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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Narratives serve as important tools of pedagogy within Sufi literature. Among the most profound and
distinctive teachings highlighted throughout their texts is that of Sama ¢ Sufis have pursued various
educational objectives through the narratives or stories associated with Sama ¢ including preserving
respect for the Pir, promoting honesty while avoiding hypocrisy, identifying different categories of
listeners, comprehending poetry, and discerning which content should be heard. They also stress the
importance of guiding disciples to accurately grasp both the status of the Pir and his unique
interpretation of what is conveyed. These aims represent some of the primary educational purposes
linked to recounting Sama ‘stories. The systematic organization found in comprehensive manual books
and the articulation of their authors' propositions serve to elucidate these narratives' educational
essence. Additionally, another aim for authors recounting these tales—particularly evident in
biographical texts [Tezkire books]—is to confer legitimacy upon Sama ‘ and affirm the authority of
spiritual leaders.

Literature Review and Methodology

In recent years, a plethora of books and articles have emerged based on structuralist perspectives from
scholars such as Propp, Greimas, Bremond, and Todorov. For instance, Khadish (2008) and Jalalipour
(2012) investigated magical legends and mythological tales through Propp's lens. Nonetheless, works
that specifically analyze Sufi narratives from a structuralist viewpoint include Tagi Purnamdariyan's
Didar ba Simurgh (Vision of Simurgh) (2015), which examines the narrative structure within Attar's
poetry in one chapter. Andisheh Ghadirian (2008) has also contributed to this discourse in his article
titled "Structural and Narrative Features of Sufi Tales in the works of Attar," where he explores certain
structural elements within Attar's narratives. Furthermore, Bameshki (2011) has utilized contemporary
structuralist frameworks to analyze Masnavi stories in "Narratology of Masnavi Stories."

In recent decades, structuralism has established a significant presence within humanities and social
sciences research, exerting considerable influence across these disciplines. Propp’s methodology
presented in "Morphology of the Folktale™ has garnered attention from numerous scholars interested in
analyzing Iranian storytelling structures. In this seminal work, he investigates folktales' structures by
focusing on their constituent units, illustrating how these units interconnect within a narrative
framework. His approach proves particularly effective for longer tales that encompass multiple
structural components. This article seeks to draw inspiration from his methodology while addressing
the unique characteristics inherent in Sama‘ stories—often concise—and aims to identify specific
patterns within these stories.

Discussion

The majority of Sama‘ narratives are concise stories that adhere to particular structural frameworks.
An analysis of several key Sufi texts from the 4th to 6th AH reveals that these stories can be classified
into thirteen distinct patterns, illustrating their compliance with specific developmental stages.

Each pattern has been assigned a title in this article, namely: 1) the death of a Sufi; 2) the ecstatic state
of a Sufi; 3) alternative perceptions arising from inner experiences; 4) extraordinary actions; 5)
inquiries and discussions surrounding Sama$ 6) admonition and reminders by the Sheikh; 7)
advocating Sama 7Sufi as a practitioner of Sama 8) dreams; 9) repentance; 10) disengagement of
Sama § 11) reproach; 12) testing a Sufi's sincerity; and 13) Sama ‘in the moments of death.

Conclusion

A number of these thirteen patterns exhibit a high frequency within the texts, indicating that stories
categorized under them can range from ten instances to over eighty examples across various works.
These patterns are: the death of a Sufi; the ecstatic state of a Sufi; alternative perceptions arising from
inner experiences; extraordinary actions; inquiries and discussions surrounding Sama ; admonition and
reminders by the Sheikh. Most of these prevalent patterns feature a central core accompanied by an
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expanded form, which is typically enriched by descriptive elements and discussions regarding the
experience of Sama’“.

The nature of the authored works significantly impacts how these patterns are employed.
Comprehensive manual books—primarily composed for educational purposes directed at disciples—
tend to incorporate stories with a more pronounced educational dimension such as the death of a Sufi,
the ecstatic state of a Sufi, inquiries and discussions surrounding Sama “‘and admonition and reminders
by the Sheikh, compared to other narrative patterns. The intrinsic nature of Tezkire requires authors to
not only utilize frequently occurring patterns found in comprehensive manual books but also to
embrace patterns of alternative perceptions arising from inner experiences and extraordinary actions.
The authors of Tezkire have particularly focused on these patterns due to their aim of documenting the
conditions surrounding spiritual leaders while justifying and legitimizing Sama‘ practices. They
emphasize the authority, status, and unique insights of these spiritual leaders; additionally, they have
drawn upon the pattern advocating Sama 7Sufi that defends practitioners of Sama 7Sufi, which includes
extraordinary actions in one of its expanded forms.

Furthermore, this article illustrates that among various authors who have recounted and compiled
similar stories in their works—whether comprehensive manual books or Tezkire—Attar is recognized
as an innovator in this field.

Moreover, a closer look at the stories of Sama ‘reveals that Sufis have used specific narrative patterns
for narrating stories about some of their celebrated sheikhs, namely Junayd, Shibli, and Abu Sa'id Abu
al-Khayr. The narrative patterns attached to their experiences illustrate distinct preferences: stories
about Junayd often follow inquiries and discussions surrounding Sama‘, while those about Shibli lean
toward the ecstatic state of a Sufi and alternative perceptions arising from inner experiences; narratives
about Abu Sa'id Abu al-Khayr, in contrast, typically reflect alternative perceptions and advocate
Sama Sufi as a practitioner of Sama ¢

Keywords: Sama‘, Tasawuf, Stories, Narrative patterns, Structuralism.
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The book “HizarHikayat-iSufiyan” was edited based on three manuscripts and
published in 2019.1ts fourth manuscript was introduced in an article in 1401.But
until now, the name of its author has been shrouded in mystery.In this article, by
identifying another manuscript of this book, some ambiguities related to this text
are clarified.The newly found manuscript of HizarHikayat-iSufiyan is preserved
in the Malik Library with the number 1044, which is in Nastaliq script and was
probably written in the 11th centuryAH. According to this manuscript, the author
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The book Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan was edited based on three manuscripts and published in 2019. Its
fourth manuscript was introduced in an article in 2022. Unfortunately the name of this book does not
appear in any of its known manuscripts. Iraj Afshar initially called it Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan o
Salehan based on its content (Afshar, 1997) and later, in Persian manuscripts in facsimile, he gave the
title of the book Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan (Afshar, 2003). Hamed Khatamipour also gave the book the
same title. Furthermore, the text of the book does not explicitly mention the time of its composition,
but based on evidence within the text, it has been considered to have been written in the second half of
the sixth century AH. The name of its author was also unknown until now. In the present article, the
fifth manuscript and the name of its author are introduced for the first time, and the date of its
composition is also estimated more precisely.

Review of Literature and Methodology

For the first time in 1990, M. Bayram, a Turkish Persian scholar and professor at the Seljuk University
of Konya, introduced two manuscripts of the book Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan (Bayram, 1990). Six
years later, in 1997, Iraj Afshar introduced the third manuscript in an article titled Hezar Hekayat-e
Salehan o Sufiyan (Afshar, 1997). In 2003, Iraj Afshar and Mahmoud Omidsalar printed and published
the Kabul manuscript in the Persian manuscripts in facsimile. After that, Hamed Khatamipour
critically edited it based on all three known manuscripts and published it in Tehran in 2010. Hamed
Khatamipour recently introduced the fourth manuscript of this book in an article titled “A Newly-
Found manuscript of Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan ( Khatamipour, 2022). This research consists of two
parts: the first part deals with the introduction and description of the newly-found manuscript of Hezar
Hekayat-e Sufiyan. This part of the research was conducted with a case description approach and the
characteristics and features of the newly discovered manuscript were analyzed and introduced in a
classified manner. The second part deals with the introduction of the author of Hezar Hekayat-e
Sufiyan. This part of the research was conducted using a historical-documentary method. By
identifying ancient sources in which the author of Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan is mentioned and citing
them, the subject was examined and analyzed. The reasoning method in this part of the research is
inductive reasoning, that is, by collecting scattered and detailed information and then examining,
analyzing, and comparing them, general contents were deduced.

