centuries AH the groundwork for the maturation and codification of Sufi
terminology had been established. The mystical terms presented in different Sufi works show only
minor variations and are, in most cases, quite similar. In fact, the writings devoted to mystical
terminology largely followed one another, preserving the established meanings of the terms while
shaping the broader current of Islamic mysticism and Sufism. ‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani, alongside the
development of themes influenced by other mystics and thinkers, at times addressed issues and
discussions that appear to have been introduced for the first time in his works. In certain cases, he
elaborated extensively on subjects that had not been emphasized among the Sufis. The presentation of
new and innovative mystical ideas required the introduction of fresh terminologies, which Hamadant
employed with originality and intellectual brilliance. In other words, some of his thoughts and ideas in
the realm of mysticism and Sufism exceeded the capacity of the conventional mystical terminology of
his time, as the earlier terms could not adequately convey the profound concepts within his intellectual
system. Consequently, he was compelled to devise new mystical terms to articulate his ideas. At times,
however, he expressed concepts previously discussed by other mystics and Sufis through newly coined
mystical terminology. The present study seeks to identify, analyze, and examine the mystical terms
specific to ‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani, focusing on one of his most significant innovations—namely,
the creation of new terminologies.

Literature Review and Research Methodology

The research method of this article is library-based and conducted through an analytical-descriptive
approach. In order to examine and compare mystical terminologies, the authors have referred to two
categories of lexicons of Sufi terminology:1. Early lexicons such as al -Luma al -Ta arruf, Nahj al -
Khass, Darajat al -Mu amalat, and Sad Maydan. 2. Contemporary glossaries such as Shar A | stilahat
al -Tasawwuf by Gowharin and Farhang-i Lugat wa lsdilahat wa Tabirat irfani by Sajjadi. The
compilers of contemporary lexicons of mystical terminology, in addition to common mystical terms
such as fagr, rida, zuhd, shawq, and others, have sometimes included metaphors and compound
expressions among mystical terms. Nevertheless, the authors of the present article, regardless of the
differing perspectives on the selection of mystical terminology in contemporary lexicons, through a
close reading of the works of ‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani, have identified words or expressions that have
acquired terminological significance and have undertaken to explain and analyze the most important
of them.

Discussion

‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani, a prominent mystic and thinker of the fifth and sixth centuries AH,
introduced novel ideas and fresh perspectives. A close study of his works in comparison with those of
earlier mystics reveals that many of his thoughts had not been expressed in the writings of previous
Sufis and were articulated for the first time through his pen. Consequently, the conventional mystical
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terminology of his time proved insufficient to convey some of his profound and innovative ideas. In
order to express his distinctive concepts, he devised new mystical terms through which he could
communicate his intended meanings. The most significant mystical terms coined by ‘Ayn al-Qudat
Hamadani include pir-parasti, “adat-parasti (under which he also employed the terms hijab-i “adat and
shari‘at-i “adat), hulal-i ma‘navi, huldl-i majazi, sad, kimiyagari , and shari‘at-i ‘ishg. Of course, the
number of mystical terms coined by him exceeds these examples; however, these six selected terms
are those most extensively employed within his intellectual system. They are unique to ‘Ayn al-Qudat
Hamadant and are not found in the works of earlier mystics.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the innovative terminology of ‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani arose from his
endeavor to articulate mystical concepts beyond the conventional expressions of his time, playing a
valuable and significant role in elucidating his distinctive mystical ideas. In his view, the spiritual
master (pir) not only guides the seeker but also serves as a mirror in which the seeker may behold
God. ‘Ayn al-Qudat maintained that pir-parasti [devotion to the spiritual master], since it constitutes
the prelude to guidance and the vision of God, is superior even to khuda-parasti [devotion to God]. He
repeatedly employed the term pir-parastt to emphasize this point. Furthermore, in his opposition to
habit and the performance of actions—even religious practices—merely out of routine, he introduced
the term “adat-parasti [habit worship], which he condemned throughout his works. This notion was of
such importance in his thought that, on its basis, he coined two further expressions: hijab-i ‘adat [veil
of habit] and shari‘at-i “adat [sharia of habit]. To explain the union with the Divine, ‘Ayn al-Qudat
devised the concepts of hulal-i ma‘navi and hulal-i majazi [spiritual incarnation and virtual
incarnation], while employing the letter Sad to signify the essential reality of the Prophet (peace be
upon him). According to him, God at times, through His power, performs kimiyagari [Alchemy],
bringing the servant to the stage of fana’ [annihilation]and elevating him. For a religion and law that
transcends outward forms—in which seekers may wear the zunnar and in which the categories of
lawful and unlawful acquire new meanings— Ayn al-Qudat employed the term shart‘at-i ‘ishq [sharia
of love].

Keywords: Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani, Mystical Terminology, pir-parasti [devotion to the spiritual
master], huldli-ye ma‘navi va majaz [spiritual and virtual incarnation], kimiyagari [alchemy].
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During the preparation of a new critical edition of al-Tawassul ila al-Tarassul by
Baha’ al-Din Muhammad ibn Mu’ayyad al-Baghdadi, court secretary to ‘Ala” al-
Din Tekish Khwarazmshah (r. 568-596 AH/1172-1200 CE), a previously
unknown decree addressed to Imam Shihab al-Din al-Khiyiqt (d. 618 AH/1221
CE), the distinguished sixth-century scholar and jurist, was discovered. This text
is absent from Ahmad Bahmanyar's printed edition (1315 Sh./1936 CE) as well as
from the early manuscripts of al-Tawassul, and survives only in a single seventh-
century manuscript together with two later copies derived from it. The present
study aims to establish a critical edition of the newly discovered decree,
determine the validity of its attribution, and evaluate its historical significance.
Following a comparative examination of the extant witnesses, the text was
critically edited according to the relative-base method. The resulting edition was
then subjected to codicological, stylistic, and contextual analysis. Manuscript
evidence indicates that the text possesses a considerable degree of authenticity
and may legitimately be regarded as part of the textual corpus of al-Tawassul.
Furthermore, stylistic analysis at the levels of vocabulary, syntax, and rhetorical
devices demonstrates that the linguistic features of the decree closely correspond
to those found in the authenticated writings of Baha’ al-Din al-Baghdadi. Finally,
contextual and historical analysis suggests that the decree was most likely issued
during the later years of Tekish's reign and during the youth of Shihab al-Din al-
Khiyiigl. This finding not only contributes to the reconstruction of al-Khiytqt's
scholarly biography but also sheds light on the continuity of the cultural and
political networks associated with the Khwarazmshah court. Accordingly, the
critical edition and publication of this decree reveal a previously missing
component of Baha’ al-Din al-Baghdadi's oeuvre and provide a new source for
the intellectual and literary history of sixth- and seventh-century Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

During the preparation of a new critical edition of al-Tawassul ila al-Tarassul, the celebrated Persian
collection of chancery prose by Baha’ al-Din Muhammad ibn Mu’ayyad al-Baghdadi, court secretary
to ‘Ala’ al-Din Tekish Khwarazmshah (r. 568-596 AH/1172-1200 CE), a previously unknown decree
addressed to Imam Shihab al-Din al-Khiytiq1 (d. 618 AH/1221 CE) came to light. The text is absent
from Ahmad Bahmanyar’s printed edition and from the earlier manuscript tradition known so far,
surviving only in a seventh-century copy and in two later copies derived from it. Its recovery is
therefore significant not only for the transmission history of al-Tawassul but also for the study of
Persian administrative prose, Khwarazmshaht court culture, and the intellectual biography of al-
Khiytiqi. The present study aims to establish a critical edition of the decree, assess its attribution to
Baha’ al-Din al-Baghdadi, and evaluate its historical and literary significance.

