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The emergence of Islamic mysticism and Sufism in the early centuries of 

the Hijri calendar was accompanied by the formation of a set of mystical 

terms that Sufis and mystics used to express their specific teachings. 

These terms were gradually codified over time, and many mystics 

provided interpretations of them. Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani (d. ̀˽̀ AH) is 

among the prominent thinkers and mystics who, in addition to employing 

the common mystical terminology, contributed innovative concepts to 

this field. A close examination of his works reveals that, in order to 

articulate his profound and novel mystical ideas, he coined and 

introduced new terms such as ñpir-parastiò (devotion to the spiritual 

master), ñǕdat-parastiò (habit worship) including sub-concepts like 

ñijǕb-e Ǖdatò (veil of habit) and ñsharǭat-e Ǖdatò (sharia of habit), 

ñspiritual incarnationò and ñvirtual incarnation,ò ñǕd,ò ñalchemy,ò and 

ñsharǭat-e ishqò (sharia of love). This article identifies, analyzes, and 

explains the most significant innovative mystical terms introduced by 

Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani and clarifies their place within his intellectual 

system. The findings of the study show that his novel terminology stems 

from his effort to present mystical concepts beyond the framework of the 

conventional terms of his time and plays a key role in expressing his 

unique mystical ideas. 

Cite this article: Bahramzadeh, N., Saket, S. (̷̹̹̼). Ayn al-Qu Ǖt HamadǕnǭôs Innovations in the Coinage of Mystical 

Terminology. Persian Language and Literature, ̾  ̀(̹̼ )̺, ̸ -̸̼. 

http://doi.org/̸ ̷̷̹̹̺̻͂/perlit.̹ ̷̷̹̺̹̺̽͂̾̀͂̿̀̾  

 

                              © The Author(s).                                                                                  Publisher: University of 

Tabriz.                              

 

 

mailto:saket@um.ac.ir
http://doi.org/10.22034/perlit.2026.70392.3897
http://doi.org/10.22034/perlit.2026.70392.3897
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-3663-7814
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6585-7230


 

 

 
Journal Persian Language and Litereture, Volume 24, Issue -0., December -+-0 

 

 

- 

Extended Abstract 

Introduction  

The expansion of Islamic mysticism and Sufism, along with the emergence of various Sufi orders in the 

early centuries of the Hijri era, was accompanied by the creation of numerous mystical expressions and 

terminologies frequently employed by mystics and Sufis to articulate their ideas. Gradually, many 

mystics undertook the explanation, clarification, and compilation of these mystical terms, so that by the 

third and fourth centuries AH the groundwork for the maturation and codification of Sufi terminology 

had been established. The mystical terms presented in different Sufi works show only minor variations 

and are, in most cases, quite similar. In fact, the writings devoted to mystical terminology largely 

followed one another, preserving the established meanings of the terms while shaping the broader 

current of Islamic mysticism and Sufism. Ayn alΆQudǕt HamadǕnǭ, alongside the development of 

themes influenced by other mystics and thinkers, at times addressed issues and discussions that appear 

to have been introduced for the first time in his works. In certain cases, he elaborated extensively on 

subjects that had not been emphasized among the Sufis. The presentation of new and innovative mystical 

ideas required the introduction of fresh terminologies, which HamadǕnǭ employed with originality and 

intellectual brilliance. In other words, some of his thoughts and ideas in the realm of mysticism and 

Sufism exceeded the capacity of the conventional mystical terminology of his time, as the earlier terms 

could not adequately convey the profound concepts within his intellectual system. Consequently, he was 

compelled to devise new mystical terms to articulate his ideas. At times, however, he expressed concepts 

previously discussed by other mystics and Sufis through newly coined mystical terminology. The 

present study seeks to identify, analyze, and examine the mystical terms specific to Ayn alΆQudǕt 

HamadǕnǭ, focusing on one of his most significant innovationsðnamely, the creation of new 

terminologies. 