Discussion and Conclusion

Part One: An Introduction to the Newly Discovered Manuscript of Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan: The
newly-found manuscript of Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan is preserved in the Malek National Library and
Museum Institution under the number 1044. This manuscript is written in Nastalig script and consists
of 417 leaves measuring 12.9 x 24.5 centimeters. One leaf is probably missing from the beginning, and
for this reason the name of the book is unknown. This manuscript lacks a colophon, and therefore the
name of the scribe and the date and place of writing are unknown, but based on the appearance of the
manuscript, it is believed to have been written during the Safavid era, in the 11th century AH( Afshar
and others, 1975: 389; Derayati, 2010: 3/552). Although the name of the book remains unknown due
to the likely loss of an initial leaf of the manuscript, fortunately the author's name is recorded on the
first existing leaf of the manuscript, and for this reason it is of great value and importance.

Part Two: An Introduction to the Author of Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan: The first extant leaf of this
manuscript begins with the name of the author: “Ismail ibn Abi Mansur ibn Ismail al-Tusi” (Tusi, leaf
1r). He was one of the prominent scholars, traditionists, jurists, and preachers of the late fifth century
and the first half of the sixth century. He was born around 465 AH in Tus and probably received his
initial education in his hometown and then went to Nishapur, where he heard tradition from people
such as Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk al-Tusi. He had extensive knowledge of Shafi’i and Hanafi
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jurisprudence and was well acquainted with the fatwas and jurisprudential opinions of the Shafi’i and
Hanafi schools, and was aware of their differences. He also narrated hadiths about the virtues and
virtues of Ali (AS) and had love and devotion for Ali (AS) and his family. He was present in various
cities such as Rey and Qazvin, and for a while he was living in Mecca and Medina, where he was the
Imam and leader of the people, and for this reason he was nicknamed "Imam-ol-Haramayn". Later, he
enjoyed such fame and influence that he gave sermons in the presence of kings and sultans. Ismail ibn
Abi Mansur Tusi was inclined towards Sufism. The writing of the book Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan is
another proof of this aspect of his personality. He lived at least until 526 AH and probably wrote the
book Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan around these years.

Keywords: Sufi stories, Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan, Ismail ibn Abi Mansur Tusi, codicology.
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In this article, it will be demonstrated how the element of "place," highlighted
through its emphasis on geography in early-period ‘Aja’ib-nama texts, embodies
earthly, non-imaginative, and rational thought. In later periods, this element
yields to “"time" through a focus on "history," departing from rationality and
objectivity and merging with imagination. It seems that ‘Aja’ib-nama texts served
as a platform for a kind of "resistance” against the mainstream scientific
discourse. Employing Foucault's genealogical method, this study aims to identify
the points of rupture in the imagination of ‘Aja’ib-nama writers. In the first
May 2025 period, "geography" served as the vehicle of imagination and the connecting link
to reality. In the second period, recourse to "narrative" replaces geography. The
third period, in which imagination is based on "historical” events, we witness the
proliferation of mythical creatures and their significant growth. Even historical
figures have not been spared from the imagination of ‘Aja’ib-nama authors. Based
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

From the second half of the 3rd century to the mid-6th century AH (9th—12th centuries CE), rational
and scientific discourse flourished to such an extent that the poets, writers, grammarians, scholars,
astronomers, and philosophers of this era remain among the most renowned figures across all periods
of Islamic civilization. This intellectual vibrancy is equally evident in the genre of *“Aja’ib-nama*
(wonder-writing). This study demonstrates how the element of "place,” emphasized through
geographical focus in early **Aja’ib-nama* texts, represents a terrestrial, non-imaginative, and
rationalist mindset. Over subsequent periods, this focus shifts to "time" in the form of "history,"
departing from rationality and objectivity to become intertwined with imagination.

In the first-period texts—including Tuhfat al-Ghara’ib by Hasib al-Tabari (354-485 AH/965-1092
CE), Nuzhatnama-i ‘Ala’t by Shahmardan ibn Abi al-Khayr (c. 506-513 AH/1112-1119 CE),’4ja’ib
al-Makhligat by Muhammad ibn Mahmid al-Tast (c. 555 AH/1160 CE), and Farrukh-nama by Abtu
Bakr Jamalt Yazdi (c. 580 AH/1184 CE)—we observe a rationalist, non-fantastical, and logically
rigorous approach rooted in geography. By contrast, later works such as Nigaristan-i ‘Aj@’ib va
Ghara’ib (Pishavari, 12th century AH/18th century CE) and Bohayra by Faziini Astarabadi (1328
AH/1910 CE) exhibit unrestrained, passive, and historically dependent imagination. During the first
period, the rationalist ethos and alignment of power structures with scientific institutions influenced
the ‘Aja’ib-nama genre, enabling its intellectual coherence. This study examines the mechanisms of
this transformation.

Methodology

Inspired by Foucault’s concept of the "episteme", this research periodizes the history of ‘Aja’ib-nama
and analyzes its shifts. Foucault’s discontinuous historical approach, which emphasizes the interplay
of knowledge and power over causal necessity, informs our analysis.

Discussion

The dominance of official knowledge, aligned with the "zeitgeist" of the first period, fostered
rationalism, producing practical and naturalistic ‘Aja’ib-nama texts. Here, ‘Aja’ib-nama bridged
knowledge and imagination, forming a resistance against institutionalized science by undermining
empiricism, observation, and reproducibility—hallmarks of scientific rigor.

With the rise of AsharT determinism, Sufi mysticism, and political changes from the second period
onward, official science converged with resistant currents. Empiricism receded, replaced by the
hegemony of "narrative." As rational sciences gave way to transmitted "naqli" sciences, ‘Aja’ib-nama
shifted. Authors increasingly relied on fabricated tales—devoid of empirical grounding—to validate
claims through fallacy, sophistry, or constructed "truths." This narrative-driven approach became
standard, persisting in later texts. Shifting power dynamics in religion and governance reshaped the
genre’s content and form: the first period’s creative, active imagination yielded to passive imitation,
and geography-centric rationality was supplanted by history-making imagination, ultimately expelling
the genre from the Persian literary canon.

Conclusion

The study reveals how dominant power structures displaced the first period’s rationalism—which
produced practical, naturalistic ‘Aja’ib-nama—and replaced it with non-utilitarian, fictional, and
imitative imagination. Political and cultural factors drove this transformation, highlighting that such
shifts do not inherently signify progress. Instead, the replacement of creative imagination with
derivative illusion—manifest in substituting geography with history—precipitated the genre’s decline.
Post-first period, the epistemic shift from geography to history stemmed from altered power structures.

From the second period onward, official science aligned with resistant currents as Ash‘ar
determinism, mysticism, and Sufi culture marginalized empiricism in favor of narrative authority. The
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substitution of rational with transmitted sciences transformed ‘Aja’ib-nama methodologies. Authors
leaned heavily on anecdotal "evidence," legitimizing claims through sophistry or invented realities.
This approach became entrenched, shaping all subsequent texts. Power shifts in religion and
governance reconfigured the genre’s content, merging the first period’s resistance with institutional
power, thereby reducing active creativity to passive imitation. Rational-experiential science gave way
to pseudo-scientific narrative, and geography-centric reason vyielded to historical imagination,
culminating in the genre’s exclusion from Persian literary genres.