Literature review and discussion

Scholarship on Baha’ al-Din al-Baghdadi has long recognized al-Tawassul ila al-Tarassul as one of the
major monuments of sixth-century Persian insha’, notable for combining bureaucratic prose with
ethical, didactic, and rhetorical concerns. Yet the textual history of the work remains incompletely
mapped, and the possibility of supplementary pieces preserved outside the standard printed tradition
has not been fully explored. The case of Shihab al-Din al-Khiytqt is even more limited. Aside from
scattered references in biographical and historical works and one modern encyclopedic entry, his life
and status have received little sustained analytical attention. Existing accounts tend to reiterate familiar
episodes connected with Sultan Muhammad Khwarazmshah and the Mongol invasion, while earlier
phases of his career and his links to Tekish’s court remain insufficiently documented.

This study approaches the problem from four complementary angles. First, codicology is used to
describe the manuscript witnesses as material and historical objects: their script, layout, rubrication,
foliation, scribal habits, and textual environment. Second, textual criticism is employed to compare the
surviving witnesses and reconstruct the most reliable form of the decree. Third, critical editing refers
to the editorial act of producing a justified text on the basis of variant readings, manuscript
relationships, and emendational judgment. Fourth, stylistic analysis examines the linguistic profile of
the decree in order to determine whether it accords with Baha’ al-Din’s authenticated prose. The
edition follows a relative-base method, meaning that the earliest and most trustworthy witness is taken
as the principal base text, while its readings are checked and refined through comparison with the
related copies. In a small and genealogically close manuscript tradition, this method allows the editor
to avoid speculative reconstruction while still producing a defensible text.

The manuscript evidence is particularly revealing. The seventh-century Majlis manuscript preserves
the decree within a transmission context that also includes another otherwise unattested piece. Its title,
“min kalamihi fi ba‘d al-a&’imma wa huwa Shihab al-Din al-Khiytaqi,” suggests that the copyist already
regarded the text as part of Baha’ al-Din’s corpus. The two later witnesses, though incomplete and
derivative, confirm the continuity of circulation and support the authenticity of the text rather than
undermining it.

Discussion

The decree’s attribution to Baha’ al-Din al-Baghdadi is supported by a convergence of structural,
lexical, syntactic, and contextual evidence. Structurally, the decree follows the characteristic
architecture of Baha’ al-Din’s decrees in al-Tawassul: title, introductory praise, a transition from
framing to substance, the main body of the decree, renewed emphasis through repeated formulations,
and a concluding exhortation or prayer. Even though the manuscript title differs from the standard
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titles found in the printed collection, the internal organization aligns closely with the epistolary design
of Baha’ al-Din’s chancery prose.

At the level of diction, the decree shares a recognizable vocabulary with authenticated pieces in al-
Tawassul. It repeatedly employs terms and collocations associated with learned-administrative
discourse, such as those referring to justice, knowledge, training, honor, providence, and rhetorical
elevation. This lexical consistency is not merely decorative; it marks the text as belonging to the same
semantic and ideological field as Baha’ al-Din’s confirmed writings. Syntactically, the decree
alternates between extended, layered sentences and short emphatic clauses. Such patterning is typical
of Baha’ al-Din’s prose, where syntactic complexity serves persuasive and directive purposes. From
the standpoint of stylistic analysis, this is crucial: the goal is not simply to identify textual variants, but
to examine how the text speaks, how it organizes authority, and how its rhetoric constructs legitimacy.
The decree also displays the rhetorical habits associated with Persian chancery prose: parallelism,
repetition, Qurianic resonance, and tightly structured semantic clusters.

The historical implications are equally important. The decree suggests that Shihab al-Din al-Khiytqt
was already known and valued during the later years of Tekish’s reign, well before the better-
documented phase of his career under Sultan Muhammad Khwarazmshah. It therefore contributes to
the reconstruction of his scholarly biography and indicates greater continuity in the personnel and
networks of Khwarazmshahi administration than the extant sources reveal. The text also clarifies the
interaction between learned authority and courtly bureaucracy: jurists, scholars, and secretaries
operated within a shared discursive space in which religious legitimacy and political administration
were mutually reinforcing.

For studies of al-Tawassul ila al-Tarassul, the decree suggests that the textual corpus may have been
broader and more fluid than the printed tradition indicates. For work on Baha’ al-Din al-Baghdadi, it
offers a valuable witness to his mature prose style and to the ideological world in which his chancery
writing functioned. For the cultural history of the Khwarazmshahs, it provides a rare document that
links bureaucratic prose to the formation and circulation of scholarly prestige. In this sense, the decree
is not merely an additional text; it is evidence for the ways Persian administrative writing recorded,
shaped, and preserved political and intellectual relationships.

Conclusion

On the basis of manuscript transmission, stylistic correspondence, and historical plausibility, the
newly discovered decree can be attributed with a high degree of confidence to Baha’ al-Din
Muhammad ibn Mu’ayyad al-Baghdadi. Its presence in a seventh-century witness, together with its
reflection in two later copies, supports its authenticity and justifies its inclusion in the textual corpus of
al-Tawassul ila al-Tarassul. More broadly, the text restores a previously missing component of Baha’
al-Din’s oeuvre and provides a new source for the intellectual, literary, and administrative history of
sixth- and seventh-century Iran. It also enriches the biography of Shihab al-Din al-Khiytqi and
deepens our understanding of Khwarazmshahi cultural and political networks. The publication of this
decree therefore matters not only for textual scholarship, but also for Persian manuscript studies,
Islamic intellectual history, and the study of Persian epistolography.

Keywords: al-Tawassul ila al-Tarassul; Baha’ al-Din Muhammad ibn Mu’ayyad al-Baghdadi; Shihab
al-Din al-Khiyaqt, codicology; textual criticism; critical editing; stylistic analysis; Khwarazmshahs;
Persian epistolography.
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When dealing with a literary text, what is assumed and strengthens the original
value of the text is its literary features, but being lyrical is a matter of content, and
the lyrical text increases its quality by resorting to the features of the literary
language. Despite this, lyrical texts without literary features are more or less
ignored. Among the types of lyrical words, complaint requires the closest
proximity to reality, and basically, a complaint whose subject is a complaint
about an imaginary matter, will not have any meaning from the point of view of
being a complaint for the audience. This judgment is more stable in the case of
political complaints. Based on this, it seems that in order to open the chapter of
research in the field of non-literary language of lyrical texts or what is called
referential language, research into complaint is a suitable choice. In this research,
a political complaint has been selected from the text of Rawandi's Rahat al-Sodur
and the quality of the retention of the referential aspect of the language of this
text has been examined. Studies show that the prose format is more favorable
than poetry in adopting the reference language for complaints, but we think that
the principle in advancing this approach is the realistic identity of the complaint.
This realistic identity has caused Ravandi to ignore the original elements of
rhetoric and to limit the expressive elements to only a few and more important
ones, which are weak and ineffective, and to pay more attention to direct and one-
to-one word and meaning.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Lyrical literature is an area where a deep look into the content and language of its various forms
reflects new aspects of the different states and linguistic possibilities of the human species, but to date,
the theoretical foundations and linguistic discussions of this literary form have not received much
attention. In the few sources, very general definitions have been presented about it, which have
become obvious due to overuse and are practically not considered informative statements about lyric
literature. To say that lyrical literature is born of human emotions and, consequently, has a soft and
gentle language does not do justice to the subject, because not only do the multiple subcategories of
lyrical literature (praise, criticism, satire, ghazal, etc.) have obvious differences from each other, but a
closer look also shows that the examples of these subcategories (assuming the same content) have
subtle differences in terms of language. Of course, this is obvious, but research into these differences
is another matter, especially if the research focuses on areas that are often neglected. When it comes to
literature, it is assumed that the language of the text is literary. But can this assumption be generalized
to the entirety of the work? This question is raised in a more serious way in the case of prose works.
Furthermore, the question arises as to what relationship texts that are more in line with the realities of
the external world and are naturally distant from imagination will have with literature. It is not useful
to resort to philosophical definitions of literature and literary text in this area, especially if they are a
repetition of Western theories.

