() : -
aﬂ % Persian Language and Literature Ontine 1SS%. 2676.6770
r!l‘. [ L
k\::; Former Journal of the Faculty of Literature Print ISSN: 2251-7979
B ey

University of Tabriz

Introduction to Samsi Baghdadi and a Textual Study of His Manzar al-Abrar
Zahra Jafari Khairabadi '"*', Alireza Ghojezade™ ', Ashraf Chegeni"

V. PhD Student, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Varamin-Pishva Branch, Islamic Azad University, Varamin,
Tehran, Iran. E-mail: »Y1A4Y oY A @iau.ir

Y. Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Islamic Azad University, Varamin Branch — Pishva, Tehran, Iran.
E-mail: alirezaghojezade@yahoo.com

. Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Varamin-Pishva Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Varamin, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: dr.chegini@iau.ac.ir

DOI: Y+, YY Yé/perlit. Y Yo,iV. ¥y, ¥vay

Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: This article presents a study of the sole sufvivingJmanuscript of Manzar
al-Abrar, a narrative poem, by Samsi Baghdadi, while' also exploring the
life of its author. Samsi Baghdadi wassa Persian-speaking poet of the
VAR century (alive in AVe/Y oY) in Asia Mimer, about whom little
information remains. Although Biographical [sources trace his origins to
Baghdad, evidence suggestsshe was of Persian descent. He worked as a
cobbler in Baghdad and lived an ascetieslife for many years. A devotee of
the Ahl al-Bayt, he adhered to Islamic rites and held strong convictions
toward Shidsm. His familyywas known for their erudition, virtue, and
poetry, afnd his ‘son, ‘Ahdi“Baghdadi (d. ‘- +Y/YedY), was a prominent
poet, diterary biographer, and author of the Tazkera-ye Golsan-e So ‘ara
during ‘they) ") and early YY"/ YV centuries. Samsi was skilled in

Research Article

Keywords: composing. ghazals (sonnets), gasidas (odes), and masnavis (long
Samsi Baghdadi, Manzaral- - narrative poems)s In addition to his scattered surviving poems, his Manzar
Abrdr, Nezami Ganjavi’s al-Abrar—a worklindpired by Nezami Ganjavi’s Maxzan al-Asrar and

Maxzan al-Asrar, ‘Ahdi
Baghdadi, Persian poetry and
language in Asia Minor.

dedicated to Soltan Soleyman (4:.-4V¢/V€3£-Y077)—remains extant.
This masnavi is the only Persian counterpart to Maxzan al-Asrar in the
literary geography of Anatolia and Asia Minor. This study adopts an
analytical-descriptive approach, drawing upon literary and historical
sources as well as textual evidence.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Across the vast expanse of Islamic civilization, the Persian language has served not only as a medium
of Iranian thought, mysticism, and literature but also as a cultural bridge linking the eastern and
western regions of Asia. One of the principal routes through which Persian exerted its influence led
toward Asia Minor (Anatolia)—a region that would later emerge as the heart of the Ottoman Empire.
Following the Seljuk conquests and the establishment of the Sultanate of Rum () )"-)¥" centuries
CE), Persian attained an unparalleled position as the administrative, literary, and mystical language of
the ruling elite. The courts of Konya and other Anatolian centers of power became vibrant hubs that
fostered poets, mystics, and intellectuals who composed and wrote in Persian. Figufes such as Jalal al-
Din Rumi stand as undeniable evidence of Persian cultural penetration in Anatolia,\Writing inPersian
while residing in Konya, Rumi articulated the deepest layers of Sufi thoughtiand established a/spiritual
legacy that transcended linguistic and geographic boundaries. Even after the rise Ofgthe Ottoman
Empire and the gradual ascendancy of Turkish as the dominant languagefof governance and the
populace, Persian retained its prestige as the language of_culture, literature, scholarship,
historiography, and particularly, of mysticism. The influence of Persian was'ysno means confined to
courts or Sufi lodges; it profoundly shaped the lexical and syntactic fabric of Ottoman Turkish.
Thousands of Persian words, expressions, and evengsyntactic patterns entered Ottoman usage,
producing a trilingual milieu—Turkish, Arabic, and Persian—that defined the empire’s literary and
bureaucratic culture of the period. Persian, poetic themes, literary forms such as the ghazal and
mathnawi, as well as its philosophical“and mystical ‘concepts, continued to inspire generations of
Turkish-speaking poets and writersf Althoughithe reign of‘'Sultan Siileyman the Magnificent (r. YooY —
Vel CE) marks the zenith of#Ottoman political power/and the consolidation of Turkish identity,
Persian continued to exert a powerful edltural and even political presence. This enduring vitality
stemmed partly from the Seljuk legacy of Irapian administrative models and partly from the
incorporation of Iranian elites into the Ottoman system, particularly following the forced migrations of
the Safavid era. Iranian poets such as Ghabuli and Hamedi Isfahani exemplified this transregional
exchange. Within this gontext, the lesser-known poet, Samsi Baghdadi, occupies a singular position.
His didactic poem entitled Manzar al-abrar, an imitation of Nezami’s Maxzan al-asrar, constitutes the
only known Persian nazira (imitation) of Maxzan al-asrar composed in Asia Minor. The identification
and introduction of thisswork iluminate a previously overlooked link in the historical continuum of
Persian language and literature in Anatolia.

