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Only a few manuscripts of the classical Persian verse romance Vis and
Ramin by Fakhr alDin As‘ad Gurgani, composed in the 5th century AH
(11th century CE), are extant. The work has been printed five times,
among which the critical and scholarly edition prepared by the Georgian
researchers Todua and Gwakharia is the most significant. Their edition is
based on eleven complete and fragmentary manuscripts, none of which
date earlier than the 9th century AH. Therefore, discovering and
examining any trace of Vis and Ramin predating this period is of
considerable importance and can greatly contribute to the literary
community’s understanding, introduction, and reevaluation of this ancient
and valuable work. One source unavailable to previous editors is the
Safinah-yi Tabriz manuscript (dated 723 AH), which contains 730
couplets from Vis and Ramin’s Dah-Namah, composed by Abu’lMajd
Tabrizi. Considering the linguistic and historical significance of Vis and
Ramin and its precedence over other extant manuscripts, the present study
first introduces six newly identified poems in this romance, then reports
182 newly found couplets, and finally proposes revisions to ten couplets
based on these new variant readings. The researchers hope that the
findings of this study will contribute to a more refined and reliable text of
Vis and Ramin.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Vis and Ramin, the influential classical Persian verse romance by Fakhr al-Din As‘ad Gurgani (5th
Century AH), holds significant literary and historical importance. The main critical editions currently
available rely on manuscripts, such as the Paris manuscript, likely dating no earlier than the 9th
Century AH. Although scholars (notably Todua and Gwakharia) attempted to compensate for the
temporal distance and scribal alterations by referencing the Georgian translation (c. 150 years after
composition), this masterpiece still requires meticulous textual scrutiny. The introduction and
evaluation of new manuscripts, particularly those predating the 9th Century, is crucial for resolving
ambiguities. This study addresses this necessity by analyzing 730 couplets of the Dah-Namah section
found in the Safinah-yi Tabriz manuscript, copied in 723 AH.

Literature Review and Methodology

Vis and Ramin has been the subject of five printed editions, with the Paris manuscript being
the oldest source used by its editors. While previous scholars have worked diligently on
collation, no comprehensive study has focused on the unique readings of the Safinah-yi Tabriz
manuscript. This paper utilizes a method of textual collation and critical evaluation. The 730
couplets in the Safinah-yi Tabriz were compared line-by-line against the established critical
editions, particularly the one published by the Culture Foundation of Iran. The findings were
categorized into entirely new couplets and new variant readings (Neviseshha-yi Tazeh). Ten of
the most noteworthy variants were then selected and analyzed, using internal evidence
(stylistic consistency, rhetorical structure) and external evidence (comparison with other
classical texts and Middle Persian structures) to assess their scientific and aesthetic merits
against the standard published versions.

Key Findings and Results

The collation of the Safinah-yi Tabriz section yielded significant textual data: six couplets were
discovered that are entirely absent from all major extant printed editions, and 182 couplets contain
unique or new variant readings. The critical analysis of the selected variants demonstrates that the
Safinah-yi Tabriz often preserves readings superior to the printed versions:

Rhetorical and Stylistic Integrity
The study validates readings that preserve the poet’s rhetorical intent:The reading « ¢z gl 55 5

o~ib»; "Thou wert Solomon, | was thy Queen of Sheba” is superior to the published version. It

preserves the rhetorical figure of Mu'akkad Simile (without the particle cho), maintaining the poet's
stylistic pattern.
The unique reading «Lg <.:8»; "became width/breadth” in the second hemistich of a couplet

powerfully restores the deliberate antithetical pairing of «vyu»; "Height/Stature” and «ug»,

"Width/Breadth," a recurring and intentional image in the poet's work.
The reading «,»SsL»; "Wind-essence/Nature of Wind" maintains the complex rhetorical symmetry

when paired with « <. .,s»; "Mountain-bodied™ better than the common phrase Bad-e Sarsar.

Linguistic and Semantic Fitness: Readings aligning with linguistic and stylistic preferences were
prioritized: The reading «_, =~ ot»; “Luster of Beauty" is linguistically superior to Ab-e Khiibt, as

«ob»; "Luster” creates a better semantic coherence with the verb «;...s»; "'to shine/breathe.”
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The archaic reading «, 5t»; "to/with me" is preferred over the simplified published version, adhering
to the principle of favoring the difficult reading and creating a better parallel with the preceding « s
o "My Desire."

The reading «.L.; ¢L»; "Garden of Nisan" is both visually and rhetorically richer than Mah-e Naysan
(Month of Nisan), as «zu»; "Garden” reinforces the imagery and creates a stronger semantic
connection with «4Jy»; "Tulip."

Conformity with Khorasani Style
Variants demonstrating consistency with the Khorasani period style were favored: The reading « o ;..

b "Burning Fire" is favored over Siizandeh Diizakh (Burning Hell), as the sensual-to-sensual simile

(Heart to Fire) is more characteristic of the Khorasani Style.
The construction « L., Js»; "a sick heart" is preferred over the simpler Dil Bimar, as it provides a

structurally more sound form that is consistent with other poetic usage of the indefinite marker in the poem.