Literature Review and Methodology

Complaint is not a topic that has been neglected in the field of Persian literature. Many researchers
have tried to study and introduce various aspects of this type of lyrical speech, but the linguistic aspect
of complaint writing in general has no precedent. On the other hand, the issue of “referential
language” has also often not been considered important in linguistic research on literary texts because
in a literary text, the essence is the literary dimension of the speech and attention should of course be
focused on how the literary language is formed. Therefore, in our searches, no research was found that
specifically prioritized the concept of “referential language” of the text.

Only two articles, titled “Linguistic Analysis of Nafsat-ul-Masdur by Zaidari Nasavi” and “The Nature
of Sufism and Its Language from Rumi’s Perspective in Mathnavi,” are worth mentioning with the
keyword “referential language.” The first article discusses from beginning to end how to distance
oneself from referential language and the desire for literary language. The second article, in
accordance with the main purpose of the research, examines referential language not through how it is
formed in the text, but from the perspective of a mystic and in relation to a mystical worldview.

In this research, a political complaint has been selected from the text of Rawandi's Rahat al-Sodur and

the quality of the retention of the referential aspect of the language of this text has been examined.

Discussion

Perhaps the "literary” nature of a text and the "referential” nature of its language are in clear
contradiction to each other because in this aspect of language usage, "the word is used in its literal
meaning or in those figurative and allegorical meanings that are well-known" (Sami'i, 2016: 53), but
literariness is defined as the meaning of the word in a way other than its literal meaning, while at the
same time maintaining its originality. On the other hand, the "lyrical” nature of a text is not dependent
on the meaning of the word, but is a concept that is primarily related to the content of the text. Of
course, there is no doubt that lyrical texts, whether in verse or prose, often present emotional content
with literary language, but we can find examples in which this ruling is not absolutely true, at least not
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in the case of them, and the referential status of the language of the text is more significant. It seems
that the relatively long prose complaint that appears in the opening pages of Rawandi's Raha'at-ul-
Sudur wa Ayah-ul-Surur is an example of such a text in the broad field of lyric literature, and research
into its linguistic aspects can be a prelude to research into the relationship between referential
language and lyric literature.

Conclusion

In writing this part of the book, Rawandi has adhered to the principles of reporting and historiography
and has avoided anything that could undermine the reliability of his complaining report. As a result of
the referential dignity of the text's language, the expected level of an ancient text (and selected from a
work attributed to the period of technical prose) has been observed. The extent to which this complaint
is devoid of literary aspects is equally considered a precise lyrical text that is in keeping with its
original identity and mission. The final and more general result is that in the complaint with its various
types in terms of subject matter, one can and should expect an unconvincing language that is very
close to the characteristics of the referential language, while at the same time acknowledging the
literary nature of the speech and its lyrical nature. This is why it can be claimed that drawing a
diagram that can accurately show the characteristics of a lyrical-literary text in terms of language is
very difficult and even impossible. This can undermine the well-known and generally accepted rules
in the field of language and the language of literary texts that are more or less accepted by researchers
and critics today and are used as the scale of linguistic criticism of literary works, and it forces them to
be cautious in issuing judgments about the quality of the language of such works.

Keywords: Lyrical literature, complaint, referential language, Rahah al-Sadur, Rawandi.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Qur’anic lexicography in Persian constitutes a valuable yet relatively less explored part of the Islamic
scholarly heritage. This tradition not only served as an instrument for understanding and translating
the Qur’an among Persian-speaking communities, but also provides a rich foundation for tracing the
historical development of the Persian language, including its orthographic shifts, syntactic structures,
and stylistic tendencies over different periods. Nuqid al-Juman fi ‘Uqtd al-Turjuman is among the
most prominent examples of this legacy, notable both for the date of its transcription and for the
methodological approach of its author. In this work, the author adopted a pedagogical and explanatory
perspective, systematically presenting Qur’anic words and expressions from the opening chapter (al-
Fatiha) to the concluding chapter (al-Nas), accompanied by grammatical explanations and occasional
exegetical remarks. The significance of the present study lies in the fact that, for the first time, one of
the earliest extant manuscripts of this work—copied in 609 AH/1212 CE and preserved in the library
of the Astan Quds in Mashhad—has been examined in detail. Beyond its antiquity, the manuscript is
of considerable importance due to its particular orthographic features and numerous marginal notes,
which together offer valuable insights into the intellectual and cultural milieu of medieval Khorasan.

Discussion

1. Historical Context

Internal evidence in the introduction and throughout the text suggests that the author lived in the late
sixth and early seventh centuries AH. The manuscript also reveals that the book was written at the
request of Aba Tahir Sulayman ibn Mujtaba ibn Murtada for the education of his son, Haydar. This
clearly indicates that the work was not composed for a general audience, but rather within an
educational and familial context, designed to serve the religious training of a younger generation.
Other historical indicators—most notably certain lexical items that appear characteristic of Khorasani
usage—suggest that the author likely belonged to the cultural sphere of Khorasan. In this light, Nuqid
al-Juman emerges as an important link in the chain of Persian Qur’anic lexicons, with great potential
for reconstructing the intellectual and linguistic history of its era.

2. Structure and Orthographic Features

The structure of the work follows the order of the Qur’anic chapters. Each entry typically includes a
translation of a word or phrase, a brief grammatical or morphological explanation, and occasionally a
citation of Arabic or Persian poetry or an exegetical note. Such an arrangement shows that the author
intended the work to transcend the limits of a simple glossary, shaping it into a pedagogical and
explanatory reference. Of special importance are the orthographic features of the manuscript, which
display several characteristics of Middle Persian writing practices. These features, including diverse
methods of representing certain letters and symbols, provide evidence of transitional phases in Persian
orthography during the medieval period. The manuscript is thus not only significant for Qur’anic
studies but also a key source for understanding the historical development of Persian script.

3. Grammatical and Phonological Dimensions

From a grammatical perspective, the text offers a wealth of material. The use of various verbal
constructions, emphatic particles, and flexible approaches to word order reflect the syntactic norms of
medieval Persian prose. Different ways of employing grammatical elements in sentences, as well as
diverse methods of expressing numbers and quantification, present valuable evidence of the richness
of the language at that time. On the phonological level, the manuscript contains indications of sound
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changes and variations in pronunciation that distinguish medieval Persian from its modern form. These
data are particularly useful for reconstructing the historical phonology of Persian.

