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Shams Tabrizi was a learned dervish of the 6th and 7th centuries AH (12th—13th
centuries CE).His only surviving work, compiled by others, is a collection of
discourses known as the Magalat (Discourses). Among the sayings attributed to
him is a set of forty-one brief statements that have appeared in some manuscripts
of the Magalat as well as in other works. The editor of the Magalat has presented
these sayings separately under the title Kalimat-e Qesar (Aphorisms).This study
aims to answer the question of whether these sayings genuinely originated from
Shams himself and reflect his own contemplations, or whether they were
utterances of others later attributed to him. Since Shams does not reference the
sources of these statements or their original speakers, research and investigation
into earlier Sufi sources and related texts reveal that, unlike other parts of the
Magalat, these sayings are in fact derived from earlier sources. However, the
editor of the Magalat has only identified two instances of such borrowings.This
article examines twenty-one of Shams’s sayings in the Kalimat-e Qesar section
and demonstrates that these statements are drawn from sacred and prophetic
traditions (Hadith Qudsi and Hadith Nabawi), as well as the sayings of earlier
Sufi masters and other sources.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Shams Tabrizi is one of the learned dervishes of the sixth and seventh centuries (Islamic calendar). His
life is shrouded in mystery, and there is little information about the details of his life. His only work is
this very collection of sayings (Maqalat). During the brief period between 642 and 645AH when he
met with Rumi, Shams spoke in the presence of Rumi and his companions. Some of Rumi’s
companions preserved fragments of his words, sometimes verbatim and sometimes with
modifications, and wrote them down. Today, these are known as the Magqalat of Shams Tabrizi.
Shams’s sayings vary in length—from half a line to several lines and sometimes more than a page.
Mohammad Ali Movahhed, the editor of the Magqalat, collected a number of Shams’s short sayings,
comprising forty-one brief sayings ranging from half a line to eight lines, which appear in some
manuscripts of the Magalat as well as in works such as Managqib al-Arifin by Aflaki. He included these
in a separate section titled “Kalamat-e Qasar” (Aphorisms) (pp.789-798), and wrote about them as
follows: “Compared to other parts of the Magqalat, the aphorisms seem somewhat contrived and lack
the passion, state, and intensity found in Shams’s other sayings.”

Literature Review and Methodology

As mentioned, the editor Movahhed included a separate section titled “Kalamat-e Qasar” (Aphorisms)
in the Magqalat. The editor rightly pointed out that “some of these aphorisms appear in books compiled
before the seventh century, attributed to earlier mystics and Sufis. Perhaps, just as Shams recited some
poems of earlier mystics among his own sayings, he also referenced their aphorisms, and his disciples,
who recorded his utterances, without distinguishing which parts belonged to the Sheikh himself and
which parts belonged to others, wrote them all down.” Based on this, through a library research
method, the sources of these short sayings were searched for in a number of the most important and
oldest Sufi works, most of which were written in Arabic.

Conclusion

Some of the sayings attributed to Shams consist of short sentences that are presented separately in the
Magqalat under the title “Kalamat-e Qasar” (Aphorisms). By examining these brief sayings and the
earlier Sufi texts that predate the time of the writing of the Magalat, it is evident that this category of
sayings appears in the oldest sources and is derived from or translated from divine hadiths (ahadith
qudsi), prophetic hadiths, sayings of some prophets, the Ahl al-Bayt, Sufis and mystics, scholars, and
Arabic proverbs. This article examined 21 examples of such sayings. An important point is that when
studying the thoughts and sayings of Shams, it should be borne in mind that these sayings do not

originate from him, in order to reach a more precise analysis of his ideas and conditions.

Keywords: Shams Tabrizi, Maqalat, Sufi texts, divine hadiths, prophetic hadiths, sayings of Sufis.
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