Literature Reviewand Methodology

To date, no comprehensive research has been undertaken in Persian on Samsi Baghdadi or his
versified work Manzar al-abrar. Conducting such a study required the collection of essential
information regarding the manuscript of Manzar al-abrar and its author, in order to both introduce and
identify him and, at the same time, examine the stylistic, literary, thematic, and historical
characteristics of his work. Accordingly, this study was conducted in two main sections. The first
section, drawing on primary sources and library-based documentary research, focuses on the
introduction and biographical account of Samsi Baghdadi. The second section presents a descriptive—
analytical examination of the unique extant manuscript of Manzar al-abrar—preserved in the Képrili
Library in Turkey—addressing its stylistic, literary, intellectual, and historical aspects. The findings
have been presented inductively based on the collected evidence.
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Discussion

Samsi Baghdadi was a Persian-speaking poet of the Y™ century CE in Asia Minor, who lived until
approximately Ye1v CE. Very little biographical information about him has survived. Although early
biographical sources identify him as a native of Baghdad, available evidence suggests that he was of
Persian descent. It is reported that he worked as a shoemaker in Baghdad and lived for many years in
ascetic devotion. A devoted follower of the Prophet’s family, he was a staunch adherent of Shi‘ism
and strictly observed Islamic rituals. His family was known for its learning, literary talent, and poetic
inclination. His son, ‘Ahdi Baghdadi—one of the most prominent poets and literary biographers of the
late Y+ and early Y™ centuries AH (d. )+ +Y AH/)e4Y CE)—authored the celebrated Golsan-e
So ard. Samsi was a skilled composer of ghazals, gasidas, and mathnawis. In addition to his scattered
poems preserved in various anthologies, his extant mathnawi, Manzar al-abrar, is patticularly notable.
Modeled after Nezami Ganjavi’s Maxzan al-asrar, this poem was dedicated to Sultan Suleyman the
Magnificent (Y£€3¢-Ye11 CE). Comprising twenty discourses and twenty-threeytaleS in“a total of
Y<YoV verses, Manzar al-abrar addresses a range of mystical, philosophicaljethical, religious, social,
and historical themes. It represents the only known Persian nazira (imitation) of Maxzan al-asrar
composed in the geographical region of Anatolia and Asia Minor.

Conclusion

Samsi Baghdadi ranks among the middle-tier Persian poets ofithe Y™ ceritury AH who, until recently,
has remained largely unknown. By piecing together the Secattered biographical and literary data
preserved in various sources, it becomes possible tofform a clearerpicture of his life and family
background. His extant poems, primarily ghazals and gasidas, are found in several anthologies and
tazkeras. However, his only completegSurviving waork, is the mathnawi Manzar al-abrar, which
remains the sole known Persian nazira of Nezami’s Maxzan.al-asrar produced in Anatolia and Asia
Minor. The poem is also of histerical significance, containing valuable insights into the intellectual
and cultural milieu of its time! Manzaral-dbrar demonstrates Samsi’s mastery of various rhetorical
and poetic devices—most notably simile, paronomasia (jends), and allusion (talmih), particularly to
Qur’anic, religious, and narrative sources. Théyonly known manuscript of the poem, catalogued as no.
Y4¢ is preserved in the Fazil Ahmed Pasha Collection of the Kopriilii Library and was copied in Ye1v
CE by Samsi’s son, ‘Ahdi Baghdadi. Manzar al-abrar stands as a compelling example of the vitality
of Persian language and literature within the cultural landscape of Anatolia. The identification, critical
study, and scholarly edition of this work can meaningfully enrich our understanding of the historical
trajectory of Persian during the Ottoman period.

Keywords: Samsi Baghdadi; Manzar al-abrar; Nezami’s Maxzan al-asrar; ‘Ahdi Baghdadi; Persian
Poetry and Language in Asia Minor.
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