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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Bayazid Bastami (161-234 AH), a paradoxical Sufi, with a novel
mystical experience, an enigmatic language, a unique state, and a spiritual
ascension, is a treasury of Iranian mysticism and one of the revivers of
this wisdom. In his sayings, he employs elements such as light and soul
to explain spiritual subtleties, unveil the mysteries of human existential
depth, elucidate the soul’s happiness, and resolve ontological enigmas.
The research hypothesis posits that certain elements of ancient Iranian
Received in revised from 13 philosophy are interconnected with Bayazid’s mysticism. The author has

August 2024 sought to analyze and elaborate on these themes using philosophical and
theological approaches. The main research questions include: What role
do light and soul play in Iranian philosophy and Bayazid’s Sufism? And
Published online 12 February - \what aspects of light and soul are linked to his mystical thought? The

2025 research findings indicate that the existential value of light in Bayazid’s
thought has deep-rooted origins and that a shared cosmology exists
between these two worldviews. This cosmology underscores the
dichotomy between the realms of the corporeal and the celestial, light and
soul, creation and command, and the seen and the unseen. It ultimately
guides humanity toward relentless effort in pursuit of true felicity. The
soul serves as the central axis of Bayazid’s thought, which, in its ultimate
state, can unite with light. In his discourse, light is not merely an
illuminator of the existing world but also a guide to the ultimate truth.
These elements, characterized by a unified ontology, mystical
transformation, and Iranian essence, are reflected in Bayazid’s sayings
amidst the tension of opposing forces and the supremacy of Ahuric
powers.
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The narratives of Tus, the hero and the prince of Nozar, have undergone
many changes from the Avestan era to the period of compiling historical
and national epic texts of Iran. Tus, who is introduced in the Avesta as a
renowned hero and warrior, is a prince in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh who is
far from the kingship and is famous for his folly and frivolity. This duality
of personality may stem from the differences that are seen in the
narratives of the Nozar family. Ferdowsi’s description of the Nozarian
narratives differs greatly from the texts before and after the Shahnameh.
The various actions of the mythical-epic characters in the realm of
changes resulting from the course of myth, the process of epic evolution
and also the difference of narratives are worth examining. In this research,
by examining the narratives related to Tus (from the Avesta to the

