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The word "Lablab™ has two meanings in Persian dictionaries. One of the
meanings of this word is “the ivy plant” and the other meaning is "the
enchanter and the sorcerer”. By looking at the poetic evidence, it can be seen
that the meaning presented by the lexicographers in the latter case was not
correct and they registered this meaning due to their misunderstanding of the
meaning of the verses in which this word is used. The authors of the present
article, after mentioning the dictionaries that have discussed the meaning of the
word Lablab, by bringing poetic evidences and examining and analyzing them,
put forward their proposed meaning about each of the discussed verses, and, at
the end, the correct meaning of the word Lablab has been expressed. The
authors have proved that Lablab in the discussed poetic evidence is used in the
meaning of magician’s orb and not enchanter. Also, by referring to Arabic
dictionaries and books of apothegm, it has been shown that this mistake was
probably made by the Persian-to-Persian lexicographers and Lablab did not
appear in Arabic dictionaries in the meaning of enchanter.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Persian to Persian lexicography has long been popular among lIranians to explain the difficult
vocabulary of texts. In the meantime, the first Persian dictionaries were mostly written for non-Persian
speakers or those who were not fluent in Dari Persian. Although the primary goal of the lexicographer
was to explain a difficult word or term and to help the audience better understand the literary text,
sometimes the lexicographer himself, due to not understanding the correct meaning of the word or
term, added to the difficulty of the text or caused the audience to misunderstand it. Subsequent
lexicographers, if we ignore the exceptions, by keeping in mind the dictionaries that preceded them,
have often repeated the same wrong meaning about the mentioned word or term and less doubted
about its meaning. But this is not the end of the story; Commentators and proofreaders of the texts
have also accepted the meaning presented by the lexicographers and considered it as definite, citing
these dictionaries. The word “Lablab”, which is recorded in many dictionaries, is one such case.
Dictionaries have mentioned two meanings for the word lablab, one of which is “ivy plant” and the
other meaning is “enchanter and sorcerer”. The word lablab in the first sense, due to the medical
properties of the lablab plant, has been widely reflected in pharmaceutical and medical texts.
Sometimes, commentators and proofreaders of poetic texts, due to the lack of understanding of the
meaning of the verse, have confused the two meanings of the word lablab and have used one instead
of the other. On the other hand, the second meaning of the lablab, i.e., enchanter and sorcerer, which
the study and analysis of it is the main purpose of this article, is not correct according to the poetic
evidence and other available evidence and should be corrected.

Research Methodology

In this article, each verse that lexicographers, commentators, and proofreaders of texts have considered
the word lablab in the sense of “magician and sorcerer” is mentioned separately. The structure of the
article is that different recordings of the witness verse are first given as examples. This is if there are
several corrections from the poet's divan or lexicographers have mentioned the verse with different
recordings. Then, the explanations of the lexicographers, commentators, and proofreaders about the
mentioned verse are examined and analyzed. In the end, after evaluating all the opinions, the authors
present their proposed meaning for the verse.

Discussion

The Lablab has come in several forms in Persian to Persian dictionaries. First, we can mention
dictionaries that have only introduced the lablab in the sense of “ivy or love plant.” The second group
are dictionaries that have mentioned the lablab, in addition to the meaning of the ivy plant, in the sense
of an enchanter and sorcerer. In most of these dictionaries, the lablab in the sense of ivy or love plant
is recorded with a kasra "s,.s" in the first letter and the lablab in the sense of enchanter and sorcerer
with a fatha "a3" in the first letter. This word is also known Arabic in the first meaning and Persian in
the second meaning. Another point is that in most cases, two verses of Azraqi-e Heravi have entered to
the dictionaries as witnesses, in the sense of magician and sorcerer. The word lablab is used in the
sense of enchanter and sorcerer in the divans of these poets: Mas‘ud-e Sa‘d-e Salman, Sana’i Ghaznavi,
Azraqi-e Heravi, ‘Am‘aq Bokara’i, Labibi, Seraji Khorasani, Luyaki Sannami. On the other hand, the
word lablab in literary prose texts only means the ivy plant. It is worth mentioning that the lablab in
Arabic dictionaries only means the plant of love or lotus. The word lablab is used in the same sense in
an old Arabic proverb: « a,all b Je oM 235 e Jisbe <M 235 0 Laisb. “heavier than the cup of ivy
on the heart of the patient”, “Grudger than the cup of ivy”. In the recent Arabic parable, the sick
person has to drink the bitter cup of the lablab in order to be healed. Therefore, this proverb is used to

express great reluctance and hatred towards something. This Arabic proverb in Persian is also
mentioned in the book Tarikh al-wuzara (history of ministers) from Najm al-Din Abu-al-Radja kumi.
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Conclusion

The authors of the present article, after presenting the poetic evidence of the word lablab and
reviewing it, have come to the conclusion that the meaning of the word lablab was the tool of the
magician's work, i.e., the magician's orb, and not the magician himself. Some of the commentators and
editors of the divans of poets, in explaining this word, in the verses in which the meaning of plant was
received from the word lablab, have mistakenly mentioned its meaning as an “enchanter” and a
“sorcerer”. It should also be said that in the corrected texts, the word lablab was not wronged (that
tashif "w>as": error in reading or writing), but its meaning was recorded incorrectly under the

influence of lexicographers. From the available evidence and signs, “Fits in the palm of the hand, a
dimple on the chin, a bead”, it follows that the size of some lablabs were not very large and ultimately
did not exceed the size of the palm of the hand. Also, considering that the lablab was round and
circular, in some cases, in order to prevent it from rolling, they apparently arranged a separate or
connected base for the lablab. The appearance of the lablab seems to have been in two forms; In the
first form, the evidence of which is abundant, the lablab was made of crystal and showed images
without using the setting. In the second form, according to verse of Labibi, it seems that we are
dealing with a lablab whose main body is metal and a setting or lens was placed on it to show the
image. The functions of the lablab include showing the image of a fairy or beloved, showing various
images, predicting and becoming aware of the situation in the world, and seeing images of events. The
images that are depicted in the lablab are usually ambiguous and unstable. In the end, it should be said
that the wizard was the main factor in showing the image, and that it was not possible for everyone to
show the image in the lablab without having the necessary skills. It should be noted that the verses in
which the word lablab is used usually have a literary allegory.

Key words: Lablab, lexicon writing, magician’s orb, ivy plant, description of texts.
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