Persian Language and Literature Omline ISSN: 2676.6770

(g

S5 n 3 2 J-

'.?Lh - Former Journal of the Faculty of Literature Print ISSN: 2251-7979
B il

University of Tabriz

Study and Analysis of Different Types of Utopia in Persian Poems and Novels
Solaiman Hashembaigi

Ph.D. student of Persian Language and Literature, Ilam University, llam, Iran. E-mail: S.hashembaigi@gmail.com

DOI: 10.22034/perlit.2025.66181.3778

Avrticle Info ABSTRACT
Article tvpe: The present article identifies and analyzes the types of utopia in Persian literature
ype: s . ;
) and attempts to explain this concept in the form of Persian poetry and prose texts.
Research Article Utopia, as an ideal and perfect world, first appeared in philosophical texts and
then in literary texts, and has been widely depicted and drawn in Persian in
Article history: various forms. Poets and writers have each depicted and explained the types of

utopia according to their own cultural, social, and historical backgrounds. This
research is in the field of literary typology and has classified and analyzed Persian
Received in revised form 01 utopias by genre using a descriptive-analytical and comparative method and
October 2025 library resources. The article also compares the common features and differences
of this genre in Persian classical works such as Shahnameh, Eskandarnameh, and
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Published online 27 December  after, and in the analysis of the subject, works are examined in which a general
2025 outline of a utopian society is presented. The main issue of the research is the
analysis of Persian utopias and their classification based on the characteristics and
ultimate goal of those works. The results of the research indicate the diversity and
breadth of types of utopias in Persian poetry and prose texts, where writers have
used utopia to represent collective and individual aspirations as well as to criticize
the social and political situation of their time.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Utopia, as a philosophical-political concept, reflects the human aspiration to achieve a perfect and
flawless society. This term, which was first used in Thomas More's book Utopia, has also been
proposed as an independent genre in literature. In Persian literature, the concept of utopia is
represented in classical and modern texts, in the form of poems, philosophical texts, and novels of the
Constitutional Era, and expresses the wishes, ideals, and social criticisms of the writers.

Literature Review and Methodology

Literary research on utopia is limited in Persian literature and is often limited to conceptual analysis or
scattered studies in the field of poetry and philosophy. Works such as Utopia dar Andishe-ye Irani
[Utopia in Iranian Thought] by Hojjatollah Asil, Utopia in Persian Poetry by Fatemeh Heidari, and
Pir Ganja in Search of Nowhere by Zarrinkoob are among the most important sources available.
Articles such as those by Tavakoli and Ghaemi have also implicitly addressed this issue, but a genre
and comparative study of utopia in Persian texts, especially in the form of novels, has been less
frequent. This article, using an analytical-descriptive approach, identifies, categorizes, and analyzes
types of utopia in Persian literature and attempts to explain this concept in the context of cultural and
social developments in Iran. In selecting the texts, two general categories of texts have been
considered: classical texts such as Shahname, Eskandarname, and Kheradname-ye Eskandari as
carriers of traditional or golden age utopias, and Persian novels of the constitutional era such as the
works of Sanatizade Kermani, which represent modern and future-oriented utopias. Content analysis
has been conducted focusing on the characteristics of utopianism such as imagination, social order,
criticism of the times, and ultimate goal.

Discussion

Utopias have two origins, mythological-ritual and philosophical-scientific, and are divided into
different types in their type. Based on temporal orientation, these works are divided into two types:
past-oriented or golden age and future-oriented or modern, technological, and scientific. Various other
classifications are also made based on spatial characteristics, ideological (religious, socialist, feminist)
or ultimate goal (immortality, justice, world peace). In poetic systems such as Shahname,
Eskandarname and Kheradname Eskandari, utopia is often depicted in the form of golden age
societies based on a wise ruler. Shahname in Gangdej and the reign of Anushirvan creates political-
social utopias, and Nezami in Haft Peykar and Eskandarname, inspired by mythological ideas, creates
an immortal and morally oriented utopia. Jami also refers in his Kheradname-ye Eskandari to a kind of
anarchist utopia in which universal justice eliminates the need for government. Hedonistic utopias are
also prominent in works such as Weiss and Ramin or military love stories. In Islamic philosophy,
Farabi, in Madine Fazele, presents the first plan of a perfect society based on Greek philosophy and
Islamic teachings. Tusi, in his Ekhlag-e Naseri, describes in detail the characteristics of an ideal ruler,
and Suhrawardi, in treatises such as Agl-e Sorkh, depicts an enlightened and intuitive nowhere with a
mystical and symbolic perspective. These works are the conceptual and philosophical foundations of
utopian writing in Iran. It should be noted that at the beginning of the constitutional era and the
emergence of the Persian novel, utopia was transferred to a new narrative format. The novels of Zein
al-Abedin Maraghe-i, Talebof, and Sanatizade are examples of future-oriented utopias. Sanatizadeh's
works such as Majma-e Divanegan, Rostam dar Gharn-e Bist-o Dovvom, Alam-e Abadi, or Fataneh
Isfahani narrate various types of utopias such as social, technological, immortal, feminist, and inverted
utopias. While criticizing social conditions, these novels present a model for ideal societies based on
science, order, and sometimes religious ethics. In modern utopias, scientific imagination is also the
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focus of the narrative. These works sometimes have religious overtones, such as Cheshme-ye Ab-e
Hayat, and sometimes, such Majma-e Divanegan, they use biting humor to criticize the status quo.
Novels such as Fataneh Isfahani, are an attempt to represent world peace from the perspective of
women, and in some examples, the utopias have a combination of mythical pastivism and
technological futurism. In Ghesse-ye Ab-e Zendegani, utopia and dystopia are narrated simultaneously.
In this work, Ghesse-ye Ab-e Zendegani is a symbol of wisdom and awakening, and the utopian
society of eternal spring, with characteristics such as awareness, abundance, beauty, and stability, is
designed as a good and symbolic alternative to urban squalor.

Conclusion

The study shows that the concept of utopia in Persian literature is intertwined with imagination,
idealism, and social criticism, and has undergone extensive changes throughout its historical course. In
classical texts, utopias were often based on justice, virtue, and just governance, and were considered a
reflection of Iranian mythological and religious ideals. However, in modern texts, especially novels,
utopias have moved towards greater conceptual and genre diversity, encompassing topics such as
science, technology, gender equality, world peace, and eternal life. Accordingly, it can be concluded
that Persian literature, whether in the form of poetry or prose, has been a dynamic platform for the
representation of utopia; a platform in which the author, using the power of imagination and narrative
elements, depicts another world and through it criticizes the existing situation. The diversity of utopian
genres in Persian novels reflects the changing needs, aspirations, and concerns of Iranian intellectuals
in the face of global and local developments. Utopia in these texts is not only an attempt to create an
ideal, but also a tool for social reform, raising awareness, and drawing an alternative for a better
world. Finally, it should be added that the absence of some utopian genres, such as environmental or
socialist utopias, in Persian literature is due to the specific historical, cultural, and political conditions
of this land, and this issue itself can be a topic for future research. Therefore, this research attempts to
accurately classify Persian utopias and pave the way for future studies in the field of utopian genres in
Iranian literature.

Keywords: utopia, genre, Persian literature, poetry, novel.
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