Keywords: ©Aja’ib-nama, History-Based Imagination, Geography-Based Imagination,
Periodization, Genealogy. Imaginary creatures.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Persian prose epics form an independent literary movement in the history of Persian literature. This

movement for its abundance, diversity of themes, large volume, rich content, and influence has
considerable importance on the evolution of the epic literary genre. The religious subject is considered
as one of the important themes in Persian prose epics, which have long had a large audience due to the
official status of Islam and Shiism in Iran.Mohammadibn Ali, known as Mohammad ibn Al-
Hanafiyya, is considered as one of the most central figures in Persian religious epics, and there are
numerous epics about him in verse and prose in Persian literature.Apart from the minor role of
Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya in some of Hossaini's revenge stories, such as the Musayyab-Nameh,
there are also other independent stories that provide a separate and exclusive account of Mohammad
ibn Al-Hanafiyya's exploits. In all known independent narratives in verse or prose composed in
Persian with leading role of Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya, the storyteller, in a simple linear narrative
pattern, defines Ibn Hanafiya's identity as a loving hero who comes to join his beloved and stands by
her side in a series of battles, and his success in overcoming certain obstacles, remaining faithful to his
beloved, and marrying her is seen as a proof to his heroic status and the ability to gainhonor in the
epic.The works that have been written on this subject have a considerable variety and number in terms
of language or their poetic and prose forms, and according to love& lover, the most important known
texts are: The Story of Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya and Zofunoon, The Story of Mohammad ibn Al-
Hanafiyya and Sha’ra, The Story of Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya and Shamima, The Story of
Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya and Zayn al-Arab.Among the known independent narratives in which
Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya is considered the main character, the Zofunoon-Nameh is currently
considered the greatest and most famous epic in this field, due to the numerous Persian and non-
Persian manuscripts of verse and prose scattered throughout the Persian-speaking world, and the
documented history of its prose and verse forms dates back to the eighth century AH.

Despite its direct connection to Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya, the Zofunoon-Nameh, due to the
prominence of Zofunoon's actions and his greater presence in its events, resembles the Pahlavan
Banoo-nameh, whose goal is for the warrior princess to repel the infidels, reunite with her lover, and
save him from a female fairy rival, a topic to whichperhaps rarely the main plot of an independent
epic text has been devoted to. Except the love of Zofunoon and Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya in the
battlefield and Zofunoon's victory over Ibn Al-Hanafiyya, another distinctive aspect of Zofunoon-
Nameh is that, unlike its poetic counterpart, the Banoogoshasp-Nameh, the heroine Zofunoon goes
through several difficult stage called“Khans” on land and sea journeys alone, and the expression of
such a theme for the heroine is considered a significant innovation. Despite the collection of these
advantages in the medium-sized volume of Zofunoon-Nameh, it should be added that the presence of
Amr Umayya Al-Zamri and his Ayyar techniques and other Ayyars have also at times excited epic
events, and this feature, in contrast to the monotony and simplicity of the content and the
repetitiveness of the themes, has given freshness to Zofunoon-Nameh.

Literature Review and Methodology

Despite the remarkable importance of the Zofunoon-Nameh due to its new subject and rich content, as
well as the ancient history of the prose form in comparison to the verse form, only one article has
introduced its verse form manuscript so far. The lacks of knowledge about Zofunoon-Nameh and
researchers’ inattention to this epic are evident in the fact that even in this recent study, the name of
the work is mentioned incorrectly.The present study attempts to provide a better basis for
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understanding the literary and fictional aspects of Zofunoon-Nameh through a more detailed textual
criticism and systematic codicology of the prose manuscripts of Zofunoon-Nameh.This research has
been conducted in a descriptive-analytical method and its results were expressed in an inductive
manner.For this purpose, after studying the manuscripts of the Zofunoon-Nameh and presenting a
detailed summary of its events, first a report on the textual criticism of the narrative is presented in
seven parts: naming, narrator, time and place of composition, origin, structure, and language. Then,
with regard to the obtained results, the codicology of the manuscripts of the Zofunoon-Nameh and its
research fields have been emphasized.

Discussion

The Zofunoon-Nameh is one of the relatively ancient epics of Persian literature. Due to its content
dedicated to the deeds of a warrior woman named Zofunoon, it is known as the prose counterpart of
the Banoogoshasp-Nameh and is considered important. On the other hand, the theme of Haft Khans
for Zofunoon and the presence of Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya, Imam Ali, and Amr Umayya Al-
Zamri in the course of events have given greater credibility to it.The origin of the Zofunoon-Nameh
and the stories of Mohammad ibn Al-Hanafiyya is much older than the date of writing their later prose
manuscripts, as the date of composition of the Zofunoon-Nameh in the eighth century AH also
definitely confirms this claim; also, despite the available evidence, it is not possible to draw a clear
conclusion about the storyteller of the Zofunoon-Nameh, the independence of the authorship of this
work or its belonging to a single dominant narrative, as well as its Iranian origin or its Arabic, Turkish,
and Urdu sources.Like most Persian narratives, the Zofunoon-Nameh has a simple and engaging
prose, free from linguistic or literary complexities and complications.

Conclusion

After examining the latest manuscripts of the Zofunoon-Nameh, it can be said that this narrative was a
well-known and relatively popular epic in the Persian-speaking world.On the other hand, the
Zofunoon-Nameh, based on the evidence of the manuscripts is considered a narrative that has
undergone the least changes over time. This means that the content of the various Zofunoon-Nameh
manuscripts has not been inconsistent due to the interference of scribes, religious extremism, or the
favoritism of exaggerating sects. Therefore, in terms of the accuracy of the recording and the accuracy
of the report, we can study the Zofunoon-Nameh manuscripts with more trust.

Keywords: Prose Epic, Zofunoon-Nameh, textual criticism, codicology.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Lyrical literature is linked to the three main pillars of “lover”, “beloved” and “love” and is created and
presented in narrative or descriptive areas in the form of stories or odes and ghazals. The function of
these three pillars in narrative literature is not the same as in lyrical literature; one of the dimensions of
the presentation of these pillars in narrative literature is the beloved, which is central in Persian
romantic literature. This is because everything about him is said from the lover’s point of view or it
compels the lover to talk, move and act. The "imagery" of the beloved, apart from the
"characterization™ and "discourse" of the processors (narrator, poet, writer, songwriter, creator), is very
important in this field. This issue has a focus in literary research on the one hand and is linked to
psychological studies on the other. Apart from the visual depiction of the lover's appearance and the
components related to him in descriptive expression, another aspect of the treatment of love and its
elements in literature is "narrative". In this section, the actions, states, and situations of the lover and
the beloved, their helpers or rivals, and the category of "love" itself are reconstructed, which is less
considered in the present study. The third process is the tool that the creator of the work uses to
describe each of the three pillars of love in literary language; spiritual devices such as metaphor,
simile, irony and their types, and verbal devices such as allusions, phonetics, sensuality and the like
are very important in this case. Therefore, the elements of language, narrative and image are effective
in creating artistic imagination.

Literature Review and Methodology
Numerous studies have been conducted on Nezami Ganjavi's narrative romantic poetry, most of which

compare his creative literary genres with those of his followers. The poet's individual position and
circumstances in relation to society are determined by the laws of "separation”, "integration" and
"connection" in the structure of the artist's imagination. Every artistic and literary structure has its own
characteristics. This is why the action nature of the stimuli is one of the important tools for analyzing
the imagination. For the examination of a symbol, the verb nature of the stimulus shows the audience
to pay attention to its action instead of addressing the object. "Symbolism™ is a mental process that is
specific to the human psyche and is the result of the fusion of geographical and global realities, social
structures, awareness of female fertility, awareness of male bonds and all external and objective data
of perception with the deepest desires of man to create his representation in the world. Between the
two dimensions of reality, one objective and the other internal, imagination has a constant exchange.
This is the path of anthropology and is called imagination. Although we are dealing with real people as
the protagonists of a narrative, in the areas of symbolism, language, action, description of the
appearance and actions of people, events, and other matters, we are dealing with a work of art created
by a poet and artist, which, of course, did not lack the power of collective imagination (dependent on
the unconscious of the Iranian people). What is important in this characterization is the dialectical
harmony of "love" and "holiness" in the story; in such a way that the structure of the story is distant
from the "romantic" models of the princess or the "mythical® models of the completely sacred
goddesses and the real "short story" of bad and incompatible women, and at the same time, the love
for her is not dependent on romantic loves (a combination of love and holiness). All the signs used to
describe the parts of his face or body are borrowed from nature; in literary combination, to create
personification of those parts such as height and stature, arms, breasts, buttocks, waist, neck, fingers,
nails, arms and body and the whole being and parts of the face (mole, eyes, eyebrows, eyelashes, face,
double chin, chin, lips, teeth, nose, ears, earlobes, cheeks, hair).

