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Article Info ABSTRACT

The novel Prince Ehtejab by Houshang Golshiri, with its* mind-centered,
] nonlinear narrative, mixed with memory, illusion,nand nested language, is
Research Article considered one of the prominent examples of introspective narrative in modern
Persian literature. In addition to the sequence of external events, the narrative of
this work is reflected from within the feverish, delusional, and memory-deprived
mind of the main character, namely Prince Ehtejab, and represents his experience
of history, violence, illness, sin, and’decline in a multilayered and polyphonic
format. The main issue of this research”is how the narrative in this novel is
formed based on the main character's mentalities and cognitive processes and
organizes narrative elements' such as timeysplace, language, and relationships
between characters. The /purpose of the“research is to analyze the narrative
structure in thissnovel based on the four main components of David Herman's
cognitive _narratology. theory, which  are: mind-centeredness, world-building,

Avrticle type:

Keywords: experience-centeredness, and multi=purposeness. The research claims that in
experiential, world-building, addition to, utilizing a mind-centered narrative, the mind of its main character is
cognitive narratology, Prince the” main._context”and origin of the narrative; a mind that both reflects and
Ehtejab [Shazdeh Ehtejab], reconstructs the fictional world. The research was conducted with a qualitative
mind-centeredness. method and based on narrative text analysis. The findings show that this novel, by

creating a psychological, multilayered, and static world, is an excellent example
of mind-centered and experiential narrative in Persian literature, and its structure
can be clearly analyzed with the components of cognitive narratology.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Houshang Golshiri’s Prince Ehtejab [Shazdeh Ehtejab] stands as a seminal work in the landscape of

contemporary lIranian fiction, distinguished by its innovative use of mind-centered narrative
techniques. The novel’s employment of stream of consciousness, non-linear temporality, and intricate
psychological layering positions it as an exemplary subject for cognitive narratological analysis.
Unlike traditional narratives that adhere to linear chronology and external events, Prince Ehtejab
unfolds primarily within the tumultuous psyche of its protagonist, Khosrow Ehtejab. Through a
tapestry of memories, hallucinations, guilt, and psychological crises, the narrative blurs the boundaries
between internal and external realities, inviting readers to experience the world as’refracted through
the protagonist’s consciousness.

This study is motivated by a central research question: How do the mental processes and cognitive
structures of Prince Ehtejab shape the narrative architecture and the dynamics betweenscharacters?
Specifically, the research seeks to elucidate the ways in which the [protagonist’s, complex mental
states—perpetually engaged in processing his past—drive the narrative forward on both emotional and
psychological levels, influencing his interactions with other characters such-as his'wife Fakhr al-Nesa
and his servant Morad. Furthermore, the study aims to demonstrate how these mental processes
actively construct the external world of the novel, transforming the protagonist’s experience of space
and time.

The significance of this research lies in its application of cognitive narratology, particularly the
framework developed by David Herman, to analyze the,interplay between memory, language, and
subjective experience in the formation of narrative. By foregrounding the cognitive dimensions of
storytelling, this approach offers“a nuanced understanding of how narratives are shaped not only by
external events but also by the internal workings of the mind. The hypothesis underpinning this study
posits that the mental structures of Prince Ehtejab exert a profound influence on the narrative, actively
shaping both the relationships between characters and the overall atmosphere of the novel.

Methodology:

The present study adopts aqualitative research methodology, utilizing cognitive narratological
analysis as articulated by David Herman. This approach is particularly suited to the examination of
narratives, that foreground mental processes, subjective experience, and the construction of reality
through'memory and perception. The analysis proceeds through several stages:

). Textual Analysis: Close reading of the novel to identify key passages that exemplify the use of
stream of consciousness, non-linear temporality, and the blurring of internal and external realities.

Y. Cognitive Mapping: Application of Herman’s cognitive narratology to map the mental processes of
the protagonist, focusing on how memory, emotion, and perception are encoded in the narrative
structure.

Y. Character Interaction Analysis: Examination of the ways in which the protagonist’s mental states
influence his relationships with other characters, with particular attention to dialogic exchanges,
internal monologues, and the representation of other minds.

¢, World-Building Assessment: Analysis of the novel’s construction of space and time, exploring how
these dimensions are shaped by the protagonist’s subjective experience rather than by objective reality.
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Data collection is based on the systematic selection of narrative segments that illustrate the interplay
between cognitive processes and narrative form. The analysis is interpretive, seeking to uncover the
underlying mechanisms by which the protagonist’s mind shapes the narrative world.

Discussion

The analysis of Prince Ehtejab identifies four key cognitive-narratological dimensions that shape its
complex structure. First, the novel’s mind-centeredness places the protagonist’s consciousness at the
heart of the narrative, closely aligning the narrative voice with his fragmented memories and
psychological turmoil. This approach immerses readers in the protagonist’s inner world, encouraging
deep engagement with his mental and emotional states. Second, the novel constructs its world through
subjectivity, transforming space and time into symbolic and emotional landscapes/that reflect the
protagonist’s memories, fears, and losses, rather than objective reality. Third, the narrative emphasizes
experiential focus, vividly portraying bodily sensations and emotional responses,tercreate a more
immersive and empathetic reader experience. Finally, the novel employs polyphony and
multiperspectivity, incorporating a range of voices—from secondary characters to inanimate objects—
which generates a dynamic, dialogic structure and resists a single, unifiedsinterpretation. Together,
these dimensions establish Prince Ehtejab as a paradigmatic example of acognitively complex, mind-
centered, and memory-driven narrative, inviting readers to experience the story.as a deeply subjective
and affective journey.

Conclusion

The analysis demonstrates that Prince Ehtejab offers a unique narrative experience, shaped by the
protagonist’s mental structures and cognitive processes. The novel’s mind-centeredness dissolves the
traditional boundaries between narrator and character, immérsing the reader in the protagonist’s
psychological reality. The subjectivization of space and time transforms the narrative world into a
projection of memory, emotion, and perception, challenging the conventions of realist storytelling.
The focus on embodied and affective experience further deepens the reader’s engagement, enabling a
more profound empathetic connection with the protagonist. Finally, the polyphonic structure of the
narrative reflects the multiplicity of voices and perspectives that constitute the protagonist’s social and
psychological environment.

In sum, Prince Ehtejab‘exemplifies a modern, cognitively sophisticated narrative that foregrounds the
interplay of memory, emotion,,and mind in the construction of narrative reality. By employing
cognitive narratology,as an analytical framework, this study illuminates the ways in which mental
processes shape not only. the internal world of the protagonist but also the external world of the
narrative.“ The findings" underscore the importance of considering cognitive and psychological
dimensions in the analysis of modern fiction, particularly in works that challenge traditional narrative
forms and conventions.

This research coptributes to the broader field of narrative studies by demonstrating the value of
cognitive narratology in analyzing complex, mind-centered narratives. It also offers insights into the
specificities of contemporary Iranian fiction, highlighting the innovative narrative strategies employed
by writers such as Golshiri. Ultimately, the study affirms the centrality of the mind in the construction
of narrative meaning, inviting further exploration of the cognitive dimensions of storytelling in both
Iranian and global literary contexts.

Keywords: Prince Ehtejab [Shazdeh Ehtejab], Houshang Golshiri, cognitive narratology, stream of
consciousness, mind-centered narrative, memory, subjectivity, polyphony, Iranian fiction, narrative
structure.
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