4. Lexical Precision and Scholarly Value

Lexically, the author’s precision in rendering meanings and capturing the functional nuances of Arabic
verb forms is remarkable. He systematically translated the major Arabic verbal patterns—such as
tafll, mufa‘ala, ifti‘al, and tafa‘ul—into Persian equivalents that also conveyed their syntactic
functions. Verbs of reciprocity, for example, were rendered in ways that clearly expressed this sense in
Persian. Likewise, verbs of proximity and temporal adverbs were translated with accuracy and
creativity. This attention to detail made Nuqiid al-Juman not only a tool for understanding the
Qur’anic text but also a valuable repository for historical linguistics. Compared with other lexicons of
its kind, the work occupies an intermediate position: on the one hand, it shares the conciseness typical
of shorter glossaries, while on the other, it goes further by incorporating grammatical and syntactic
analysis. The antiquity of the 609 AH manuscript enhances its value, bringing us closer to the
linguistic and exegetical layers of the author’s own time.

5. Research Findings and Significance

The findings of this study demonstrate that Nuqiid al-Juman is not merely a Qur’anic dictionary, but
rather a multi-dimensional text of linguistic, stylistic, codicological, and pedagogical importance. The
existence of such an early manuscript provides a sound basis for preparing a critical edition and for
comparing it with other known copies, such as those in the Topkapi Palace. Moreover, the dialectal
traces and regional vocabulary preserved in the work invite future research in historical dialectology
and the mapping of vernacular lexicon across Persian texts. In this way, Nuqid al-Juman serves as a
primary source for studying the interaction between Arabic and Persian, the evolution of Persian
orthography, and the educational environment of Khorasan during the medieval period.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Nuqud al-Juman fI ‘Uqud al-Turjuman is a work that combines precise Qur’anic
translation, grammatical insights, literary citations, and exegetical remarks, offering a vivid picture of
linguistic scholarship and the intellectual climate of its time. The text demonstrates how Qur’anic
lexicons could function simultaneously as pedagogical tools for understanding scripture and as
enduring documents for linguistic and cultural studies. From this perspective, Nuqud al-Juman is of
inestimable value not only for Qur’anic research but also for historical linguistics, stylistics of Persian
prose, and the study of the evolution of Persian writing. A critical edition and renewed scholarly
engagement with this work promise to open new horizons in both Qur’anic and Persian studies,
revealing how a seemingly simple Qur’anic lexicon can serve as a window into the history of Iranian-
Islamic culture and thought.

Keywords: Nuqud al-Juman, Quranic Dictionary, Old manuscripts, Persian Language, Critical Text
Edition.
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Ambiguity (Iham) is considered one of the sophisticated rhetorical devices
(Badie-e Ma’navi) and ranks among the most important and imaginative
artistic constructions. Some scholars of rhetoric even classify it alongside
figures of speech (Sur-e Khayal). Kamal Khajavi, a prominent lyric poet
of the 8th century Hijri and a contemporary of Hafez, paid significant
attention to this rhetorical device in his poetry. The use of “lham" in the
"Divan" of Kamal Khajavi is particularly significant because he
constructed "ambiguity networks" in his verses. This means that in some
of his ghazals, one can trace intertwined networks of various types of
ambiguity. This phenomenon is sometimes observable across all the
verses of a single ghazal, and its frequency is so high that it cannot be
attributed to chance. This research, written using a descriptive-analytical
method, examines the types of "Iham" and ambiguity networks in the first
200 ghazals out of the 1,079 ghazals in his "Divan". The results indicate
that Kamal Khajavi, alongside other rhetorical and stylistic devices, paid
considerable attention to the application of various types of "lham".
Furthermore, by constructing ambiguity networks, he created novel and
unique imagery in his poetry.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The seventh and eighth centuries AH (13th and 14th centuries CE) represent a golden age for Persian
literature, during which the literary device of ihaam (ambiguity) saw significant application. While
this artifice is commonly associated with Hafez, he was not its originator; poets such as Saadi and
Khagani had already explored this imaginative technique. Notably, Zia al-Din Sajadi posits that
Khagani was the first poet in the sixth century AH to extensively employ ihaam, particularly “ihaam-e
tanaasob” (ambiguity of association), and that Hafez was influenced by him in this regard. Kamal
Khujandi, a prominent poet of the eighth century AH and a contemporary of Hafez, also paid
considerable attention to the use of various types of ithaam in his “ghazals”, making ihaam arguably
the most pervasive and significant literary device in his poetry.

The present study aims to investigate the types of ihaam and “ihaam networks” within Kamal
Khujandi's ghazals. For this research, the first 200 ghazals out of a total of 1079 from his “Divan”
have been examined. Initially, each type of ihaam is defined, followed by extracted and explained
examples from Kamal's ghazals. The frequency analysis of these ihaam types within the selected 200
ghazals suggests that while it may not be definitively claimed that Kamal's ihaam is qualitatively
equivalent to Hafez's, quantitatively, Kamal stands as the poet who most closely followed in Hafez's
footsteps. The selected 200 ghazals comprise 1431 verses, of which 706 verses (approximately half)
contain at least one form of ihaam, underscoring the poet's focus on and prolific use of this literary
device.

Research Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method, drawing upon library resources. The process
involved compiling definitions of various types of ihaam from classical and contemporary literary
criticism. Subsequently, examples of these ihaam types were extracted from Kamal Khujandi's ghazals
and analyzed to demonstrate their application.

Discussion

Traditional literary analyses categorize ihaam based on its primary meanings, distinguishing between
its proximity to the intended meaning (near vs. distant) and subtypes such as “ihaam-e mojarradeh”,
“ihaam-e morashshaheh, “ihaam-e movashah”, “ihaam-e mobayyeneh” and “ihaam-e mohayyeeh.
Other classifications are based on the nature of the associative link, including “ihaam-e tanaasob”,
“ihaam-e tazaad”, “ihaam-e taraadof, “ihaam-e tarjomeh” and “ihaam-e vasl”.

Contemporary works on Arabic rhetoric have introduced revisions to the definitions and classifications
of ihaam. This study adopts a hybrid approach, considering insights from both earlier and later
scholars. It examines 28 distinct types of ihaam identified in the works of poets like Hafez or
highlighted by researchers.

Conclusion

The artifice of ihaam has been the most significant literary device in Kamal Khujandi's oeuvre. While
he acknowledged and employed other rhetorical devices, his primary focus was on the application of
various forms of ihaam. Across the 200 ghazals examined, comprising 1431 verses, approximately 706
verses contained at least one type of ihaam. Among these, the most frequently employed forms were
networked ihaam (ihaam-e shabakeh - the use of more than one type of ihaam within a single verse)
with 231 instances, ambiguity of association and its derivatives (ihaam-e tabaador and its derivatives,
including pun-based ambiguity, ambiguity of varied phonetic reading, and ambiguity of derivation)
with 87 instances, absolute ambiguity (ihaam-e motlaqg) with 67 instances, ambiguity of varied reading
(ihaam-e gooneh-goon-khaani) and its derivatives with 58 instances, ambiguity of association (ihaam-
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e tanaasob) with 51 instances, grammatical ambiguity (ihaam-e dastouri) and its derivatives (structural
ambiguity, sehr-e halal and ambiguity in pronoun reference) with 42 instances, ambiguity with two
meanings and potential opposites (zow-al-wajhayn and mohtamel al-zeddayn) with 38 instances,
ambiguity of synonymy and translation (ihaam-e taraadof and tarjomrh) with 33 instances, allusive
ambiguity (ihaam-e kenaayi) with 28 instances, style of the wise (osloob al-hakim) and amendment
(estidraak) with 21 instances, applied ambiguity (ihaam-e estekhdaami) with 19 instances, ambiguity
of emphasis and inversion (ihaam-e tookid and aks) with 15 instances, ambiguity of contrast and
paradox (ihaam-e tazaaad and paradox) with 13 instances, and compound ambiguity (ihaam-e
morakkab) with 3 instances. Based on the initial 200 ghazals from his Divan, Kamal Khujandi does
not appear to have relied heavily on creating ihaam through the repetition of similar themes,
vocabulary, or phrases. Instead, he strived to avoid banality and monotony by introducing new
concepts and employing diverse words and expressions. The most distinctive characteristic of Kamal's
poetry lies in his use of various forms of ihaam, particularly "networked ihaam" which involves
constructing layers of ambiguity within each other. For instance, by employing a word with multiple
meanings (an instance of absolute ambiguity), he often created the conditions for other types of
ambiguity to emerge. One of these meanings might then form an associative link, synonymy, contrast,
or other relationships with another word, thereby generating further layers of ambiguity. It can be
confidently asserted that such intricate lexical arrangements and engineering are rarely found in the
poetry of other poets.