Nizami's art in this narrative is that, in parallel with the story, Khosrow's dual lack and need for “the
throne™ and "the beloved™" and his achievement of both, he has advanced the eternal lack and need of
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Iranian women for a privileged "individual” and "social" position in the form of a sweet lack and need
for "loyalty in Khosrow's love" in such a way that the "victimL" is the same as the "hero" and the

"hero" is the same as the "victim." The "helpers™ and "villains" of the story are unable to separate the
dual role of victim-hero from Khosrow or Shirin. This is why Shirin's "fate" at the end of the story,
despite her not being a king, is more important to the audience; therefore, the hero of this story is none
other than Shirin.

Conclusion

In general, most of the signs used in Khosrow and Shirin are related to the signs of the body and the
signs on the face (face) of the ideal lover, among which "lips" and "eyes" have a high frequency in the
description. The types of signifiers used for these signifiers are sometimes borrowed from "sky" and
sometimes from "earth" and its sub-sets. The result is a completely imaginary image of an ideal lover.
The roots of these images, apart from naturalism, are images of hunting and feasting, and
predetermined patterns. But in the realm of narration, the military lover distances himself from his
ancient examples and has the functionality and activity of a real human being. In this amazing realm of
narration that has given rise to a special romance, contrary to the tradition of narrators or storytellers,
instead of focusing solely on story structures, the poet does not lose sight of the arrangement of the
words for even a moment, and his "expression" does not cease to be imaginative. These imaginary
structures are so powerful that, like the soundtrack in today's films (as a space-creating tool), they
control the emotions and feelings of the audience without distracting them from the main story. The
imaginary image obtained from the context of Nizami's identification (metaphor) or identification
(simile) in the story of Shirin is sometimes "hunting™ and "hunting" which is a royal image; sometimes
it is the rings of a royal feast and the river and the song. In this respect, the poem of Khosrow and
Shirin by Hakim Nizami resembles the paintings of ancient Iranian sculptors that show a king hunting
a deer (""deer"). Everything in this magnificent frame serves to introduce the aforementioned situation.
Ironically, in the rendering of this great painting, "Shapour the Painter" and "Farhad the Carver"
unintentionally (unconsciously) play a role as artistic creators of the sides and angles of "Nizami's
creative and romantic geography."

Keywords: Nezami Ganjavi, Khosrow and Shirin, imagery, imagination, lover, romantic narrative
politeness.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Persian literature has a long history of using the ghazal form, which is the closest genre to the poet and

a direct means of expressing romantic and emotional states. Ghazal was an extremely uncommon
poetic form from the dawn of poetry until the sixth century. Ghazal underwent a significant
metamorphosis following Sanai, and he established a new era in Persian poetry and ghazal—the
literary genre covered in this article—by introducing themes and mystical terms into Persian poetry.
Also, the prevalence of Sufism during this period is a subject of investigation in the development and
evolution of the ghazal form. Zabihullah Safa (2022: vol. 1/26) believes that: “One of the aspects of
the Sufi fervor in the era under study (the fifth and sixth centuries) is the attention they paid to ghazals
to express their beliefs. This attention intensified especially from the beginning of the sixth century,
and with the emergence of Sana’i, mystical developments appeared in literature” (Safa, 2022: vol.
1/26). Shamisa also considers the prevalence of mysticism to be one of the developments of ghazal:
“The prevalence of ghazals in the sixth century coincided with the height of Sufism, and as is clear,
one of the best poetic forms for expressing mystical thoughts is this ghazal; because mystical themes
were in fact an interpretation and commentary of romantic poems” (Shamisa, 1990: 73).

Meanwhile, various types of ghazals were considered by mystic poets to express deep mystical
concepts. One of the most popular types of ghazals is the “narrative ghazal,” which is also a subset of
narrative poetry. ‘“Narrative poems are poems that narrate historical events, stories, stories, and
situations” (Abadian, 2010: 54). At the beginning of their existence, this type of ghazal was limited to
the atmosphere and imagery found in some ghazals. “However, with the passage of time, various
topics such as moral, mystical, social, historical, religious, etc. also became popular in them”
(Vahdanifar et al., 2016: 297). The inclusion of stories in the midst of ghazals is "widely observed first
in Attar's poetry and then in Rumi's poetry, where these stories are sometimes expressed in the form of
guotations and sometimes in the form of dialogue" (Sabour, 1991:; 237-238).

Attar was a pioneer in the field of ghazal narrative, offering unique and methodical frameworks for
narrating mystical behavior that greatly influenced poets who came after him. Motivated by these
frameworks, Rumi produced ghazal-narratives that surpass the pre-existing models of his era in terms
of philosophical profundity and mystical intricacy. Although a lot of research has been done on the
linguistic and mystical elements of Attar's and Rumi's poetry, there hasn't been as much done to
compare the narrative components of their ghazal-narratives. In this regard, the fundamental question
is how Rumi was able to transform ghazal into a platform for expressing the most complex mystical
themes by being influenced by Attar's narrative. Also, to what extent did these influences lead to
linguistic and content innovations in Shams' ghazals?

For this purpose, the authors of this article seek to conduct a comparative study of the narrative
elements in the ghazals-narratives of Attar and Rumi, in order to clarify the structural and content
similarities and differences, and to analyze how Attar's narratives are creatively recreated in Rumi's
poems. To advance this matter, we have examined all the ghazals-narratives of the aforementioned
poets, 22 of which belong to Attar's ghazals-narratives and 23 of which belong to Rumi's ghazals-
narratives. Usually, in narrative ghazals, each verse and sometimes each line narrates a moment of an
event, while in narrative ghazals, each verse and line are an episode of a temporal and continuous
narrative, so that deleting or ignoring a verse or line in these ghazals seriously harms the
understanding of the continuity of the narrative.
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Literature Review and Methodology

According to the study's background, there has not been a thorough investigation of comparative study
and analysis of story elements in ghazal-narratives of Attar and Rumi up to this point. Nonetheless, the
field of narrative ghazal has seen relatively little investigation and study. It can be said that this study
is thorough, analyzing all of the Ghazal-Narratives of Attar and Rumi structurally and comparing and
contrasting their similarities and differences.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this descriptive and analytical study of Attar Neyshaburi's and Rumi's ghazal-
narratives demonstrate how both great poets used fictional elements to give the ghazal a fresh and
distinctive quality, transforming it from a purely romantic and emotional poetic form into a
sophisticated medium for expressing deep mystical and human ideas. As a trailblazer in the use of
narrative-based ghazals, Attar's innovations in the language and structure of this poetic form laid the
groundwork for later developments in mystical poetry. Inspired by this foundation, Rumi was able to
expand and evolve these methods and create ghazals that not only achieved more layers of meaning,
but also incorporated more philosophical and mystical complexities. A comparative analysis of these
two poets shows that despite the major commonalities in the use of fictional elements, there are
important differences in the methods of narrative and the use of symbols.

Attar emphasizes more on abstract, didactic, and moral symbolism, and his ghazals are mainly created
for the purpose of spiritual guidance and guidance of the audience. In contrast, Rumi, using the same
symbols, depicts more personal and emotional experiences in which mystical passion and the search
for divine love are the focus. The findings of this descriptive and analytical study of Attar
Neyshaburi's and Rumi's ghazal-narratives demonstrate how both great poets used fictional elements
to give the ghazal a fresh and distinctive quality, transforming it from a purely romantic and emotional
poetic form into a sophisticated medium for expressing deep mystical and human ideas. As a
trailblazer in the use of narrative-based ghazals, Attar's innovations in the language and structure of
this poetic form laid the groundwork for later developments in mystical poetry.

