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The novel Island of Bewilderment by Simin Daneshvar, through its multilayered
narrative, portrays the narrative experiences of characters amid the social,
cultural, and historical challenges of contemporary Iran. This work, by
emphasizing character interactions and their reflection on beliefs, creates a space
for contemplating the process of human understanding and the transformation of
consciousness. This study aims to analyze how the concepts of pre-understanding,
hermeneutic dialogue, and fusion of horizons are represented in the novel’s
narrative structure and character development, drawing on Hans-Georg
Gadamer’s hermeneutic theory. Employing a qualitative method, the research
meticulously analyzes the narrative content, dialogues, and historical contexts to
explore the application of Gadamerian concepts within the text. The findings
reveal that characters, particularly Hasti, engage in interpretive processes through
interactions with others and encounters with diverse perspectives. This process,
shaped by dialogues between characters holding traditional and modern beliefs,
leads to a reevaluation of pre-understandings and ultimately to a fusion of
horizons. This fusion, understood as the blending of differing viewpoints to create
new understanding, manifests in the intellectual and emotional transformation of
the characters. Consequently, Island of Bewilderment emerges not only as a
literary work but also as a hermeneutic space for mutual understanding and the
reconstruction of human consciousness. By depicting the tension between
tradition and modernity, rationality and mysticism, and individuality and
collectivity, the novel serves as a mirror of Iran’s cultural and historical dialogue
on the cusp of social transformations.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Employing a non-linear and dialogue-driven narrative, Jazireh-ye Sargardani (Island of Bewilderment)

reflects the tensions between tradition and modernity, rationality and mysticism, and individuality and
collectivity in 1970s Iran. In this novel, Daneshvar transcends monophonic narrative structures,
creating a space wherein characters, through multi-layered dialogues, engage in a re-evaluation of their
beliefs and presuppositions. This characteristic renders the novel analyzable as a hermeneutic
laboratory. Gadamer's theory, with its emphasis on the dynamism of understanding as a dialectical
process situated within history and language, offers an effective framework for examining this work.
Accordingly, the central research question is: "How are the key concepts of Gadamer's hermeneutics
represented in the narrative structure and characterization of Jazireh-ye Sargardani?"

Literature Review and Methodology

The existing body of research on Jazireh-ye Sargardani predominantly focuses on sociological
analyses, existential psychology, and feminist studies. For instance, Daryanavard et al. (1402/2023-
2024) have examined the crisis of female identity in the confrontation between tradition and
modernity, while Moradi (1400/2021-2022) has analyzed the characters' state of bewilderment based
on the theories of Irvin Yalom. Furthermore, studies such as Abdali et al. (1400/2021-2022) have
emphasized the reinterpretation of classical poetry within the novel. However, despite the richness of
previous studies, a significant research gap exists concerning the application of hermeneutic
theories—particularly Gadamer's philosophy. The present article, by addressing this lacuna, not only
offers a novel interpretation of the novel but also strengthens the nexus between literature and
philosophy within Iranian studies. Employing a qualitative approach and the method of textual content
analysis, this research investigates the correspondence between Gadamerian concepts and the narrative
elements of Jazireh-ye Sargardani. Data have been extracted through a meticulous examination of
dialogues, monologues, and the historical-cultural contexts of the novel. The research hypothesis
posits that Daneshvar's novel, through its representation of hermeneutic concepts, provides a
framework for the experience of interpretation and the transformation of consciousness. Drawing upon
Gadamer's primary texts—such as Truth and Method—and relevant scholarly works, this analysis
examines three components: preconception (Vorurteil/pre-understanding), dialogue, and the fusion of
horizons in the characters' interactions.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that the novel's characters—particularly Hasti-—operate within the framework of
their pre-existing cultural and ideological learned structures. For example, Salim, informed by
mystical pre-understandings, perceives the material world as a veil obscuring truth, whereas Morad,
relying on Marxist doctrines, attributes social crises to despotism. These preconceptions are
challenged within the characters' dialogues. Two types of dialogue were identified in the novel: 1)
confrontational dialogues that culminate in an impasse (such as the dispute between Salim and Hasti
regarding Marxism), and 2) authentic dialogues that lead to a fusion of horizons (such as the final
dialogue between Hasti and Salim). The process of fusion, particularly evident in the character of
Hasti, manifests as an intellectual transformation; she transitions from a simplistic opposition to
tradition towards a selective and multi-layered understanding, thereby embracing aspects of
spirituality and tradition while maintaining critical rationality. Consequently, Jazireh-ye Sargardani is
not merely a literary narrative but a hermeneutic space for the reconstruction of human consciousness.
By depicting the dialectic of tradition and modernity, the novel invites the reader to participate in the
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process of understanding, demonstrating that truth is engendered through reciprocal discourses and the
fusion of intellectual horizons. This research provides a model for analyzing literary texts through
philosophical approaches and constitutes a step towards elucidating the indissoluble link between
literature and hermeneutics.

Keywords: Island of Bewilderment, Simin Daneshvar, Hans-Georg Gadamer, Philosophical
Hermeneutics, Fusion of Horizons, Hermeneutic Dialogue, Preconception (Pre-understanding),
Narrative Analysis.
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