Keywords: Kamal Khujandi, ambiguity, Hafez, networks ambiguity, ambiguous networks.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The citation of Persian poetry in historical works written in Arabic—particularly within
Arabic-speaking regions—is a relatively rare phenomenon, likely stemming from the separation
between historiographical traditions as well as limited familiarity with the Persian language.
Nevertheless, al-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi, an Arabic-language chronicle authored by Ghiyath al-Din
‘Abdallah b. Fath-Allah al-Baghdadi al-Falaki al-Katib (fl. early 10th century AH), represents an
exceptional case. This work occupies a distinctive place in the historiography of the 9th and early 10th
centuries AH and plays a significant role in studies concerning the history of Iran and Iraq.

The author not only drew extensively upon Persian sources for the Mongol, Jalayirid, Muzaffarid, and
Timurid periods, but also incorporated a considerable number of Persian poems and proverbs
throughout his narrative. These verses at times serve historical functions and at other times appear as
proverbial or literary illustrations. Al-Falaki al-Baghdadi likely composed his work at the end of the
9th century AH, and we know that several littérateurs and administrators of that era in Baghdad were
familiar with Persian and Turkish.

A preliminary comparison—namely the observation that this scholar and historian cites Turkish
materials only in two or three instances—reveals the predominance of the Persian language in
Baghdad during that period. From a sociolinguistic perspective, this practice may be interpreted as an
effort to confer “symbolic capital” upon the work and to elevate its literary prestige within Baghdad’s
cultural milieu. It suggests that the author’s intellectual environment in late 9th-century AH Baghdad
afforded certain privileges to administrators and men of letters for whom familiarity with Persian
constituted a form of cultural distinction.

Methodology

After collating and extracting the Persian verses from the Baghdad misprint, the present study first
classified the poems into two categories—historical” and “proverbial.” The verses were then edited
and subsequently analyzed in several stages. The method consists of the following steps:

(1) Gathering all Persian citations

(2) Identifying typographical errors and misreadings in the Baghdad edition and correcting them by
comparing the text with a transcription read and annotated by ‘Allama Qazvini

(3) Tracing the sources of the poems in earlier Persian works such as Yazdi’s Zafar-nama, various
Persian Divans, anthologies, and other literary and historical sources

(4) Analyzing the historical or literary function of these citations

Thus, beyond its textual-critical dimension, the study adopts an analytical approach to the
cross-linguistic and cross-cultural functions of these quotations. As is known, only a single manuscript
of al-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi survives today in the Dar al-Makhtiitat in Baghdad. Therefore, in the absence
of direct access to the manuscript, any attempt to correct the Baghdad edition requires reliance on
mediating sources.

One of the most important of these is a transcription of the Baghdad manuscript prepared
approximately eight decades ago by the distinguished Iraqi scholar ‘Abbas al-‘Azzawi for the eminent
historian of Iran, ‘Abbas Igbal Ashtiyani. This transcription is now preserved in the Library of the
Faculty of Letters, University of Tehran. Its particular value lies in the fact that the prominent scholar
of history of Iran, ‘Allama Muhammad Qazvini, studied the transcript and recorded several corrective
or explanatory notes in its margins—many of which form the basis of the textual evaluations and
emendations undertaken in this study.
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Discussion

The findings indicate that the Persian verses in al-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi primarily serve two functions:
first, the recording of historical events through chronograms and historical poems; and second, the
reinforcement of the author’s moral and political judgments. For example, the well-known couplet
concerning Malik Ashraf, which highlights his avarice and eventual assassination, illustrates how a
Persian proverb is interwoven into the historical narrative. Likewise, chronograms such as “Nazanin
Tabriz”—used to mark the year of Tabriz’s plunder—or the quatrains related to Timur’s death
demonstrate the precise ways in which poetry and historiography intersect.

A significant portion of the cited verses pertains to Timurid events. Some of these are directly
borrowed from Persian works, especially the Zafar-nama, while others appear to derive from
documents or oral accounts available to the author. Crucially, when contrasted with the very limited
presence of Turkish poetry in the work, the abundance of Persian citations underscores the superior
cultural standing of Persian in the intellectual milieu of Baghdad during this period. Thus, Ghiyath
al-Din emerges not merely as a transmitting historian but as a literatus well-versed in Persian poetic
traditions, who employs their rhetorical capacities to enhance the narrative structure of his chronicle.

Conclusion

An examination of the Persian poems and proverbs in al-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi demonstrates that the
work occupies a distinguished position for its systematic use of Persian sources and citations within an
Arabic-speaking environment. The extensive reliance on Persian poetry, beyond its function in
historical documentation, signals a deliberate stylistic strategy and an act of cultural self-fashioning.
This phenomenon reflects not only the deep influence of Persian language and literature in 9th-century
AH Baghdad but also the dynamic interaction between Arabic and Persian historiographical traditions.
Consequently, al-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi may be regarded as a valuable source for the study of cultural
history and the sociology of language in the late Islamic period—an artifact that traverses linguistic
boundaries and binds history to literature through the medium of poetry. The detailed analysis of these
verses shows that the author was thoroughly familiar with the Persian literary heritage and employed it
to articulate historical, ethical, and social insights.

These poems not only attest to the cultural and linguistic influence of Iran upon Irag during that era
but also serve as evidence of the bilingual literary environment of late 9th-century AH Baghdad.
Furthermore, a comparative examination of the manuscript annotated by ‘Allama Qazvini with the
Baghdad edition reveals that a substantial portion of the verses requires scholarly and critical
reassessment. Thus, the present study may serve as a preliminary step toward producing a more
authoritative critical edition of al-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi and toward deepening our understanding of the
intricate relationship between Persian poetry and Islamic historiography.

