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‘Aja’ib-nama, History-Based

In this article, it will be demonstrated how the element of "place," highlighted
through its emphasis on geography in early-period ‘Aja’ib-nama texts, embodies
earthly, non-imaginative, and rational thought. In later periods, this element
yields to “"time" through a focus on "history," departing from rationality and
objectivity and merging with imagination. It seems that ‘Aja’ib-nama texts served
as a platform for a kind of "resistance” against the mainstream scientific
discourse. Employing Foucault's genealogical method, this study aims to identify
the points of rupture in the imagination of ‘Aja’ib-nama writers. In the first
May 2025 period, "geography" served as the vehicle of imagination and the connecting link
to reality. In the second period, recourse to "narrative" replaces geography. The
third period, in which imagination is based on "historical” events, we witness the
proliferation of mythical creatures and their significant growth. Even historical
figures have not been spared from the imagination of ‘Aja’ib-nama authors. Based

Keywords: on this, three distinct periods of ‘Aja’ib-nama texts are identified.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

From the second half of the 3rd century to the mid-6th century AH (9th—12th centuries CE), rational
and scientific discourse flourished to such an extent that the poets, writers, grammarians, scholars,
astronomers, and philosophers of this era remain among the most renowned figures across all periods
of Islamic civilization. This intellectual vibrancy is equally evident in the genre of *“Aja’ib-nama*
(wonder-writing). This study demonstrates how the element of "place,” emphasized through
geographical focus in early **Aja’ib-nama* texts, represents a terrestrial, non-imaginative, and
rationalist mindset. Over subsequent periods, this focus shifts to "time" in the form of "history,"
departing from rationality and objectivity to become intertwined with imagination.

In the first-period texts—including Tuhfat al-Ghara’ib by Hasib al-Tabari (354-485 AH/965-1092
CE), Nuzhatnama-i ‘Ala’t by Shahmardan ibn Abi al-Khayr (c. 506-513 AH/1112-1119 CE),’4ja’ib
al-Makhligat by Muhammad ibn Mahmid al-Tast (c. 555 AH/1160 CE), and Farrukh-nama by Abtu
Bakr Jamalt Yazdi (c. 580 AH/1184 CE)—we observe a rationalist, non-fantastical, and logically
rigorous approach rooted in geography. By contrast, later works such as Nigaristan-i ‘Aj@’ib va
Ghara’ib (Pishavari, 12th century AH/18th century CE) and Bohayra by Faziini Astarabadi (1328
AH/1910 CE) exhibit unrestrained, passive, and historically dependent imagination. During the first
period, the rationalist ethos and alignment of power structures with scientific institutions influenced
the ‘Aja’ib-nama genre, enabling its intellectual coherence. This study examines the mechanisms of
this transformation.

Methodology

Inspired by Foucault’s concept of the "episteme", this research periodizes the history of ‘Aja’ib-nama
and analyzes its shifts. Foucault’s discontinuous historical approach, which emphasizes the interplay
of knowledge and power over causal necessity, informs our analysis.

Discussion

The dominance of official knowledge, aligned with the "zeitgeist" of the first period, fostered
rationalism, producing practical and naturalistic ‘Aja’ib-nama texts. Here, ‘Aja’ib-nama bridged
knowledge and imagination, forming a resistance against institutionalized science by undermining
empiricism, observation, and reproducibility—hallmarks of scientific rigor.

With the rise of AsharT determinism, Sufi mysticism, and political changes from the second period
onward, official science converged with resistant currents. Empiricism receded, replaced by the
hegemony of "narrative." As rational sciences gave way to transmitted "naqli" sciences, ‘Aja’ib-nama
shifted. Authors increasingly relied on fabricated tales—devoid of empirical grounding—to validate
claims through fallacy, sophistry, or constructed "truths." This narrative-driven approach became
standard, persisting in later texts. Shifting power dynamics in religion and governance reshaped the
genre’s content and form: the first period’s creative, active imagination yielded to passive imitation,
and geography-centric rationality was supplanted by history-making imagination, ultimately expelling
the genre from the Persian literary canon.

Conclusion

The study reveals how dominant power structures displaced the first period’s rationalism—which
produced practical, naturalistic ‘Aja’ib-nama—and replaced it with non-utilitarian, fictional, and
imitative imagination. Political and cultural factors drove this transformation, highlighting that such
shifts do not inherently signify progress. Instead, the replacement of creative imagination with
derivative illusion—manifest in substituting geography with history—precipitated the genre’s decline.
Post-first period, the epistemic shift from geography to history stemmed from altered power structures.

From the second period onward, official science aligned with resistant currents as Ash‘ar
determinism, mysticism, and Sufi culture marginalized empiricism in favor of narrative authority. The
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substitution of rational with transmitted sciences transformed ‘Aja’ib-nama methodologies. Authors
leaned heavily on anecdotal "evidence," legitimizing claims through sophistry or invented realities.
This approach became entrenched, shaping all subsequent texts. Power shifts in religion and
governance reconfigured the genre’s content, merging the first period’s resistance with institutional
power, thereby reducing active creativity to passive imitation. Rational-experiential science gave way
to pseudo-scientific narrative, and geography-centric reason vyielded to historical imagination,
culminating in the genre’s exclusion from Persian literary genres.

Keywords: ©Aja’ib-nama, History-Based Imagination, Geography-Based Imagination,
Periodization, Genealogy. Imaginary creatures.
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