Keywords: Attar, Rumi, Ghazal, Ghazal-narration, story elements.
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The pattern of rhyme arrangement is derived from the rhymes in Hafez's ghazals
that end with the indefinite Ya (»,5S <), relational Ya (cwws b), infinitival Ya ( b

yi—as), and verbal Ya ( 1 <L). This research aims to answer the following

questions: Is there a method or pattern for reading rhymes formed with different
types of -Ya in Hafez’s poetry? What is the nature of this rhyme arrangement? By
answering these questions, the study seeks to achieve its primary goal: a more
accurate and precise reading of rhymes in Hafez’s poetry. The findings
demonstrate that in Hafez’s ghazals, only the rhymes formed with the indefinite -
Ya appear consistently and uniformly, without mixing with infinitival or
relational rhymes (a total of 36 ghazals). In contrast, neither relational forms
(with relational -Ya) nor infinitives (with infinitival -Ya) are ever used
exclusively as rhymes in any ghazal. The main reason for the incompatibility of
the indefinite -Ya with the relational and infinitival -Ya is the difference in
pronunciation and phonological structure among these three forms.
Approximately 13 ghazals may pose challenges or lead to misreadings for some
readers and students of Persian poetry. However, it is evident that the difficulty in
reading does not apply to everyone. This research attempts to offer a model for
reading rhymes in poetry—especially in ghazals— with the goal of establishing a
principle or standard that can be applied to the reading of all poets' works. The
important rhymes (with indefinite Ya) that may be subject to misreading or
difficult reading include: Folani, Ravani, Javani, Niknami, Tamami, Xosh-
xarami, Digari, Xodkami, Homayi, Xomari, and Tamashayi.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Proper recitation of Persian poetic verses is one of the key responsibilities of Persian speakers,

especially professors and students of Persian literature. Developing and presenting a model for reading
rhymes can serve as an educational and research principle in the field of Persian language and
literature. Rhymes in poetry may have various syntactic, semantic, phonetic, and morphological
structures. The syntactic structure of rhymes does not affect their reading difficulty. However, the
semantic structure of rhyming words can significantly influence their accurate recitation and
pronunciation—for example, the semantic structures in phrases like “bar darand (s, ,,)” / “bar darand

(&l > »»)” and “darman and (! -k,») / “dar manand (wsb ,)”, or “axer Sod (a5 ,31)” in ghazals 161 and 188.
Reading difficulty in phonetic structure can be addressed in two ways. Either it relates to the
semantic interpretation of a word, such as “axer Sod (15 »1)” meaning “eventually passed” (“Sod” (.s)

as a complete verb) or “became the end” (“Sod (13)” as a linking verb)—see ghazals 161 and 188—or

it concerns the reading of the word in its archaic form.

By morphological structure in rhyme words, we mean the formation of infinitives, verbs, adjectives
(with -Y as relational suffix), and indefinites (with the -Y indefinite marker at the end of words). Since
the morphological form of words has always determined their phonetic structure, the inability to
identify and distinguish their morphological construction can lead to incorrect or flawed recitation.
Thus, extracting a model and logic for rhyme arrangement can not only help identify their
morphological forms but also aid in their phonetic interpretation.

Review of the Literature
Numerous books and articles have been written about rhyme and its diverse roles and functions in
poetry, and some of these works specifically focus on "rhyme in Hafez's poetry." However, most of
them address poetic techniques, rhyme-related musicality, and phonological structure, rather than the
morphological construction of rhymes—particularly those involving the indefinite -Y, infinitive -Y,
and relational -Y suffixes.

Discussion

The structural (morphological) pattern of rhymes in the poetry of great Iranian poets from Sanayi to
Sa’eb has consistently followed a unified methodology. Hafez’s poetry adheres to this same linguistic
and structural model. The pattern of thyme arrangement in Hafez’s ghazals includes:

A. Relational adjectives (with the relational -Y suffix): There is no ghazal in which all rhymes are
consistently constructed using relational adjectives.

B. Nouns/Infinitive derivatives (with infinitive -Y): No ghazal contains rhymes consistently using the
infinitive form.

C. Indefinite rhymes (with indefinite -Y or unity marker):

Indefinite Y + infinitive -Y + relational -Y + 2nd/3rd person singular verb -Y

2. Indefinite -Y + infinitive -Y + relational -Y

3. Indefinite -Y + relational -Y + 2nd/3rd person singular verb -Y

4. Indefinite -Y + relational -Y

5. Indefinite -Y + infinitive -Y

None of these five rhyme structures appear in Hafez’s ghazals.

6. Indefinite -Y + infinitive -Y + 2nd/3rd person singular verb -Y: This rhyme pattern occurs in
only one ghazal.

=
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7. Indefinite -Y + 2nd/3rd person singular verb -Y: This type of rhyme, using an indefinite word
alongside a verb form, occurs in only one ghazal (ghazal 426).

8. Pure indefinite rhyme:

The only rhyme pattern in Hafez’s poetry that appears consistently and without combination with
other -Y types (infinitive or relational) is the indefinite -Y. Thus, the model of rhyme arrangement for
indefinite -Y is its non-combination and separation from other -Y types within a single poetic
structure. Any exceptions to this are due to various reasons, such as poetic necessity, ambiguity or
duality of meaning in the rhyme word, exceptional phonetic resemblance (pronunciation), etc.
Whereas there is no ghazal in which rhymes are consistently formed with the infinitive -Y or the
relational -Y, Hafez’s Divan includes 36 ghazals in which all thymes are formed with the indefinite -
Y. The rest of the ghazals use a combination of various -Y types. The main reason why indefinite -Y
does not rhyme with the relational or infinitive -Y within a single ghazal lies in their differing
pronunciation and phonetic structures.

Approximately 13 ghazals may present reading challenges or lead to misreading of rhymes for some
readers and students of Persian literature and poetry. Examples include:

“Folani — Ravani — Javani”: A major reason for reading difficulty or misreading of such words is the
difference in their morphological and phonetic use, as well as their colloquial usage. In spoken
language, people tend to pronounce them according to popular usage. In Hafez’s poetry, all three are
used as indefinites, but modern readers may unconsciously read “Folant” and “Ravani” as relational
adjectives. (See ghazals 108, 120, 242)

“Niknami — Tamami — Xo$xarami”: While all three can be interpreted as infinitives, the rhyme
arrangement pattern (with indefinite -Y) indicates they should be read as indefinites. (See ghazals 335, 461)
“Degari”: It is often pronounced as a relational adjective in everyday speech, but the rhyme structure
indicates it should be read as an indefinite. (See ghazals 394, 74)

“Xodkam1”: The rhyme arrangement in Hafez’s ghazals confirms that this rhyme in ghazal 460 must

be read with an indefinite -Y, not an infinitive -Y.

There are other rhymes where misreading is less likely but still possible in some cases—such as
“Homay1”, “Xomari”, and “Tamasay1” in ghazals 121, 183, 368, 471, and 481—which should be read
with indefinite -Y according to the rhyme pattern.

Conclusion

The rhyme arrangement pattern derived from Hafez’s ghazals includes rhymes with indefinite,
relational, infinitive, and verbal -Y suffixes. Based on this, it is established that only rhymes with the
indefinite -Y occur consistently and exclusively (in 36 ghazals) without mixing with other -Y forms.
No ghazal has rhymes consistently formed with either relational or infinitive -Y. The main reason for
the incompatibility of indefinite -Y with relational and infinitive -Y is the difference in their
pronunciation and phonetic structures. About 13 ghazals may present reading challenges or lead to
misreading for some readers or students of Persian poetry. Notable rhymes (with indefinite -Y)
potentially prone to misreading include “Folani, Ravani, Javani, Niknami, Tamami, Xo$xaramf,
Degari, Xodkam1”, etc.