 

Literature Review and Research Methodology 

The research method of this article is libraryΆbased and conducted through an analyticalïdescriptive 

approach. In order to examine and compare mystical terminologies, the authors have referred to two 

categories of lexicons of Sufi terminology:˼. Early lexicons such as alΆLuma, alΆTaarruf, Nahj alΆ

KhǕ , DarajǕt alΆMuǕmalǕt, and ad MaydǕn.  ˽ . Contemporary glossaries such as Shar  I ilǕǕt al

ΆTa awwuf by Gowharǭn and FarhangΆi LugǕt wa I ilǕǕt wa TabǭrǕt IrfǕnǭ by SajjǕdǭ. The 

compilers of contemporary lexicons of mystical terminology, in addition to common mystical terms 

such as faqr, riǕ, zuhd, shawq, and others, have sometimes included metaphors and compound 

expressions among mystical terms. Nevertheless, the authors of the present article, regardless of the 

differing perspectives on the selection of mystical terminology in contemporary lexicons, through a 

close reading of the works of Ayn alΆQudǕt HamadǕnǭ, have identified words or expressions that have 

acquired terminological significance and have undertaken to explain and analyze the most important of 

them. 

 

Discussion  

Ayn alΆQudǕt HamadǕnǭ, a prominent mystic and thinker of the fifth and sixth centuries AH, introduced 

novel ideas and fresh perspectives. A close study of his works in comparison with those of earlier 

mystics reveals that many of his thoughts had not been expressed in the writings of previous Sufis and 

were articulated for the first time through his pen. Consequently, the conventional mystical terminology 
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of his time proved insufficient to convey some of his profound and innovative ideas. In order to express 

his distinctive concepts, he devised new mystical terms through which he could communicate his 

intended meanings. The most significant mystical terms coined by Ayn alΆQudǕt HamadǕnǭ include pǭr

Άparastǭ, ǕdatΆparastǭ (under which he also employed the terms ijǕbΆi Ǖdat and sharǭatΆi Ǖdat), ulȊl

Άi manavǭ, ulȊlΆi majǕzǭ, Ǖd, kǭmiyǕgarǭ , and sharǭatΆi ishq. Of course, the number of mystical 

terms coined by him exceeds these examples; however, these six selected terms are those most 

extensively employed within his intellectual system. They are unique to Ayn alΆQudǕt HamadǕnǭ and 

are not found in the works of earlier mystics. 

 

Conclusion 

This study demonstrates that the innovative terminology of Ayn al-Qu Ǖt HamadǕnǭ arose from his 

endeavor to articulate mystical concepts beyond the conventional expressions of his time, playing a 

valuable and significant role in elucidating his distinctive mystical ideas. In his view, the spiritual master 

(pǭr) not only guides the seeker but also serves as a mirror in which the seeker may behold God. Ayn 

al-Qu Ǖt maintained that pǭr-parastǭ [devotion to the spiritual master], since it constitutes the prelude to 

guidance and the vision of God, is superior even to khudǕ-parastǭ [devotion to God]. He repeatedly 

employed the term pǭr-parastǭ to emphasize this point.  Furthermore, in his opposition to habit and the 

performance of actionsðeven religious practicesðmerely out of routine, he introduced the term Ǖdat-

parastǭ [habit worship], which he condemned throughout his works. This notion was of such importance 

in his thought that, on its basis, he coined two further expressions: ijǕb-i Ǖdat [veil of habit] and 

sharǭat-i Ǖdat [sharia of habit]. To explain the union with the Divine, Ayn al-Qu Ǖt devised the 

concepts of ulȊl-i manavǭ and ulȊl-i majǕzǭ [spiritual incarnation and virtual incarnation], while 

employing the letter Ǖd to signify the essential reality of the Prophet (peace be upon him).  According 

to him, God at times, through His power, performs kǭmiyǕgarǭ [Alchemy], bringing the servant to the 

stage of fanǕ [annihilation]and elevating him. For a religion and law that transcends outward formsð

in which seekers may wear the zunnǕr and in which the categories of lawful and unlawful acquire new 

meaningsð Ayn al-Qu Ǖt employed the term sharǭat-i ishq [sharia of love]. 
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