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The book “HizarHikayat-iSufiyan” was edited based on three manuscripts and
published in 2019.1ts fourth manuscript was introduced in an article in 1401.But
until now, the name of its author has been shrouded in mystery.In this article, by
identifying another manuscript of this book, some ambiguities related to this text
are clarified.The newly found manuscript of HizarHikayat-iSufiyan is preserved
in the Malik Library with the number 1044, which is in Nastaliq script and was
probably written in the 11th centuryAH. According to this manuscript, the author
of HizarHikayat-iSufiyan is IsmailibnAbiMansur ibnlsmailTusi, who lived at
least until 526 AH. HizarHikayat-iSufiyan was probably written in the first half
of the 6th century, around the years 525 to 535 AH. It is also emphasized thatthe
latest manuscripts may have been written from the old and authentic versions and
have exceptional information in them and compensate and complete the
ambiguities or omissions of the old versions, and therefore their use in correcting
the texts is efficient and necessary. In the end, considering the discovery of two
other manuscripts of the book of The Thousand Tales of the Sufis - each of which
has special features and privileges, especially those that eliminate the omissions
and errors of the printed text - and also with the clarification of the name of its
author, it is reminded that the time has come for this valuable old text to be
edited, printed and published again.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The book Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan was edited based on three manuscripts and published in 2019. Its
fourth manuscript was introduced in an article in 2022. Unfortunately the name of this book does not
appear in any of its known manuscripts. Iraj Afshar initially called it Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan o
Salehan based on its content (Afshar, 1997) and later, in Persian manuscripts in facsimile, he gave the
title of the book Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan (Afshar, 2003). Hamed Khatamipour also gave the book the
same title. Furthermore, the text of the book does not explicitly mention the time of its composition,
but based on evidence within the text, it has been considered to have been written in the second half of
the sixth century AH. The name of its author was also unknown until now. In the present article, the
fifth manuscript and the name of its author are introduced for the first time, and the date of its
composition is also estimated more precisely.

Review of Literature and Methodology

For the first time in 1990, M. Bayram, a Turkish Persian scholar and professor at the Seljuk University
of Konya, introduced two manuscripts of the book Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan (Bayram, 1990). Six
years later, in 1997, Iraj Afshar introduced the third manuscript in an article titled Hezar Hekayat-e
Salehan o Sufiyan (Afshar, 1997). In 2003, Iraj Afshar and Mahmoud Omidsalar printed and published
the Kabul manuscript in the Persian manuscripts in facsimile. After that, Hamed Khatamipour
critically edited it based on all three known manuscripts and published it in Tehran in 2010. Hamed
Khatamipour recently introduced the fourth manuscript of this book in an article titled “A Newly-
Found manuscript of Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan ( Khatamipour, 2022). This research consists of two
parts: the first part deals with the introduction and description of the newly-found manuscript of Hezar
Hekayat-e Sufiyan. This part of the research was conducted with a case description approach and the
characteristics and features of the newly discovered manuscript were analyzed and introduced in a
classified manner. The second part deals with the introduction of the author of Hezar Hekayat-e
Sufiyan. This part of the research was conducted using a historical-documentary method. By
identifying ancient sources in which the author of Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan is mentioned and citing
them, the subject was examined and analyzed. The reasoning method in this part of the research is
inductive reasoning, that is, by collecting scattered and detailed information and then examining,
analyzing, and comparing them, general contents were deduced.

Discussion and Conclusion

Part One: An Introduction to the Newly Discovered Manuscript of Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan: The
newly-found manuscript of Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan is preserved in the Malek National Library and
Museum Institution under the number 1044. This manuscript is written in Nastalig script and consists
of 417 leaves measuring 12.9 x 24.5 centimeters. One leaf is probably missing from the beginning, and
for this reason the name of the book is unknown. This manuscript lacks a colophon, and therefore the
name of the scribe and the date and place of writing are unknown, but based on the appearance of the
manuscript, it is believed to have been written during the Safavid era, in the 11th century AH( Afshar
and others, 1975: 389; Derayati, 2010: 3/552). Although the name of the book remains unknown due
to the likely loss of an initial leaf of the manuscript, fortunately the author's name is recorded on the
first existing leaf of the manuscript, and for this reason it is of great value and importance.

Part Two: An Introduction to the Author of Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan: The first extant leaf of this
manuscript begins with the name of the author: “Ismail ibn Abi Mansur ibn Ismail al-Tusi” (Tusi, leaf
1r). He was one of the prominent scholars, traditionists, jurists, and preachers of the late fifth century
and the first half of the sixth century. He was born around 465 AH in Tus and probably received his
initial education in his hometown and then went to Nishapur, where he heard tradition from people
such as Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk al-Tusi. He had extensive knowledge of Shafi’i and Hanafi
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jurisprudence and was well acquainted with the fatwas and jurisprudential opinions of the Shafi’i and
Hanafi schools, and was aware of their differences. He also narrated hadiths about the virtues and
virtues of Ali (AS) and had love and devotion for Ali (AS) and his family. He was present in various
cities such as Rey and Qazvin, and for a while he was living in Mecca and Medina, where he was the
Imam and leader of the people, and for this reason he was nicknamed "Imam-ol-Haramayn". Later, he
enjoyed such fame and influence that he gave sermons in the presence of kings and sultans. Ismail ibn
Abi Mansur Tusi was inclined towards Sufism. The writing of the book Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan is
another proof of this aspect of his personality. He lived at least until 526 AH and probably wrote the
book Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan around these years.

Keywords: Sufi stories, Hezar Hekayat-e Sufiyan, Ismail ibn Abi Mansur Tusi, codicology.
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