Keywords: Rhyme, -Y suffix, indefinite, infinitive, relational.
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Melmma' is a type of poetry based on bilingualism or multilingualism. Scholars
of rhetorical sciences have investigated the Molamma' with different approaches.
The present study has attempted to present a new model of Molamma' through
analysis of these approaches and to provide answers to the questions of why and
how Molamma' was created .The goals of this research are to provide a better
understanding of Molamma', and to discuss how it is formed, and why different
languages are used in the Molamma' in different periods .The research method is
descriptive-analytical .The data has been collected in a library and document
analysis method and analyzed by content analysis method .The results show that
the Melmma' is the result of the confrontation between the superior and inferior
discourses, the margin and the center, which can be analyzed from the perspective
of the discourse of power, considering the appropriateness of the languages used
in it. This juxtaposition in Persian-Arabic or European languages can be studied
in terms of the political and scientific process. However, in juxtapositions that
have emerged from the local languages of Iran with Persian, it is actually a
confrontation between two discourses: the periphery and the center, the official
and unofficial languages, which, while legitimizing the poet's language, are also a
kind of reaction to Othering. On the other hand, from the point of view of
psychological approach, Molamma' can be considered as a kind of hidden pride
and authority of the speaker and the reader, a topic which is examined in details
in the text of the article.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The term "Mollame” is an Iranian-invention and is not found in Arabic rhetorical books. Rhetorical
scholars have addressed this literary technique with different approaches. Not mentioning the
Molamma', the considering of it merely as a literary technique, and approaching it as literary
playfulness are among these cases. For example, it seems that the lack of mentioning of Mollama' by
some authors of Persian rhetorical books, such as Shams Qais Razi, Fakhri Isfahani, Najafqoli Mirza
Agha Sardar, and Mohammad Hadi Mazandarani, is influenced by the absence of this literary
technique in Arabic rhetorical books; however, one should not ignore their hesitation in considering it
as a literary technique. Some other scholars, such as Rashid al-Din Watawat, Taj al-Hallawi, Rami
Tabrizi, Reza Qolikhan Hedayat, and some contemporaries, have considered it a literary technique.
Some other contemporary scholars, such as Danesh-Pajouh, Rasouli, and Razani, have referred to it as
a type of literary playfulness. But none of these scholars have addressed the origin and formation of
the Molamma'. The present study has attempted to present a new concept of the term of Molamma' by
analyzing the original Rhetoric books from the oldest to the present time, in addition to explaining the
position of the Molamma' in the original knowledge and proposing and examining the approaches of
rhetorical scholars in this field, by analyzing and criticizing these approaches. The following are the
research questions of this research:What function does the Molamma' have in poetry? What kind of
discourse is the Molamma' based on?

Literature Review and Methodology

The works of research conducted on the Mollama' are also very few, compared to other topics
discussed in original books, and they are often limited to introducing Mollma', its historical course, and
mentioning examples of it. In his article “Mulma’i,” Sajjadi (1362: 336-346) has introduced Mulma’i
and the background of composing Mulma’i. “Research and Study on Mollama' Poetry” is also the title of
Abdullah Tolo’i’s thesis (1992), in which he discusses Mollama' and the forms used in it, and poets who
have used Mollama' in different periods, and introduces forty poets with their poetic examples.
Methodology in this study is descriptive-analytical. The statistical population is the collection of
Rhetoric books from the oldest to the newest, and the sample size is the subject of Molamma' in them.
Data were collected using a library method and analyzed using content analysis.

Discussion and Conclusion
The Molamma' is actually the opposition of two discourses; the authority’s discourse and the inferior

people’s discourse or the discourse of the margin and the center. This superiority can be examined in
Persian-Arabic Molamma' from the point of viewof political, religious or scientific trend, and in
Persian-French Molamma's or Molamma's composed in Persian with other European languages, from
the point of view of political and scientific trends. But this contrast in the Molamma's that has been
created by non-Persian-speaking poets in Iran is actually a contrast between two discourses: the
periphery and the center, the official and unofficial language. It seems that these Molamma’s, in
addition to being a reaction to Othering, are also considered a way of legitimizing the poet's language.
On the other hand, composing and even understanding this type of Molamma's requires mastery of the
languages used in them, and this, in turn, from a psychological perspective, is a way of satisfying an
individual's sense of superiority over his or her peers. This also applies to readers familiar with these
languages, because understanding the content of a Molamma' requires shared linguistic knowledge
between the poet and the reader, and this puts them in a superior position compared to other readers as
only someone who is fluent in the languages used in a Molamma' can understand its meaning.
Therefore, it seems that Molamma' can be considered a kind of hidden pride from this point of view.

Keywords: Rhetoric, Rhetorical figure, literary techniques, Molamma', critical discourse analysis,
hidden pride.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Persian to Persian lexicography has long been popular among lIranians to explain the difficult
vocabulary of texts. In the meantime, the first Persian dictionaries were mostly written for non-Persian
speakers or those who were not fluent in Dari Persian. Although the primary goal of the lexicographer
was to explain a difficult word or term and to help the audience better understand the literary text,
sometimes the lexicographer himself, due to not understanding the correct meaning of the word or
term, added to the difficulty of the text or caused the audience to misunderstand it. Subsequent
lexicographers, if we ignore the exceptions, by keeping in mind the dictionaries that preceded them,
have often repeated the same wrong meaning about the mentioned word or term and less doubted
about its meaning. But this is not the end of the story; Commentators and proofreaders of the texts
have also accepted the meaning presented by the lexicographers and considered it as definite, citing
these dictionaries. The word “Lablab”, which is recorded in many dictionaries, is one such case.
Dictionaries have mentioned two meanings for the word lablab, one of which is “ivy plant” and the
other meaning is “enchanter and sorcerer”. The word lablab in the first sense, due to the medical
properties of the lablab plant, has been widely reflected in pharmaceutical and medical texts.
Sometimes, commentators and proofreaders of poetic texts, due to the lack of understanding of the
meaning of the verse, have confused the two meanings of the word lablab and have used one instead
of the other. On the other hand, the second meaning of the lablab, i.e., enchanter and sorcerer, which
the study and analysis of it is the main purpose of this article, is not correct according to the poetic
evidence and other available evidence and should be corrected.

Research Methodology

In this article, each verse that lexicographers, commentators, and proofreaders of texts have considered
the word lablab in the sense of “magician and sorcerer” is mentioned separately. The structure of the
article is that different recordings of the witness verse are first given as examples. This is if there are
several corrections from the poet's divan or lexicographers have mentioned the verse with different
recordings. Then, the explanations of the lexicographers, commentators, and proofreaders about the
mentioned verse are examined and analyzed. In the end, after evaluating all the opinions, the authors
present their proposed meaning for the verse.

Discussion

The Lablab has come in several forms in Persian to Persian dictionaries. First, we can mention
dictionaries that have only introduced the lablab in the sense of “ivy or love plant.” The second group
are dictionaries that have mentioned the lablab, in addition to the meaning of the ivy plant, in the sense
of an enchanter and sorcerer. In most of these dictionaries, the lablab in the sense of ivy or love plant
is recorded with a kasra "s,.s" in the first letter and the lablab in the sense of enchanter and sorcerer
with a fatha "a3" in the first letter. This word is also known Arabic in the first meaning and Persian in
the second meaning. Another point is that in most cases, two verses of Azraqi-e Heravi have entered to
the dictionaries as witnesses, in the sense of magician and sorcerer. The word lablab is used in the
sense of enchanter and sorcerer in the divans of these poets: Mas‘ud-e Sa‘d-e Salman, Sana’i Ghaznavi,
Azraqi-e Heravi, ‘Am‘aq Bokara’i, Labibi, Seraji Khorasani, Luyaki Sannami. On the other hand, the
word lablab in literary prose texts only means the ivy plant. It is worth mentioning that the lablab in
Arabic dictionaries only means the plant of love or lotus. The word lablab is used in the same sense in
an old Arabic proverb: « a,all b Je oM 235 e Jisbe <M 235 0 Laisb. “heavier than the cup of ivy
on the heart of the patient”, “Grudger than the cup of ivy”. In the recent Arabic parable, the sick
person has to drink the bitter cup of the lablab in order to be healed. Therefore, this proverb is used to

express great reluctance and hatred towards something. This Arabic proverb in Persian is also
mentioned in the book Tarikh al-wuzara (history of ministers) from Najm al-Din Abu-al-Radja kumi.
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Conclusion

The authors of the present article, after presenting the poetic evidence of the word lablab and
reviewing it, have come to the conclusion that the meaning of the word lablab was the tool of the
magician's work, i.e., the magician's orb, and not the magician himself. Some of the commentators and
editors of the divans of poets, in explaining this word, in the verses in which the meaning of plant was
received from the word lablab, have mistakenly mentioned its meaning as an “enchanter” and a
“sorcerer”. It should also be said that in the corrected texts, the word lablab was not wronged (that
tashif "w>as": error in reading or writing), but its meaning was recorded incorrectly under the

influence of lexicographers. From the available evidence and signs, “Fits in the palm of the hand, a
dimple on the chin, a bead”, it follows that the size of some lablabs were not very large and ultimately
did not exceed the size of the palm of the hand. Also, considering that the lablab was round and
circular, in some cases, in order to prevent it from rolling, they apparently arranged a separate or
connected base for the lablab. The appearance of the lablab seems to have been in two forms; In the
first form, the evidence of which is abundant, the lablab was made of crystal and showed images
without using the setting. In the second form, according to verse of Labibi, it seems that we are
dealing with a lablab whose main body is metal and a setting or lens was placed on it to show the
image. The functions of the lablab include showing the image of a fairy or beloved, showing various
images, predicting and becoming aware of the situation in the world, and seeing images of events. The
images that are depicted in the lablab are usually ambiguous and unstable. In the end, it should be said
that the wizard was the main factor in showing the image, and that it was not possible for everyone to
show the image in the lablab without having the necessary skills. It should be noted that the verses in
which the word lablab is used usually have a literary allegory.

