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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Only a few manuscripts of the classical Perstan verse romance Vis and
Ramin by Fakhr alDin As‘ad Gurgani, composed.insthe oth century AH
(yvth century CE), are extant. The work has been printed five times,
among which the critical and,scholarly edition prepared by the Georgian
researchers Todua and Gwakharia‘is thermost significant. Their edition is
based on eleven complete and fragmentary manuscripts, none of which
date earlier” than, the ath \century AH. Therefore, discovering and
examining any ‘trace of Vis and Ramin predating this period is of
considerable importance and can greatly contribute to the literary
community’s ainderstanding, introduction, and reevaluation of this
ancient and valuable work. One source unavailable to previous editors is
the Safinah-yi Tabriz manuscript (dated vyy AH), which contains vy

couplets from Vis and Ramin’s Dah-Namah, composed by Abu’lMajd

Research Article

FK;{V;?ESA As‘ad Gurgani, Tabr?zi. Con_sidering the linguistic and historical signifi(_:ance of Vis and
Vis and Ramin, Safinah-yi Ramin and its precedence over other extant manuscripts, the present
Tabriz, New poems, New} study first introduces six newly identified poems in this romance, then
variant readings. reports” Ay newly found couplets, and finally proposes revisions to ten

couplets based on these new variant readings. The researchers hope that
the findings of this study will contribute to a more refined and reliable
text of Vis and Ramin.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Vis and Ramin, the influential classical Persian verse romance by Fakhr al-Din As‘ad Gurgani (°th
Century AH), holds significant literary and historical importance. The main critical editions currently
available rely on manuscripts, such as the Paris manuscript, likely dating no earlier than the 4th Century
AH. Although scholars (notably Todua and Gwakharia) attempted to compensate for the temporal
distance and scribal alterations by referencing the Georgian translation (c. Y+ years after composition),
this masterpiece still requires meticulous textual scrutiny. The introduction and evaluation of new
manuscripts, particularly those predating the 4th Century, is crucial for resolving ambiguities. This study
addresses this necessity by analyzing VY« couplets of the Dah-Namah section found in the Safinah-yi
Tabriz manuscript, copied in VYY AH.

Literature Review and Methodology

Vis and Ramin has been the subject of five printed editions, with the Parissmanuscript being the
oldest source used by its editors. While previous scholars have worked diligently on collation,
no comprehensive study has focused on the unique readings of.the Safinah-yi Tabriz
manuscript. This paper utilizes a method of textual collationand critical evaluation. The YY¥+
couplets in the Safinah-yi Tabriz were compared line-hy-line against the established critical
editions, particularly the one published by the Culture Foundatien of Iran. The findings were
categorized into entirely new couplets and new yariant readings (Neviseshha-yi Tazeh). Ten of
the most noteworthy variants were thenrselected andianalyzed, using internal evidence (stylistic
consistency, rhetorical structure) and external evidence,(comparison with other classical texts
and Middle Persian structures) to assess their scientific and aesthetic merits against the standard
published versions.

Key Findings and Results

The collation of the Safinah-yi Tabriz section yielded significant textual data: six couplets were
discovered that are entirely absent from all/major extant printed editions, and YAY couplets contain
unique or new variant seadings. The critical analysis of the selected variants demonstrates that the
Safinah-yi Tabriz oftefy preserves readings superior to the printed versions:

Rhetorical and Stylistic Integrity
The/study validates readings that preserve the poet’s rhetorical intent:The reading « il cus glades (555 5%,

"Thou wert'Selemon, | was thy Queen of Sheba" is superior to the published version. It preserves the
rhetorical figure of\Mu‘akkad Simile (without the particle cho), maintaining the poet's stylistic pattern.
The unique reading «L, .:3»; "became width/breadth™ in the second hemistich of a couplet powerfully

restores the deliberate antithetical pairing of «yu»; "Height/Stature” and «ug»; "Width/Breadth," a

recurring and intentional image in the poet's work.
The reading « ,» SsL»; "Wind-essence/Nature of Wind" maintains the complex rhetorical symmetry when

paired with « <, .,;»; "Mountain-bodied™ better than the common phrase Bad-e Sarsar.

Linguistic and Semantic Fitness: Readings aligning with linguistic and stylistic preferences were
prioritized: The reading «_, ;= —t»; “Luster of Beauty" is linguistically superior to Ab-e Khiibi, as «_t»;

"Luster" creates a better semantic coherence with the verb «...>»; "to shine/breathe."
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The archaic reading «, ;u»; "to/with me" is preferred over the simplified published version, adhering to
the principle of favoring the difficult reading and creating a better parallel with the preceding «_. ols»;

"My Desire."
The reading «uL. ¢b»; "Garden of Nisan" is both visually and rhetorically richer than Mah-e Naysan

(Month of Nisan), as «z»; "Garden” reinforces the imagery and creates a stronger semantic connection
with «Jy»; "Tulip."

Conformity with Khorasani Style
Variants demonstrating consistency with the Khorasani period style were favored: The reading « o ;..
by "Burning Fire" is favored over Siizandeh Diizakh (Burning Hell), as the sensual¢to=sensual simile

(Heart to Fire) is more characteristic of the Khorasani Style.
The construction « L, Js»; "a sick heart" is preferred over the simpler Dil Bimar, @s it provides a

structurally more sound form that is consistent with other poetic usage of the indefinite marker inthe poem.

Conclusion
The Safinah-yi Tabriz manuscript, dating to vyv AH, is confirmediasia critical resaurce for the textual

criticism of Vis and Ramin. The discovery of six new couplets/and the rigorous evaluation of the variant
readings strongly indicate that the text of Vis and Ramin can besignificantly refined. The variants found
in this older manuscript offer readings that are often flinguistically-more accurate, structurally more
sound, and aesthetically more aligned with the rhetarical style of Faxr al-Din As‘ad Gurgani than those
found in the currently used ath-Century<onward manuscripts. The findings provide essential evidence

for constructing a more authentic and reliable critical edition of the epic.

Keywords: Faxr al-Din As‘ad Gurgant, Vis and Ramin, Safinah-yi Tabriz, New poems, New variant
readings.
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