Keywords: Islamic Historiography, Ghiyath al-Din al-Baghdadi, Persian Language, Baghdad, Critical
Edition.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Idris Bidlisi (861-926 AH / 1457-1520 CE) occupies a distinctive position in the cultural and
intellectual history of the late medieval Islamic world. Living during a period marked by the decline of
the Ag Qoyunlu confederation, the rise of the Safavid state, and the consolidation of Ottoman imperial
power, he emerged as one of the most influential Persian-speaking scholars, historians, and statesmen
of his age. His life and career provide a valuable perspective on the cultural interactions between the
Iranian and Ottoman worlds during the tenth century AH / sixteenth century CE. Raised within the
Persianate cultural environment of the Ag Qoyunlu court, Idris received a comprehensive education in
religious sciences, literature, history, philosophy, and administration. His intellectual formation
enabled him to assume important bureaucratic positions under Sultan Ya‘qub Ag Qoyunlu. Following
the collapse of the Ag Qoyunlu state and the establishment of Safavid rule, Idris migrated to the
Ottoman Empire, where he entered the service of Sultan Bayezid Il and later Sultan Selim I. In the
Ottoman court, he became a trusted adviser, diplomat, and historian. The significance of Idris Bidlisi
extends beyond his political activities. He was among the foremost representatives of Persian literary
and historiographical traditions within the Ottoman realm. His writings demonstrate the continued
prestige of Persian as a language of scholarship, administration, and court culture in Anatolia. Among
his numerous works, Hasht Bihisht stands out as the first comprehensive dynastic history of the
Ottomans written in Persian and remains one of the most important historical sources for the study of
early Ottoman history. The present study investigates the life, works, and intellectual legacy of Idris
Bidlisi and evaluates his contribution to the preservation and transmission of Persian culture in the
Ottoman Empire.

Research Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach based primarily on manuscript sources and
historical texts. Particular emphasis is placed on the writings of Idris Bidlisi himself, including his
historical, literary, mystical, and political works. These materials are examined alongside Persian,
Ottoman Turkish, and Arabic sources in order to reconstruct his biography and assess the scope of his
scholarly activities. The research also benefits from modern studies conducted by Iranian and Turkish
scholars concerning the life and writings of Idris Bidlisi. Comparative analysis is utilized to identify
the intellectual influences that shaped his works and to evaluate their historical significance within
broader Persianate and Ottoman cultural traditions. Attention is given to both textual content and
historical context, allowing for a comprehensive understanding of Bidlisi’s role as a mediator between
different political and cultural spheres. By integrating manuscript evidence with contemporary
scholarship, the study seeks to provide a more complete account of Idris Bidlisi’s intellectual career
than has previously been available in Persian-language research. Special consideration is given to the
diversity of his writings and to the cultural functions performed by Persian within the Ottoman courtly
environment.

Discussion

The findings reveal that Idris Bidlisi served as a crucial cultural intermediary between the Iranian and
Ottoman worlds. His migration from the Ag Qoyunlu court to the Ottoman Empire was not merely a
personal transition but also part of a broader movement of Persian-speaking intellectuals whose
expertise contributed significantly to Ottoman state formation and cultural development. One of the
most notable aspects of Bidlisi’s career was his ability to adapt Persian historiographical traditions to
Ottoman political needs.

His masterpiece, Hasht Bihisht, provided the Ottoman dynasty with a sophisticated historical narrative
modeled on established Persian literary and historical conventions. By presenting Ottoman rulers
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within a framework familiar to Persianate audiences, he contributed to the legitimization of Ottoman
sovereignty and integrated the dynasty into the broader Islamic and Iranian historical tradition. The
study further demonstrates that Bidlisi’s intellectual output extended far beyond historiography. His
writings encompass fields such as mysticism, ethics, political thought, religious studies, poetry, and
translation. This diversity reflects the multidimensional character of learned elites in the Islamic world
and illustrates the breadth of scholarly activity associated with Persian-speaking intellectuals in
Ottoman service. Another important finding concerns the status of the Persian language in the
Ottoman Empire. Although Ottoman Turkish functioned increasingly as the language of
administration and governance, Persian retained considerable prestige in literary and scholarly circles.
The patronage extended to Idris Bidlisi by Ottoman rulers indicates that Persian continued to serve as
an important medium of cultural representation and intellectual production. His works reveal the
persistence of Persian literary aesthetics and historical writing traditions within the Ottoman
environment. The evidence also highlights Bidlisi’s influence on later Ottoman historians. Several
Ottoman chronicles display similarities to Hasht Bihisht in structure, content, and historical
interpretation. Whether through direct borrowing or shared intellectual traditions, the impact of
Bidlisi’s historiographical methods can be traced in subsequent Ottoman historical writing. His role in
shaping historical memory therefore extends beyond his own lifetime and contributes to his lasting
significance in Ottoman intellectual history.

Conclusion

Idris Bidlisi represents one of the most important examples of cultural continuity between the
Persianate and Ottoman worlds during a period of profound political transformation. His life illustrates
how scholars and administrators could transcend political boundaries while maintaining strong
intellectual and cultural affiliations. Through his service to both Aq Qoyunlu and Ottoman rulers, he
participated directly in the political developments of his age while simultaneously preserving and
transmitting Persian literary and scholarly traditions. The study demonstrates that Bidlisi’s importance
lies not only in his political influence but also in his remarkable literary and intellectual achievements.
His historical writings, especially Hasht Bihisht, established a model for Ottoman historiography and
reinforced the cultural prestige of Persian within the Ottoman court. Moreover, the breadth of his
scholarly production reflects the dynamic role of Persian-speaking intellectuals in shaping the cultural
landscape of the eastern Islamic world. Ultimately, Idris Bidlisi should be regarded as a key figure in
the history of Persian language and literature beyond the geographical boundaries of Iran. His career
exemplifies the enduring vitality of Persianate culture in the Ottoman Empire and highlights the
interconnected nature of Islamic intellectual traditions in the early modern period.

Keywords: Idris Bidlisi, The Ottomans, Aq Qoyunlu, Sultan Salim, Sultan Yaqub.
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Fath-‘Ali Xan Saba Kasani was a pioneering court poet of the Qajar era,
and his legacy-beyond his panegyrics-finds its fullest manifestation in two
extensive epic poems: Sahansahname and Xodavandname, which hold a
distinctive place among Qajar epics. Nevertheless, what has made an
exact understanding of Saba difficult is the disagreement regarding the
date of his birth and the time of the composition of these two epics—an
issue that has remained unresolved in literary and historical research.
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for beyond determining the year of Saba’s birth and the dates of the epics’
composition, it reveals the process of their development. It can also move
beyond the one-dimensional perspective of earlier studies-which have
been confined merely to poems or biographical anthologies-and open new
horizons of inquiry. The present study has been conducted through a
descriptive-analytical method, and data have been collected using library-
based research. The collected evidence has then been evaluated within a
comparative framework; thus, it may be said that this research adopts an
integrative approach. By examining textual evidence alongside external
accounts-such as the reports of contemporaries and biographers-together
with codicological clues and the political and military events of the time, a
more precise estimation of Saba’s year of birth and the approximate
chronology of the epics’ composition has been achieved. In addition, the
hypothesis has been proposed that Sahansahname underwent revision and
reorganization, while Xodavandname remained unfinished.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Fath-‘Ali Xan Saba Kasani is a seminal figure in Qajar court poetry. Although his panegyrics earned
him prominence, his most enduring contribution appears in his two monumental epics, Sahansahname
and Xodavandname, which occupy a distinctive position within the epic tradition of the Qajar period.
Despite their significance, scholarly ambiguity persists regarding two fundamental aspects of Saba’s
life and oeuvre: the precise date of his birth and the chronology of the composition of these epics. This
uncertainty has long hindered a coherent understanding of the poet’s literary development. Earlier
studies—often limited to scattered poetic or tazkere-based references—have produced contradictory
and incomplete reconstructions. The need for a systematic reassessment is therefore clear. This study
aims to establish a more reliable chronology for Saba’s birth and to reconstruct the developmental
process of his epics based on a comprehensive examination of textual, biographical, and codicological
evidence.