Key words: Lablab, lexicon writing, magician’s orb, ivy plant, description of texts.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Literature and calligraphy, as two abstract-imaginary systems influenced by each other, with centuries-

old associations and interactions and many structural commonalities in form and appearance, both
arise from social-historical macro-trends that lead to the change of society's standard taste; However, a
detailed analysis of the works of calligraphy and literature elites leads us to the surprising conclusion
that the most common structural features between these two fields can be found in the works of
calligraphers and poets who were not contemporaries. These inconsistencies are sometimes seen in
examples such as Hafez and Mir Emad, with a gap of more than two centuries, and sometimes in
evidence such as Saeb and Darwish with a gap of about a century. According to the present
interdisciplinary research which for the first time has uncovered the existence of this temporal
asymmetry, although the social developments of each period give the same characteristics to literature
and calligraphy, the speed of the effect of these developments on the elements of language and
calligraphy, which are the primary materials of literature and calligraphy, is not the same And always
the representation of social developments and taste captures of the society occurs in the realm of
sounds and word-meaning constructions of literary works, faster than the world of forms and
constructions of shape-mode of calligraphy works. The works of great figures such as Morteza Qoli
Soltan Shamloo and Darvish Abdul Majid Taleghani, both of whom were poets and calligraphers, are
among the best case studies in researching this issue.

Literature Review and Methodology

Works written in the field of literary history and stylistics of poetry and prose, or the history of
calligraphy and calligraphy styles, have also addressed the impact of social changes on literature and
calligraphy. Among the most important works in this field are the book History of Literature in Iran,
by Zabihullah Safa (1976) and the book A Brief History of Calligraphy and the History of Calligraphy
in Iran by Ali Rahjiri (1966). In the field of articles, Ziauddin Sajjadi in his article "Poetry in the
Context of Social Changes" and Abdullah Faradi in his article "Calligraphy and Social Changes" have
analyzed and examined the aforementioned topic. Many valuable works in both the fields of literature
and calligraphy can be mentioned as examples of such valuable research, but the structural comparison
of literature and calligraphy, finding rhetorical similarities between formal and linguistic texts, and
most importantly, discovering the distinction between literature and calligraphy in internalizing social
changes and explaining the reasons for this structural distinction, is an interdisciplinary research that
has been analyzed for the first time in the present article. Considering the objectives of this research,
which is to compare the structural adaptation of the two systems of writing and language and compare
the speed of transformation of these two systems in the face of social changes, the authors first
developed similar structures with respect to the rhetorical system prevailing in the two areas using a
deductive approach, and then, using an inductive approach, carefully observed the details of the
transformation of each after each specific social change and analyzed them completely and finally,
relying on library searches, classifications, pattern finding, ideation, and deconstruction, they have
taken steps towards proving the research hypotheses.

Discussion

Linework in calligraphy, like language in poetry and literature, has its own eloquence and rhetoric, and
the structural and aesthetic interactions between these two fields date back more than a thousand years.
In the first centuries of the Hijri calendar, the eloquence of structures and compositions was the focus
of attention of calligraphers, poets, and advanced literary writers more than anything else, but as time
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passed, rhetoric gained increasing importance in the aesthetics of calligraphy and language and the
reliance of later works on rhetoric and its sensory functions in the system of textual connotations has
led to the creation and spread of the secondary and preferred order of poets and calligraphers in the
text, and has led to the expansion of imaginative associations of states and meanings and an increase in
artistic ambiguities. Apart from this gradual and continuous change, other changes have also affected
literature and calligraphy in some periods, suddenly and intermittently, due to historical and social
developments and the importance of some artistic elements. Perhaps what seems surprising about the
process of these changes can be discussed with the paradoxical interpretation of "literature and
calligraphy, non-contemporaries.” The term "non-contemporary" in this interpretation means that the
aforementioned changes in the field of calligraphy appeared decades after their appearance in the field
of literature. Despite the structural correspondence between literary works and calligraphy in the
methods of exaggeration, there is no temporal correspondence, or more precisely, no synchronicity,
between exaggeration in literature and calligraphy, and its signs have appeared in literature more
quickly than in calligraphy. Thus, to understand the structural commonalities of literature and
calligraphy in the Safavid period, one should not compare the works of the greatest calligrapher of this
period, who is undoubtedly Mir Imad (961-1024 AH), with its greatest poet, who is undoubtedly Saeb
(1016-1086 AH). Rather, studies show that in a precise and correct comparison, Mir Emad's Nastaliq
has the most in common with the style of Hafez, and the Shastak of Dervish Abdul Majid Taleghani
(1150-1185 AH), whose life coincides with the era of Nader Shah Afshar, has the highest degree of
structural similarity with the Saeb style.

Conclusion

Based on the discussions of this research and the analysis of the objective evidence and documentation
presented therein, we arrive at the hidden fact that the internalization of social changes in literature is
faster than calligraphy and in fact, the works of poets and calligraphers of each period are not in the
same historical situation, nor do they arise from the same social developments. It is in a way that as if
they are contemporary, yet uncontemporary. Of course, the social developments of each period give
the same characteristics to literature and calligraphy at the same time, but the time required for these
developments to penetrate, settle, and manifest in the structural layers of literary works is much less
than in calligraphic works, and the manifestation of the aforementioned changes in the field of
literature precedes their emergence and manifestation in the field of calligraphy by decades.

Keywords: Literature, calligraphy, social developments, exaggeration, Shekaste- Nastalig, Indian style.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The short story “Pilgrimage” [Ziarat] by Jalal Al-Ahmad is the story of a pilgrimage. It begins at a
starting point and, after a journey of about a week, which is done by bus, and it ends at a destination
that is a pilgrimage site. Also, descriptions of the shrine and the shrine of the pilgrimage site are
provided in the text of the story, Without a clear indication of the origin, destination, route of travel,
and realistic time frame, however, based on the available temporal-spatial signs, mentioned historical
events, and social variables, its ambiguities in terms of location can be resolved and by specifying the
origin, destination, and route of the journey, we can even determine its time and identify its "spatial
and temporal inconsistency. This short story is a realist work. Examining the temporal-spatial
continuum of a realistic work can show the degree of realism of that work. Unlike literary works
produced before realist works, which did not pay much attention to the issue of time-space, realist
works pay a lot of attention to this component.

Literature Review and Methodology

Reflecting among articles, research, and volume works, it can be stated that research conducted in this
field includes the book The Origin of the Persian Novel by Christophe Bally (1998) and the article
“The Spatial-Temporal Continuum and Its Contribution to the Narrative Objectivity of the First
Persian Novels”, written in 2018 by Hashem Sadeghi Mohsenabad. Stories created before the 18™.
century in the world and stories from the pre-constitutional era in Iran are tales in which the heroes
have acquired a general appearance due to their abstraction from temporal and spatial situations.
Whereas in today's stories, heroes move from the whole to the part and from timelessness and
placelessness to time and space. The phrase "temporal space" or "temporal-spatial continuum™ was
first coined and used by Mikhail Bakhtin, who referred to it as "chronotope” in his theories, and
"Babak Ahmadi" considered it equivalent to "temporal space. In a number of his important treatises,
which are about the classification of novel types, Bakhtin analyzes and examines the main structure of
the novel based on two criteria. Those two criteria are: time and place. Using a central pattern that he
interprets as temporal space, he considers the necessity of artistic unity in a literary work to be in the
work's connection to reality.

