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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: The Kitab al-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi is an Arabie*language historical work
written by Ghiyath al-Din ‘Abd Allah ibn Fath_Adlah al-Baghdadi al-
Falaki al-Katib (alive in the early \-th century AH), which occupies a

distinguished place among the historiographical writings of the ninth and
early tenth centuries AH. The authogs possessing strong command of
Persian, drew upon historical [SourCes in that language and cited a
considerable number of Persian verses -€ither of historical value or
employed as proverbial,expressions= throughout his book. Al-Baghdadi
most likely composed‘his work in the late ninth century AH, at a time
when severalliterati and bureaucrats in Baghdad were familiar with both
Persianfand Turkish. A preliminafy comparison shows that this scholar
andistorian referred to Turkish-language materials in only two or three
Keywords: inStances, Which reflects the dominance of Persian in Baghdad during that
Islamic Historiography, period. The printed edition of the Tarikh al-Ghiyathi published in
Ghiyath al-Din al-Baghdadi, ~ Baghdad, however, contains numerous inaccuracies and defects in the
Persian Language, Baghdad,  transcription of the Persian verses. In the present study, all such verses
Critical Edition. have been first extracted and classified into two groups — the “historical
section” and the “proverbial section.” Subsequently, these poems have
been corrected based on a transcript made approximately eight decades
ago from the manuscript preserved in the Baghdad Museum, revised by
thedistinguished scholar Muhammad Qazvini, and further verified with
reference to several additional sources. In making these emendations,
priority has been given to sources which were likely among al-
Baghdadi’s own references for the composition of this work.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The citation of Persian poetry in historical works written in Arabic—particularly within Arabic-speaking
regions—is a relatively rare phenomenon, likely stemming from the separation between
historiographical traditions as well as limited familiarity with the Persian language. Nevertheless,
al-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi, an Arabic-language chronicle authored by Ghiyath al-Din ‘Abdallah b.
Fath-Allah al-Baghdadi al-Falaki al-Katib (fl. early ) *th century AH), represents an exceptional case.
This work occupies a distinctive place in the historiography of the th and early ) + th centuries AH and
plays a significant role in studies concerning the history of Iran and Irag.

The author not only drew extensively upon Persian sources for the Mongol, Jalayifid, Muzaffarid, and
Timurid periods, but also incorporated a considerable number of Persian poems and preverbs throughout
his narrative. These verses at times serve historical functions and at other times appear as proyerbial or
literary illustrations. Al-Falaki al-Baghdadi likely composed his work at the end of the Ythp€entury AH,
and we know that several littérateurs and administrators of that era in,Baghdad were familiar with
Persian and Turkish.

A preliminary comparison—namely the observation that this scholar and¥historian cites Turkish
materials only in two or three instances—reveals the predominange of the Persian language in Baghdad
during that period. From a sociolinguistic perspective, this practice may be interpreted as an effort to
confer “symbolic capital” upon the work and to eleyate its literary prestige within Baghdad’s cultural
milieu. It suggests that the author’s intellectual enyironment in late 4th-century AH Baghdad afforded
certain privileges to administrators and‘men_of letters for whom familiarity with Persian constituted a
form of cultural distinction.

Methodology

After collating and extracting the Persian verses from the Baghdad misprint, the present study first
classified the poems into two categories— *historical” and “proverbial.” The verses were then edited
and subsequently analyzed in several stages. he method consists of the following steps:

() Gathering all Persianggitations

(Y) Identifying typographical errors and misreadings in the Baghdad edition and correcting them by
comparing the textwith a transeription read and annotated by ‘Allama Qazvini

() Tracing the sources,of the poems in earlier Persian works such as Yazdi’s Zafar-nama, various
Persian Divans, anthologies, and other literary and historical sources

(£) Analyzing the historical or literary function of these citations

Thus, beyond- its, textual-critical dimension, the study adopts an analytical approach to the
cross-linguistic and eross-cultural functions of these quotations. As is known, only a single manuscript
of al-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi survives today in the Dar al-Makhtaitat in Baghdad. Therefore, in the absence
of direct access to the manuscript, any attempt to correct the Baghdad edition requires reliance on
mediating sources.

One of the most important of these is a transcription of the Baghdad manuscript prepared approximately
eight decades ago by the distinguished Iraqi scholar ‘Abbas al-‘Azzawi for the eminent historian of Iran,
‘Abbas Igbal Ashtiyant. This transcription is now preserved in the Library of the Faculty of Letters,
University of Tehran. Its particular value lies in the fact that the prominent scholar of history of Iran,
‘Allama Muhammad Qazvini, studied the transcript and recorded several corrective or explanatory notes
in its margins—many of which form the basis of the textual evaluations and emendations undertaken in
this study.
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Discussion

The findings indicate that the Persian verses in al-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi primarily serve two functions:
first, the recording of historical events through chronograms and historical poems; and second, the
reinforcement of the author’s moral and political judgments. For example, the well-known couplet
concerning Malik Ashraf, which highlights his avarice and eventual assassination, illustrates how a
Persian proverb is interwoven into the historical narrative. Likewise, chronograms such as “Nazanin
Tabriz”—used to mark the year of Tabriz’s plunder—or the quatrains related to Timur’s death
demonstrate the precise ways in which poetry and historiography intersect.

A significant portion of the cited verses pertains to Timurid events. Some of these are directly borrowed
from Persian works, especially the Zafar-nama, while others appear to derive fromsdoctments or oral
accounts available to the author. Crucially, when contrasted with the very limited presenee™of,Turkish
poetry in the work, the abundance of Persian citations underscores the superior ‘cultural standing of
Persian in the intellectual milieu of Baghdad during this period. Thus, &Ghiyath al-Din_emierges not
merely as a transmitting historian but as a literatus well-versed in Persian/poetictraditions, who employs
their rhetorical capacities to enhance the narrative structure of his chronicle.

Conclusion

An examination of the Persian poems and proverbs in al-Zarikhtal-Ghiydatht demonstrates that the work
occupies a distinguished position for its systematic use of Persiansources and citations within an
Arabic-speaking environment. The extensive reliance on Persian poetry, beyond its function in historical
documentation, signals a deliberate stylistic strategy. and an act of cultural self-fashioning. This
phenomenon reflects not only the deep influence of Persian language and literature in 4th-century AH
Baghdad but also the dynamic interaction between Arabic and Persian historiographical traditions.
Consequently, al-Tarikh al-Ghiyathrimaydoe regarded as a valuable source for the study of cultural
history and the sociology of language in the late Islamic period—an artifact that traverses linguistic
boundaries and binds history to literature throughrsthe medium of poetry. The detailed analysis of these
verses shows that the author was thoroughly familiar with the Persian literary heritage and employed it
to articulate historical, ethical, and social insights.

These poems not only attest to,the cultural and linguistic influence of Iran upon Iraq during that era but
also serve as evidence of thenbilingual literary environment of late Ath-century AH Baghdad.
Furthermore, a comparative examination of the manuscript annotated by ‘Allama Qazvini with the
Baghdad edition revealsythat “a substantial portion of the verses requires scholarly and critical
reassessment. »Ihus, the present study may serve as a preliminary step toward producing a more
authoritative eritical edjtion of al-7arikh al-Ghiyathi and toward deepening our understanding of the
intricate relationship’between Persian poetry and Islamic historiography.

Keywords: Islamic Historiography, Ghiyath al-Din al-Baghdadi, Persian Language, Baghdad, Critical
Edition.
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