Methodology

This research adopts an integrative historical-analytical and philological approach. Data were gathered
through extensive library-based research, with emphasis on primary sources. Particular attention was
devoted to the analysis of manuscript witnesses of the Sahansahname—such as the British Library
copy (MS 3442, dated 1225 AH / 1810 CE)—and the Xodavandname preserved in major repositories
including the National Library of Iran (MS 1616; MS 1572) and the Mar‘asi Library (MS 1090).
Codicological elements such as colophons, marginalia, scribal notes, and structural inconsistencies
were closely examined. Internal textual evidence—such as the poet’s explicit references to his age and
allusions to contemporary political and military events—was compared with external sources
including court chronicles (e.g., NaseX al-tavarix), tazkeres (e.g., works by Homaye Marvzi, Fazel-
Xan-e Garusi), and documented events of the Russo-Persian Wars. This interdisciplinary method
makes it possible to construct a more consistent and verifiable chronological framework.

Discussion

The findings challenge several previously accepted views. By reconciling Saba’s statement of being
forty-five years old at the beginning of Sahansahname, his reference to entering Qajar service at
thirty-six, and Fazel-Xan-e Garusi’s report of twenty-four years of service by 1234 AH, the most
plausible birth year emerges as 1174 AH / 1760-61 CE, making alternative proposed dates (1171,
1176, 1179 AH) unlikely.

The study further proposes that the composition of Sahansahname began in 1219 AH / 180405 CE,
not 1224 or 1228 AH as suggested by earlier accounts. This dating corresponds with the first
campaign of Fath-‘Ali Sah during the Russo-Persian War, which Saba explicitly references. Internal
and codicological evidence indicates that while the poem was presented to the king around 1223 AH,
Saba continued revising and expanding the work afterward. Indicators of revision include
chronological anachronisms (e.g., the placement of General Tormasov’s 1223 AH appointment among
earlier events), narrative discontinuities, and the misplacement of verses claiming completion. These
signs collectively suggest an extended editorial process continuing until mid-1224 AH.

Regarding the Xodavandname, the evidence indicates that the work remained unfinished. Though
some tazkere writers claimed its completion within three years, Saba’s own references to being fifty at
the beginning and fifty-six later in the text contradict this. The early manuscript dated 1224 AH (MS
1616) appears to contain an interpolated colophon, while the earliest reliable dated copy (Mar asi
Library, MS 1090) is from 1230 AH / 1815 CE. The abrupt break in the narrative at the Battle of
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Siffin, combined with historical pressures such as Iran’s defeats and the Treaty of Golestan (1813),
likely contributed to its unfinished state.

Conclusion

This study offers a revised chronological model for the life and works of Fath-‘Ali Xan Saba.
Based on converging textual, biographical, codicological, and historical evidence, 1174 AH / 1760-61
CE is identified as his most reliable birth year. The composition of Sahansahname is re-dated to 1219—
1222/24 AH (1804-1809 CE) and shown to have undergone revision after its initial presentation. The
Xodavandname, in contrast, is demonstrated to be an unfinished work composed between 1224 and
1230 AH (1809-1815 CE). These findings create new pathways for understanding epic production in
the Qajar era and highlight the importance of integrative methodologies in Persian literary
historiography.

Keywords: Saba Kasani, Qajar Epic Poetry, Sahansahname, Xodavandname, Literary Historiography,
Manuscript Studies, Chronology.
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Elaine Showalter's four-dimensional model is a woman-centered approach
based on examining women's lived experience in four domains:
biological, linguistic, psychological, and cultural. Showalter has coined
the term "gynocriticism" for this critique. Shahrbanoo's Maheasal, the
third work in Mahshid Amirshahi's Mothers and Daughters quartet, is
very suitable for reading with this approach, as it deals with various
aspects of women's lives. Shahrbanoo's Honeymoon, in this research, is
criticized using qualitative analysis and library and document studies to
extract and examine its noteworthy features regarding women. The results
of the research show that in the biological model, the female body is the
starting point of many crises that cross the cultural corridor. The linguistic
model in this work is stylistically decisive and the language of each
character is his signature. In the psychological model, the author reveals
the hidden suffering of women by constantly referring to their psyche. The
cultural model has the highest frequency, which narrates the social and
historical context of domination over women. Shahrbanoo's Honeymoon
is a narrative of women who live at the intersection of body, mind,
culture, and language. Amirshahi shows that women's lives are not
accidental, but the product of a network of social relationships. The
novel's impact lies in the simultaneity of four latent patterns that together
create a multilayered image of Iranian women.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Women in contemporary Iranian literature have created works that are their own voices and have
depicted a form of activism in them. Mahshid Amirshahi is one of these authors who, in Shahrbanoo's
Honeymoon, the third work in the Mothers and Daughters quartet, has provided her audience with the
opportunity to study the lived experiences of women by placing the setting of her novel in a socio-
historical context.

Reading the novel Shahrbanoo's Honeymoon based on Elaine Showalter's four-dimensional model
extracts numerous dimensions of this work that lead us to a comprehensive understanding of the
author's style, the status and position of women in the historical period in question, and her lived
experience.

Literature Review and Discussion

The findings regarding the background of the present study show that so far, the novel Shahrbanoo's
Honeymoon has not been examined based on Elaine Showalter's four_part model. The most relevant
Researches include works by Talaei and Talaei (2018), Mobarak and Ahangari (2018), Faridi (2021),
Nikrouz and Teymori (2023), Khalilnezhad Asl, Yeghani and Sadraldini (2023), Moradi and
Shahriyari (2024), Tokhmafshan, Mohammadi and Raminnia (2024).

Discussion

Choosing a method to examine a work in a feminist framework is not an easy path, because given the
different situations of woman around the world, flexibility of approach is important. On the other
hand, when a work has multiple dimensions to be examined, we need a multifaceted method.

By coining the term gynocriticism, Showalter defines a type of criticism in which women as writers
seek to express different dimensions of their being based on a female understanding of the world. She
believes that if we consider women's writing as the central subject, we can reach new findings and
understand the distinctiveness of women's writing (Showalter 1985: 248). Showalter sees theories of
women's writing as consisting of four models: biological, linguistic, psychoanalytic, and cultural, each
of which is an attempt to define the characteristics of women as writers and women as texts. These
four models overlap and are almost sequential (ibid: 249-250).

Feminist criticism strives to be biological, intimate, and confessional. This type of criticism, from a
biological perspective, sees the body as an inspiring source of imagery; but the woman's body should
not be considered her central identity; because this difference is the greatest distinction between
women and men, which has been used as an excuse to justify the domination of one sex over the other
(Showalter 1985: 251-252).

The project of feminine language, despite its appeal to many, is fraught with problems. The linguistic
range of women must be expanded and its limitations should be limited.. On the other hand, women
must be present in discourses from which they have been absent.

The psychological study of literary works helps researchers to examine the mental states and
unconscious processes of the mind. Sometimes the behaviors of a character in a story may have a
psychological background, and paying attention to the various psychological aspects in the work sheds
light on important aspects of it.

Showalter believes that a cultural model of theory is more adequate than other biological, linguistic,
and psychoanalytic models. (Showalter 1985: 260). The first task of a feminist critique is to map the
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precise cultural location of female identity and to describe the forces that erode a writer's cultural
domain (Ibid: 264).