Discussion

In the story of the pilgrimage, the origin and destination of the journey are not specifically mentioned.
There is no mention even of the names of the cities and villages that the pilgrimage caravan passes
through along the way, and we are only able to disambiguate the element of place through spatial cues
and social variables. The location markers in the story can be categorized into three categories: origin,
route, and destination. The location symbol is related to the origin of Sirous Street, from which we can
conclude that the origin of the movement is Tehran. The destination of this journey, with the
descriptions of the shrine and pilgrimage site in the story, is the city of Karbala and the shrine of Imam
Hussein. Of course, the other signs, such as references to the shrine's mud - which has the property of
healing the sick and calming the turbulent sea - and references such as the recitation of poems and
prayers whispered by the sergeants and the people, help prove this claim. Although the length of the
route does not have a specific location, evidence and clues indicate that the pilgrimage route from
Tehran to Karbala at that time was the Tehran-Kermanshah route. The spatial inconsistency of the
story also refers to the dome-shaped gospels in the story, which the available evidence indicates is
consistent with the journey to Mashhad, which the author has generalized to the journey to Karbala.
There is no mention of the element of time, except for three vague references to the phrases "summer,"
"the approaching days of mourning and the departure of the Al-Aba caravan," and "during these
several years of war." The timestamp "near the days of mourning and the fast of the movement of the
Al-Abba caravan" indicates that the journey took place in the month of Dhul-Hijjah. The social
variable of bus travel and the outbreak of typhus also proves that the phrase "during these several
years of war" refers to World War Il. Of course, with the historical evidence of the outbreak of typhus
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and with the help of travelogues, we can conclude that the trip took place in Dhul-Hijjah 1322. Dhul-
Hijjah and Muharram of 1322 coincided with Aban and Azar, which means that the time symbol
"summer" also indicates a time discrepancy.

Conclusion

The story of “Pilgrimage” [Ziarat] is a short narrative story. When spatial description dominates a
narrative story, its theme becomes one-dimensional and therefore not much happens in the story as the
author has put his effort into describing various spaces, and this can be intensified in the short story. In
a short story, there is little room for speech, and even that is used to describe the atmosphere, leaving
little room for various events to occur. On the other hand, excessive description of space causes time
to lose its special place, which in turn causes temporal discontinuity and disruption of the integrity of
time. The narrative language in the pilgrimage story is also one-dimensional and mainly emphasizes
the description of space and place, which has caused the concept of time to remain more ambiguous
and behind the element of place. As can be seen, spatial cues have a high frequency compared to
temporal cues. Also, spatial signs are much clearer than temporal signs and in most cases do not
require much length or interpretation, and specific realistic locations can be reached from the existing
signs and clues. While time is more ambiguous than place, and even with time markers, a realistic
specific time cannot be definitively reached. Therefore, it can be concluded that in this story, Al-
Ahmad, by emphasizing the description of the place, which includes the description of the shrine and
the pilgrimage site, the city he visits, and the description of the roads and coffee houses along the way,
neglected the narrative of time in a realistic work, and even the temporal break caused a temporal
inconsistency.

Keywords: temporal-spatial continuum, spatial and temporal inconsistency, short story, pilgrimage,
Jalal Al-Ahmad.
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The novel Island of Bewilderment by Simin Daneshvar, through its multilayered
narrative, portrays the narrative experiences of characters amid the social,
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hermeneutic dialogue, and fusion of horizons are represented in the novel’s
narrative structure and character development, drawing on Hans-Georg
Gadamer’s hermeneutic theory. Employing a qualitative method, the research
meticulously analyzes the narrative content, dialogues, and historical contexts to
explore the application of Gadamerian concepts within the text. The findings
reveal that characters, particularly Hasti, engage in interpretive processes through
interactions with others and encounters with diverse perspectives. This process,
shaped by dialogues between characters holding traditional and modern beliefs,
leads to a reevaluation of pre-understandings and ultimately to a fusion of
horizons. This fusion, understood as the blending of differing viewpoints to create
new understanding, manifests in the intellectual and emotional transformation of
the characters. Consequently, Island of Bewilderment emerges not only as a
literary work but also as a hermeneutic space for mutual understanding and the
reconstruction of human consciousness. By depicting the tension between
tradition and modernity, rationality and mysticism, and individuality and
collectivity, the novel serves as a mirror of Iran’s cultural and historical dialogue
on the cusp of social transformations.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Employing a non-linear and dialogue-driven narrative, Jazireh-ye Sargardani (Island of Bewilderment)

reflects the tensions between tradition and modernity, rationality and mysticism, and individuality and
collectivity in 1970s Iran. In this novel, Daneshvar transcends monophonic narrative structures,
creating a space wherein characters, through multi-layered dialogues, engage in a re-evaluation of their
beliefs and presuppositions. This characteristic renders the novel analyzable as a hermeneutic
laboratory. Gadamer's theory, with its emphasis on the dynamism of understanding as a dialectical
process situated within history and language, offers an effective framework for examining this work.
Accordingly, the central research question is: "How are the key concepts of Gadamer's hermeneutics
represented in the narrative structure and characterization of Jazireh-ye Sargardani?"

Literature Review and Methodology

The existing body of research on Jazireh-ye Sargardani predominantly focuses on sociological
analyses, existential psychology, and feminist studies. For instance, Daryanavard et al. (1402/2023-
2024) have examined the crisis of female identity in the confrontation between tradition and
modernity, while Moradi (1400/2021-2022) has analyzed the characters' state of bewilderment based
on the theories of Irvin Yalom. Furthermore, studies such as Abdali et al. (1400/2021-2022) have
emphasized the reinterpretation of classical poetry within the novel. However, despite the richness of
previous studies, a significant research gap exists concerning the application of hermeneutic
theories—particularly Gadamer's philosophy. The present article, by addressing this lacuna, not only
offers a novel interpretation of the novel but also strengthens the nexus between literature and
philosophy within Iranian studies. Employing a qualitative approach and the method of textual content
analysis, this research investigates the correspondence between Gadamerian concepts and the narrative
elements of Jazireh-ye Sargardani. Data have been extracted through a meticulous examination of
dialogues, monologues, and the historical-cultural contexts of the novel. The research hypothesis
posits that Daneshvar's novel, through its representation of hermeneutic concepts, provides a
framework for the experience of interpretation and the transformation of consciousness. Drawing upon
Gadamer's primary texts—such as Truth and Method—and relevant scholarly works, this analysis
examines three components: preconception (Vorurteil/pre-understanding), dialogue, and the fusion of
horizons in the characters' interactions.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that the novel's characters—particularly Hasti-—operate within the framework of
their pre-existing cultural and ideological learned structures. For example, Salim, informed by
mystical pre-understandings, perceives the material world as a veil obscuring truth, whereas Morad,
relying on Marxist doctrines, attributes social crises to despotism. These preconceptions are
challenged within the characters' dialogues. Two types of dialogue were identified in the novel: 1)
confrontational dialogues that culminate in an impasse (such as the dispute between Salim and Hasti
regarding Marxism), and 2) authentic dialogues that lead to a fusion of horizons (such as the final
dialogue between Hasti and Salim). The process of fusion, particularly evident in the character of
Hasti, manifests as an intellectual transformation; she transitions from a simplistic opposition to
tradition towards a selective and multi-layered understanding, thereby embracing aspects of
spirituality and tradition while maintaining critical rationality. Consequently, Jazireh-ye Sargardani is
not merely a literary narrative but a hermeneutic space for the reconstruction of human consciousness.
By depicting the dialectic of tradition and modernity, the novel invites the reader to participate in the
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process of understanding, demonstrating that truth is engendered through reciprocal discourses and the
fusion of intellectual horizons. This research provides a model for analyzing literary texts through
philosophical approaches and constitutes a step towards elucidating the indissoluble link between
literature and hermeneutics.

Keywords: Island of Bewilderment, Simin Daneshvar, Hans-Georg Gadamer, Philosophical
Hermeneutics, Fusion of Horizons, Hermeneutic Dialogue, Preconception (Pre-understanding),
Narrative Analysis.
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