Conclusion

The Saftnah-yi Tabriz manuscript, dating to 723 AH, is confirmed as a critical resource for the textual
criticism of Vis and Ramin. The discovery of six new couplets and the rigorous evaluation of the
variant readings strongly indicate that the text of Vis and Ramin can be significantly refined. The
variants found in this older manuscript offer readings that are often linguistically more accurate,
structurally more sound, and aesthetically more aligned with the rhetorical style of Faxr al-Din As‘ad
Gurgani than those found in the currently used 9th-Century-onward manuscripts. The findings provide
essential evidence for constructing a more authentic and reliable critical edition of the epic.

Keywords: Faxr al-Din As‘ad Gurgani, Vis and Ramin, Safinah-yi Tabriz, New poems, New variant
readings.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Although the correction of Shahnameh has a history of about two hundred years, and although

commentaries have been written on this text and its problems have been addressed in hundreds of
articles and notes, there are still verses in the Iranian national epic whose recording, meaning, and
reading must be discussed.

Two examples of these difficult verses are in the story of Zal and Rudabeh, and both are in the
description of Rudabeh.

Literature Review and Discussion

First: “two strong narcissus and two curved eyebrows/ the pillar of two eyebrows is like sharp blade.”
The final part of the second stanza is also in the form of “Simin Qalam” and “Tighe Deram”.
However, the record of “Tigh-e Dozam” in several manuscript (for example: Cairo796 AH, Zafar
Nameh marigin807, Dehli 831, Nur uthmaniyeh 834, etc.) is more difficult and superior, which has
been correctly selected in the second edition of the Moscow printing and the second edition corrected
by Dr. Khalegi Motlag.

Scholars such as Dr. Rawagi in 1355 and 1368, Dr.Khalegi Motlag in 1366,2001, and 1395, professor
Jahanbakhsh in 1371, Dr. Omidsalar in 1374, Dr Mowlaei in 1390, and Dr. Agha Babaei in 1399
recorded and explained the meaning of this verse and the last two words of the second stanza are
called” Tighe Deram ”, meaning” edge and side of the dram”,” Mixe- Deram: a coin-making tool”,
“Tighe Daram: a type of knife or cutting weapon”,” Tighe deram: a silver coin or a silver blade”,”
Tigh-e DoZam: a sharp blade” and” Tighe Qalam: the sharp tip of pen.”

A similar word to”Tighe Dozam” is used for “nose” in another verse of the Shahnameh. In this image,
the “blade” is considered to be a human being who becomes “angry”(a sword), and this type of usage
(i.e,attributing human qualities to the “blade”)is also found in the Shahnameh.”Tighe DoZam” means
“sharp blade” and is similar to the one that is itself a metaphor for identification.

The second verse is:” from that silver dome stretched on the ground / prostrate on the mud the ambush
lasso.”Reading and reporting of this verse have also been discussed by Dr. Ravaqi (1368), Dr. khalegi
motlag (1369 and 2001), Dr. Dalvand (1397), and Dr. Aghgbabaei (1399), and it has also been
addressed in the commentary on the Shahnameh. In the verse,” Gonbade sim” is a metaphor for”
buttocks”, ”face”, “’sholders”, ”head”, and “organs of the Rudabeh”, and” flower”is understood as
“face” or “decorated with flower”’and Gel: mud is used to mean “soil, earth”.

In the author’s opinion, “The dome of silver” is a metaphor for "the buttocks of Rudabeh” based on its
uses in Persian literature, and “ $” in the second stanza should be read as “gel”.

“The ambush Lasso” is a metaphor for “the long hair of Rudabeh” and” head on the ground” and
“prostrate,” is its attribute, and the verse says:

Rudabeh has spread her long hair, which is like a lasso that ambushes men, from her white, prominent
buttocks towards the ground.

Keywords: Tigh-e- Dozam, Gonbad-e- Sim, Correction, Description, Shahnameh.
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Riickert, Friedrich, «Bemerkungen zu Mohl§ Ausgabe des Firdusi», Band 1, ZDMG, 8 (1854), pp.
239- 329, 10 (1856), pp. 127- 282.
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Shahnameh contains unique words, expressions, and constructions tha
resist straightforward interpretation. These linguistic complexities have freqt
led scholars into realms of conjecture, imaginative reconstruction, and ae!
interpretation—resulting in a spectrum of divergent and sometimes conflic
readings. One such enigmatic expressionllstUn rU, which has traditionally
been interpreted to mean “for example,” “as a case in point,” or “figuratively.”

However, a closer examination ofiis phrase withinShahnameh, alongside
analogous expressions in other classical Persianteaxish axod, hame, andfe-

I-masal—suggests an alternative, previously overlooked meaning: thaattsf

“even.” In early Persian literature, the explicit usehaftU is rare; instead, thes
substitute expressions appear to have fulfilled its semantic function. This
presents textual evidence frd@hahnameh and other Persian sources up to the
century AH, demonstrating that these terms and constructiepsnd their more
familiar meanings, were also employed to convey the sense of “even.” Given that

the conventional meanings of the tedstUn and the established syntactic rol
of the postpositiomU in Persiar—along with their historical developmenfail to

account for the intended sensedbktUn rU in the Shahnameh, a fundamenta
guestion remains unanswered: ddestUn rU, when used in the sense of “even,”

represent a deliberate neologism coined by Ferdowsi, or is it the produc
broader, naturallyoccurring semantic shift that had already taken shape b
time?
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