2025 historical texts), a clearer picture of him is presented and the changes in
Tus’s work and behavior in the transition from myth to epic and the
reasons for this transformation are discussed.
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Article type: Despite numerous efforts to correct Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, many issues
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The Risalat fi Haqigat al-‘Ishq (The Essence of Love) by Suhrawardi
(549-587 AH), while addressing the mystical manifestations of love and
its various states in the stories of the creation of Adam and the Prophet
Joseph, offers a rich tapestry of symbolism and interpretive potential.
This richness makes it amenable to analysis and reading through the lens
of Roland Barthes’ five-part code—an analytical, systematic, and creative
framework for examining narratives. Barthes views every text as
generative, dynamic, and possessing multiple layers of meaning. He
contends that texts distinguish themselves through this generative and
fluid nature. Suhrawardi, adopting a Neoplatonic perspective and drawing
from the thoughts of the Magi and the subtleties of the Qur'an, delves into
the mysteries surrounding the creation of beauty, love, and sorrow,
exploring their roles within the cosmology and epistemology of his
esoteric philosophy. Mystics such as Al-Ghazali and Bagqili Shirazi also
consider beauty, love, and sorrow to be fundamental elements of the
spiritual journey, viewing love as the manifestation of beauty and sorrow
as the result of fear. This article employs an analytical-descriptive
approach to explore the hidden voices within the Risalat fi Haqgiqat al-
‘Ishg, uncovering various aspects of its semiotic codes for the reader. Due
to its abundance of symbolism and metaphor, the text falls into the
category of "open™ or "written" texts, meaning that the reader is not
passive but actively engages with the text, shaping its meaning through a
dynamic and multifaceted process. Barthes proposes an innovative
method for this type of reading, in which the text is deconstructed and
fragmented, allowing the reader to take on the role of the text's creator.
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The interpretation of "The Lord of Lords" at the beginning of a romance
by Nizami Ganjavi (1141 — 1209): “Khosrow and Shirin”, under the title
"About Monotheism™ is neither verbal nor spiritually compatible with the
principles of monotheism in Islamic theology. The central issue of this
article is that by explaining and interpreting these verses, it can provide
an epistemological and ontological model for an accurate understanding
of the depth of the thoughts of this sage. This proposed model is:
"Hermetic worldview". This article seeks to interpret the phrase "The
Lord of Lords" in Nizami's theology based on the Hermetic
epistemological system and to generalize it to the entire theological
system of Nizami. For this purpose, first, by exploring the history and
content of Hermetic texts, we have provided a general outline of its
theological system, and then we have searched for the traces of those
teachings in Iranian and then Islamic texts. In the next stage, we have
studied the influence of those teachings through the Sabians of Harran,
and Suhrawardi's works in the intellectual atmosphere of the
contemporary Nizami period, and with intra-textual and extra-textual
evidences, we have tried to show influence of Hermetic ideas on him,
especially Hermetic dualistic theology, which believes in the existence of
a supreme God and a creator God.
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Khamsah™ writing is one of the long-standing traditions of Persian
literature, which began in the 6th century AH and continued until the 14th
century in Iran and regions under the influence of Iranian culture. The
poet Hakim Nezami gained such fame by composing Panj Ganjes that
after him, many poets in Iran, the Indian subcontinent, Central Asia, and
Asia Minor wrote their own khamsahs in Persian and Turkish. One of the
famous khamsah poets from Asia Minor, who composed a khamsah in
Ottoman Turkish, is Ataollah Noyi-zadeh, pen name Ata’i (11th century
AH). The purpose of this article is to examine the typological features of
Ata’i’s khamsah as a representative of Ottoman Turkish khamsahs and
compare it with Nezami’s khamsah as the primary example of the
khamsah literary form. The results indicate that Ata’i adhered to the
formal conventions of the khamsah, such as the number and naming of
the poems, their meter and division, and maintaining significant tropes
such as the Bismillah verse, Sagi-nameh, and opening verses. However,
he abandoned one of the main characteristics of the khamsah genre, which
is its narrative nature, and wrote only one narrative poem inspired by
Haft-Peikar. In composing his couplets, Ata’i was generally influenced
by the social conditions of his time, and the seven tales of his Haft-Khwan
poem reflect the social context of his era."
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Heroes in tales and stories differ from ordinary people, and this distinction arises
from their extraordinary functions as well as the fate that has been destined for
them. Since these individuals are "mission-oriented"—that is, they appear in the
narrative for a specific purpose or objectives—they must remain alive and
dynamic until their mission or goal is fulfilled. When the hero is in distress or
facing destruction, certain beings or elements suddenly appear, rescuing them
from danger or saving them from death, as their "lifespan” has not yet ended.
These beings or elements are referred to as “agents,” "hidden informants,” or
"covert operatives."The aim of this study, which employs a descriptive-analytical
method based on documentary and library sources, is to examine the role,
function, and manifestations of hidden informants and covert operatives (agents)
in the Darab-nameh of Tarsusi. These operative factors can be manifestations of
farr (divine glory), whose duty is either to save the hero’s life or to provide them
with crucial knowledge. Following our analysis, we categorized these supporting
manifestations into two main groups:1. Natural elements, including animals,
plants, celestial bodies, etc., which signify the deep-rooted connection between
humans and nature. 2.VVoices and sounds from the unseen realm, which reach the
hero’s ears and serve as divine guidance. The first category plays the role of
saving the hero’s life in moments of crisis and peril, while the second provides
knowledge and insight into past and future events, helping the hero navigate their
journey and overcome hardships, thereby contributing to their growth and
enlightenment. The simultaneous presence of these two types of agents (natural
elements and mystical voices) may be a key factor in ensuring that the hero's farr
remains with them until the end of the story, never abandoning them. This is
because their physical and spiritual development occur simultaneously,
preventing the hero from falling into arrogance and pride. Among these hidden
informants, the most prominent manifestation is the mysterious voices and
sounds that originate from an unknown source and frequently save the hero’s life.
These voices function similarly to Izad Soroush (the divine messenger), which
can be considered a symbol of farr.
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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Badr al-Din Hilali Jaghata'i was one of the prominent and influential poets
of the late 9th and early 10th centuries AH, particularly excelling in
ghazal and mathnawi. His most famous work, Shah va Darvish, gained
widespread recognition both during his time and afterward. Its popularity
even led several poets in Turkish literature to compose their own versions
of the Shah va Darvish story in verse. Brief narratives of the romantic tale
of Shah va Darvish existed in literary works before Hilali’s time. In this
Received in revised from 16 article, we examine the most significant poetic and occasionally prose

December 2024 versions of this story, primarily found in mystical texts, especially sources
related to Jamali mysticism. We analyze their similarities and differences,
compare Hilali’s Shah va Darvish with them, and highlight his
Published online 12 February  jnnoyations in storytelling. Shah va Darvish by Hilali holds significance

2025 from three perspectives: literary, mystical, and ethical. Among these, its
ethical and didactic aspects—which have received little attention so far—
are particularly noteworthy. In this poem, the poet implicitly conveys
recommendations to the ruling authority regarding the necessity of
justice, attention to the common people, and the benefits that a ruler can
derive from such an approach. This aspect elevates the poem beyond a
mere romantic narrative, bringing it closer to the status of a siyasatnama
(political treatise).
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Nature plays a significant role in shaping human actions, which has been
disrupted in the present age. This concept is clearly manifested in the
fictional works of Adnan Gharifi. Therefore, we will answer the question,
using a descriptive-analytical approach, of what factors have contributed
to distancing nature from its original position and, as a result, the
environmental and human crises in the societies presented in Adnan
Gharifi's stories? The findings of this research indicate that the dominant
discourses in Adnan Gharifi’s fictional society are destructive and have
caused disruptions in nature, moving it away from its original place, and
through the reification of nature and the focus on a profit-driven,
development-oriented perspective, which is evident in colonial and
authoritarian discourses, they have provoked actions in humans and led
them to crises, which we see reflected in the following themes: the
authoritarian discourse of power and political economy, accompanied by
environmental pollution and destruction, as well as the disruption of
human bonds in the short story Mother of the Palm; the discourse of
development and the application of disciplinary techniques from
developed bourgeois societies for urban planning, leading to
environmental and human life disruption in Four Apartments in
Tehranpars; the authoritarian discourse, the construction of subjects, and
the prison-like society, along with the infiltration of power into all aspects
of biological and human life, and the sickening of nature due to
unsustainable development in The Cloak in the Mist; and the discourse of
capitalism, which shapes human actions, leading to environmental harm
in The Lovebird.
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