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It is well established that Shaykh Sa‘di was affiliated with the futuwwa tradition,
particularly the brotherhood of the saqqayan (water-bearers). In his final years, at
the expense of Shams al-Din Muhammad, the Sahib-i Diwan, he founded a ribat
(Sufi lodge) outside Shiraz. After his death, he was interred on the site’s suffah;
consequently, over the centuries, the ribat served as a pilgrimage site for both the
poor and the elite, its fortunes fluctuating with broader historical conditions.
Contemporary accounts from near Sa‘di’s lifetime are scarce. This article
introduces two early sources on the ribat’s foundation and explores their
historical implications. The earlier source is an addendum appended between
721/1321 and 742/1341-42 to the Su‘al-i Sahib-i Diwan treatise, one of the six
prose works in Sa‘di’s Kulliyat. This addendum reveals that the ribat was
originally founded in 679/1280-81 and that, exactly thirty years after Sa‘di’s
death—in 721/1321—Ala’ al-Din Muhammad b. ‘Imad al-Din Muhammad
Faryimadi, an influential minister and arts patron at the llkhanid court of Sultan
Abt SaTd Bahadur Khan, allocated resources for its reconstruction and the
revival of its charitable activities. The second source is a previously unpublished
poetic fragment by Jalal Tabib of Shiraz (d. before 785/1383-84) praising Sa‘di’s
ribat; absent from the edited diwan, the poem highlights the ribat’s connection to
water and the practice of sigayat (providing water).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Following his death in 691/ 1292, Sa‘di was buried in the suffah of his khanaqah, located outside the
city of Shiraz. His burial place was soon transformed to a site of pilgrimage and recreation and its
importance persisted into the modern era. One of the less explored aspects of Sa‘di’s khanagah is the
history of the construction and subsequent restoration of the hospice associated with his name.
Drawing on historical texts, travelogues, and manuscripts of Sa’di’s works, the present article
undertakes a critical examination of the process of foundation, reconstruction, and the socio-cultural
role of his khanagah. In this context, the treatise Su zl-i Sahib-i Diwan and its appended supplement
provide invaluable information about the establishment of this hospice, its patrons, and the social
functions of Sa‘di’s khanagah. The significance of this research lies in its re-reading of classical
sources, while clarifying the historical authenticity of the khanaqah and its ties to the chivalric codes
of futuwwa tradition.

Research Methodology

This study employs a historical method grounded primarily in the use of manuscripts and early
sources. The author first collected data from classical works, including travelogues, tadhkiras, local
histories, and Sufi texts. Among these are the travel account of Ibn Battuta, the writings of Sharaf al-
Din Ibrahim (grandson of Riizbihan), Junayd of Shiraz, Dawlatshah Samarqandi, as well as the
accounts of European travelers in the Safavid and Qajar periods. Particular attention has been paid to
the treatise Su al-i Sahib-i Diwan, preserved in old copies of the Kulliyat-i Sa di. This work has been
carefully examined and edited, while its supplement—preserved in two manuscripts of the Kulliyat
containing new information—served as the basis of the analysis.

Among the consulted manuscripts, MS no. 3144 in the National Archives of Afghanistan (dated 726/
1326) and a manuscript in the Bibliotheque nationale de France (dated 764/ 1363) are of special
importance. Through analysis of the supplement to Sual-i Sahib-i Diwan and its comparison with
historical works such as Tarikh-i Uljaytii, Tarikh-i Guzida, and Habib al-Siyar, the author was able to
identify the distinguished vizier who, thirty years after Sa‘di’s death, ordered the renewal and
revitalization of his khanaqah. Furthermore, poems by Sa‘di’s contemporaries and successors—such
as Jalal-i Tabib-i Shirazi, Bushag-i At‘ima, and Nizam-i Qari—are cited as testimonies to the renown
and vitality of the hospice. In particular, a newly discovered poem by Jalal-i Tabib, Sa‘di’s fellow
townsman, provides striking confirmation of the article’s conclusions.

Discussion

Research indicates that the khanagah of Sa‘di was established in the final years of the poet’s life, upon
his return from long journeys to Shiraz, under the patronage of eminent viziers of the Ilkhanid period,
namely Shams al-Din Muhammad Sahib-i Diwan and his brother ‘Ala> al-Din Muhammad Juwayni.
According to historical evidence presented here, the hospice was first constructed in 679/1280-81.
After Sa‘di’s death, it fell into disrepair, until it was restored in 721/ 1321. The narrative of Su al-i
Sahib-i Diwan relates that Sa“d1 spent the monetary endowment of the Sahib-i Diwan for constructing
the hospice at the fortress of Fahandar, transforming it into a place of feeding the poor and welcoming
travelers.

Another crucial dimension is the role of the khanagah within the traditions of futuwwat and water-
carrying (sagqai). Multiple sources affirm that Sa‘di himself engaged in saqqa 7 for a time, and that
his khanagah served as a space for nourishment, ablution, and rest for wayfarers. This tradition
continued after his death and is clearly reflected in Ibn Battiita’s travelogue and the accounts of
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Junayd of Shiraz. The presence of pools and flowing water in the khanagah demonstrates the
connection between the hospice, chivalric ideals, and its communal functions.

The flourishing fame of the hospice between the fourteenth and sixteenth centuries is attested in the
verses of Shirazi poets and historical chronicles. Jalal-i Tabib-i Shirazi, who in one poem, referred to
the hospice’s elegant architecture and its prominent location by a stream, declaring it an enduring
memorial to Sa‘di. Similarly, the European travelogues of the Safavid period describe the presence of
students, ascetics, and pilgrims at the site, and mention the veneration accorded to the fish inhabiting
its pools. Nevertheless, in the Qajar period, the khanagah declined, until it was restored under the
patronage of Qawam al-Mulk Shirazi, his son Fathali Sahibdiwan, and later Habibullah Qawam al-
Mulk. During the Pahlavi era, major renovations were again undertaken.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the khanaqah of Sa‘di was far more than a simple mausoleum; it was a
socio-cultural institution with multifaceted functions. On one level, it served as a sacred space and
pilgrimage site central to the spiritual life of Shiraz for centuries; on another, in its periods of vitality,
it fulfilled an important social role by providing food, water, and shelter to pilgrims and the poor. The
hospice thus embodied the fusion of practical Sufism (futuwwat and sagqga 7) with Sa‘di’s thought and
conduct.

Another important aspect of it is that the history of the hospice reflects the interconnection between
political authority and cultural life in Iran during and after Sa‘di’s time. The patronage of llkhanid
viziers and later the Qawam al-Mulk family in constructing and restoring the mausoleum illustrates
how statesmen sought to consolidate their social status through support of sacred sites and great poets.
In sum, Sa‘'di’s khanaqah remained a focal point for pilgrims, travelers, and men of letters for
centuries. The re-examination of relevant treatises and manuscripts not only clarifies the chronology of
the hospice’s construction but also illuminates Sa‘di’s place within the traditions of chivalry and, to
some extent, Iranian popular culture. Grounded in textual and historical evidence, this investigation
offers a lucid and well-documented portrayal of the khanaqah of Sa‘di, revealing it to be not merely
the tomb of a poet but a vivid reflection of Iranian culture and society in the medieval period.

Keywords: Sa‘di and the futuwwa tradition, Sa‘di’s ribatfkhanaqah, Sa‘diya, the treatise Su al-i Sahib-
i Diwan, ‘Ala’ al-Din Muhammad Faryamadi.
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