Conclusion

Shahrbanoo's Honeymoon creates a world in which being a woman is a lived condition; a condition
that is simultaneously woven into the characters’ bodies, minds, and psyches; hence, the work allows
for critical readings from different paths, from biological experience to cultural status. In
Shahrbanoo's Honeymoon, the body is not just a natural reality; it is also a site of power, control, and
social meaning-making. Biological experiences (pregnancy, intercourse, and even clothing) quickly
transcend the physical level and become instruments of judgment, control, and valuation. The female
body is a body that carries the burden of meaning, fear, shame, and obedience. In the linguistic realm,
the author uses language as one of the determining tools of characterization and representation. The
language of women in this work is not uniform; rather, each woman has her own voice, and this
linguistic diversity, flowing from a different vocabulary, proverbs, tone, and accent, carries meaning
and shows the impact of lived experience on language. By highlighting linguistic differences, the
author highlights the voices of women in the text. On a psychological level, the novel presents a
picture of women's psychological exhaustion. When women are dissolved in their imposed roles, they
feel an irrational distance between themselves and their roles and are forced to adapt to the power
structure. The psychological experiences of women in this story, such as forgetfulness, denial of
bodily experience, internalization of norms, and refuge in superstition, are psychological reactions to
the limited, controlled, and insecure life of women. In this novel, culture is the most important
organizing force in women's lives. Marriage and its necessity, control of the body, social exclusion,
financial dependence, and other social inequalities are represented in the form of cultural norms. At
the same time, the author does not naturalize the dominant norm; rather, by narrating everyday details,
she shows how these norms are reproduced. The cultural pattern has the highest frequency, as the
novel consistently represents the body, women, marriage, honor, family, tradition, politics, and history
in the form of dominant norms. Women's lives are almost always defined in relation to culture, and the
greatest pressure, conflict, and struggle on women come from within cultural structures. The overlap
of patterns in Shahrbanoo's Honeymoon is inevitable because the experiences of the women in the
story are represented on a multi-layered level; for this reason, some examples can be analyzed
simultaneously on more than one layer. This reading shows that Shahrbanoo's Honeymoon is, rather
than being a narrative of individual women's lives, a multi-layered representation of women's
experiences in various fields, and helps to understand part of the situation of Iranian women's lives in a
specific historical period.

Keywords: Mothers and Daughters, Shahrbanoo's Honeymoon, Gynocriticism, Quadruple pattern,
Woman.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

An account, in which there is a sequence (frequency) of time, causality, and inference, is called a
narrative. Narrative is the foundation of the science of "narratology." Vladimir Propp established the
basis of narratology in his book "Morphology of Fairy Tales." Scholars such as Paul Ricoeur, Roland
Barthes, Algirdas Greimas, Claude Bremond, Gérard Genette, Fredric Jameson, and Tzvetan Todorov
significantly contributed to the evolution of this science. As a result, the characteristics of narrative
have been identified, and the concept of narrative has gained a definition. However, the generality of
the concept, its multiple synonyms — especially in Persian — and its diverse fields of application have
made the term "narrative” somewhat ambiguous and unclear.

Narratives can be examined in at least three domains: essence, structure, and function. The essence of
narrative has two commonly accepted meanings: the act of narrating and the text that is narrated. The
content structure of a narrative reflects a series of events that are shaped by the characters of the story
over several time periods, while its formal structure can be identified in literary works that are
distinguished by two features: the existence of a story and a storyteller, thus qualifying as a narrative
text. The outcome of narrative is the creation of a "text." Typically, through its function, a narrative
distinguishes a narrative text from a non-narrative one, meaning narrative is an action through which a
story is defined.

Saaedi (1314-1364 sh.) had an unsettled spirit, and historical conditions and the environment greatly
influenced and stimulated it. He began to engage in political affairs and collaborate with newspapers
and write stories from the age of seventeen. Alongside stories and novels, he showed a keen interest in
screenplays and plays. He believed that the awakening of the people was more effective for social
reform than the efforts of intellectuals and politicians, and he placed greater emphasis on the impact of
narrative language, especially with its objective and visual (cinematic) qualities. Over ninety works in
various genres, including novels, short stories, plays, screenplays, pantomimes, translations, and
essays, have been published by him. In 1960, he published a collection of stories titled "The
Magnificent Evening Gathering," which consists of twelve short stories with a humorous and critical
tone. The last story in this collection is titled "The Farewell Ceremony," which is the subject of this
article.

The aim of this research is to demonstrate the formal and content nature and function of the narrative
in the story "The Farewell Ceremony" and the position of Gholam Hossein Saaedi in using narrative
techniques for social purposes. He intends to express the state of society regarding the political and
social relationships of the government with the masses in the language of humor and symbolism, and
his motivations in this aim are elucidated.

Methodology

In examining this story, John Peck's method (in his book How to Study a Novel) was considered as a
model, but not to the extent of complete adherence to his method. Peck has established the
interpretation of the text and reaching the unwritten aspects from the statements and implications of
the novel as the main framework of his work. Thus, it can be said that the method of this research is
descriptive-analytical.

Discussion
"The Farewell Ceremony" is the twelfth story in the collection The Magnificent Evening Gathering
and is approximately ten pages long. Its subject matter concerns the unstable and formal relationships
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of employees with managers, where in practice, their relationship is severed. Therefore, it is
symbolically stated that the connection between the ruling apparatus and the context of the society has
been broken, yet no one dares to express it. The message of the story is that the people of Iran are in a
situation that can be likened to a futile wait on a cold autumn night. Hence, the language of the story is
intertwined with humor and symbolism.

This story is structured with a variable focalized perspective within the narrative framework, using the
voices of several narrators — passive characters in a descriptive-objective style, from which a theatrical
text can be reached. The author has intentionally incorporated many theatrical conditions into the
story. If this story possesses many characteristics of a play and were to be adapted into a cinematic
performance, many of its scenes would be filled with eerie shadows; a style that influenced Iranian
works from 19th-century Europe, with successful examples like "The Blind Owl" and unsuccessful
ones like "Her Eyes" by Bozorg Alavi. The message of the story is that time, in an ironic language,
resembles a night in which humans have turned into shadows and are devoid of their essence.

In the story, there are two categories of narrators: the first category consists of narrators who appear to
agree with the status quo, while the second category includes narrators who boldly oppose it, creating
a dual-voiced narrative. The opposing voice frequently speaks of "night" and "cold," revealing the
impacts of the symbols of Nima Yushij (night) and Mehdi Akhavan-Sales (winter). Thus, "time" is
more of a concept than a calendar, holding different meanings in the minds of the characters.
Consequently, instead of formal events, the "states" of the minds drive the story's direction and
movement.

Conclusion

Movement, relying on time and causality, leads to the narrativity of the story. Narrativity signifies the
characteristics that distinguish a narrative text from a non-narrative one. This story possesses the most
important characteristics that narrative researchers have identified for narrative texts; therefore, it is a
narrative text. In addition to these, it has other characteristics that are not deemed necessary for non-
narrative texts. In this story, all events and actions of the characters align with the sentences that
appear at the end of the story: "The night is very long, and the sun will not rise anytime soon,"
revealing a specific meaning alongside them. The story is a portrayal of life intertwined with feelings
of alienation and helplessness of a people who, in the language of allegory, await in vain on a cold
night. Thus, the story inevitably shifts from explaining human conditions to displaying actions, with
characters' traits being superficial and actions merely completing the stage of display. A narrative text
can exist without traits but cannot exist without actions.

Keywords: The Farewell Ceremony, Saaedi, narrative, point of view.
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